Letter  from 
the  Editor 

Welcome  to  the  latest  issue  of  The  Coin 
Collector,  which  is  also  the  last  issue  of  the  year 
1 997.  And,  what  a  fine  year  it  has  been.  On  the 
auction  scene  we’ve  been  busy  with  such  events 

as  the  incredible 
Louis  E.  Elias- 
berg,  Sr.  Collec¬ 
tion,  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Cabinet, 
two  Rarities 
Sales,  and  more. 
Our  Publications 
Department  has 
been  very  busy  as 
well,  with  the 
book,  American 
Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards,  sell¬ 
ing  thousands  of 
copies,  gamering  a  top  award,  and,  seemingly, 
making  a  lot  of  readers  happy.  Our  Coin  Collector 
and  our  Rare  Coin  Review  have  brought  many 
orders  to  Gail  Watson,  of  our  Direct  Sales 
Department.  We’ve  been  taking  care  of  a  lot  of 
want  lists,  have  serviced  the  many  participants  in 
our  Collection  Portfolio  Program,  and  have  pur¬ 
chased  more  choice,  interesting,  and  rare  coins 
than  can  be  easily  counted. 

These  are  good  times  in  the  rare  coin 
hobby.  In  today’s  frenetic  world  of  computer 
communications,  worldwide  travel,  employ¬ 
ment  uncertainties,  changing  technology,  etc., 
numismatics  provides  a  refuge— a  safe  haven.  In 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  your  favorite 
armchair  you  can  read  a  book  and  transport 
yourself  to  the  days  of  ’49  and  the  California 
Gold  Rush,  or  to  the  heady  times  in  Nevada 
when  the  Carson  City  Mint  was  turning  out 
silvery  cascades  of  dollars,  or  to  any  other 
period  of  your  choosing:  the  Civil  War,  the 
administration  of  Teddy  Roosevelt,  the  Gay 
90s— you  name  it.  And,  right  along  with  your 
reading,  you  can  own  coins  that  actually  were 
minted  and  used  in  those  times. 

Best  of  all,  coin  collecting  does  not  have  to 
be  expensive.  Some  of  the  finest  collections 
ever  formed  have  been  gathered  on  limited 
budgets.  Further,  a  fine  library  of  numismatic 
books  can  be  formed  for  just  a  few  thousand 
dollars,  and  even  a  few  hundred  dollars  will  give 
you  a  good  start.  And,  there  are  no  rules,  no 
“right  thing”  to  collect 

As  I  have  said  before,  I  find  such  coins  as 
commemorative  half  dollars  of  the  1892-1954 
era  (the  vast  majority  of  which  can  be  bought 
for  less  than  $200  each  in  Mint  State)  and 
Morgan  silver  dollars  of  the  1 878-1 921  era  (the 
vast  majority  of  which  can  also  be  bought  for 
less  than  $200  each  in  Mint  State)  to  be  beauti¬ 
ful  to  behold  and  fascinating  to  own.  And,  to  me 
there  is  something  quite  special  about  a  worn 
copper  cent  of,  say,  1840— where  has  it  been 
and  what  has  it  done  over  the  years? 

if  you  are  making  up  some  new  year’s 
resolutions,  resolve  to  increase  your  involve¬ 
ment  in  coin  collecting.  Here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  we  stand  ready  to  provide  you 
with  the  quality,  value,  and  service  you  desire. 
For  starters,  look  through  the  following  pages. 
Many  really  nice  coins  and  books  are  offered. 
And,  don’t  overlook  our  display  holders  to  help 
you  display  and  enjoy  your  collection. 

Happy  New  Year  and  thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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Our  Trip  to  Baltimore  and  Our  Sale  of 
The  Pennsylvania  Cabinet 

by  Chris  Karstedt 


This  is  an  account  of  our  sale  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Cabinet  in  Baltimore  in  November. 
The  timing  was  perfect,  for  while  we  were 
away  we  had  our  first  snow  storm  of  the 
season,  with  nine  inches  of  the  white 
stuff  covering  the  ground  in  Wolfeboro. 

We  love  Baltimore!  Not  only  do  we 
have  many  fond  memories  of  numis¬ 
matic  events  there  (such  as  the  con¬ 
signment  to  us  of  the  Eliasberg  and 
Garrett  collections),  but  it  is  also  a 
very  nice  city  to  visit.  In  fact,  a  recent 
poll  of  numismatists  named  Baltimore 
as  the  number  one  city  that  coin  deal¬ 
ers  enjoy  visiting. 

Our  auction  trips  always  include  a 
night  at  one  of  our  favorite  restau¬ 
rants,  The  Prime  Rib.  While  roast  beef 
is  often  the  most  popular  order  of  the 
evening,  some  of  the  “extras”  are  worth 
the  trip  on  their  own!  My  favorite  appe¬ 
tizer  is  the  lumpmeat  crab  cocktail, 
which  is  out  of  this  world.  This  is  also 
a  favorite  of  Ray  and  Pat  Merena  and 
John  and  Georgie  Babalis.  On  the  other 
hand,  Dave  Bowers  prefers  the  crab 
cakes,  which  he  considers  to  be  sec¬ 
ond  to  none!  Despite  advances  in  mod¬ 
ern  technology  and  transportation,  it 
seems  that  crabcakes  cannot  be  suc¬ 
cessfully  and  deliciously  served  out¬ 
side  of  the  Baltimore  city  limits,  or  so 
it  would  seem.  As  a  side  dish  at  The 
Prime  Rib,  the  hearts  of  palm  salad  is 
superb,  and  the  creamed  spinach  (who 
would  have  thought  this?)  is  remarkable. 

The  Baltimore  Harbor  is  only  a  few  blocks 
away  from  the  Marriott  Hotel,  our  auction 
headquarters.  During  the  several  days  we 


were  there  for  our  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  auc¬ 
tion,  we  all  had  a  chance  to  check  out  the 
many  stores,  boutiques,  and  other  attrac¬ 
tions  at  Harbor  Place  (as  it  is  called).  Some  of 


us  took  a  few  side  trips  as  well.  John  Babalis 
and  I  checked  out  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  Museum,  and  Dave  Bowers  com¬ 
mented  that  he  always  enjoys  seeing  the 


original  Washington  Monument  (completed 
in  Baltimore  1829,  when  the  one  in  Washing¬ 
ton  was  probably  just  a  cow  pasture). 

Now  to  coins: 

Excitement  prevailed!  Capably  con¬ 
ducted  by  our  on-staff  auctioneers 
(John  Babalis,  Ray  Merena,  and  Dave 
Bowers),  our  sale  of  The  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Cabinet  astounded  the  bidding 
audience  with  its  strong  prices,  which 
seemed  to  prevail  from  beginning  to 
end.  I  heard  Ray  say  that  interest 
was  so  strong  that  even  if  not  a 
single  person  had  attended  the  sale, 
the  mail  bids  were  strong  enough  to 
carry  the  day  with  flying  colors.  As 
it  turned  out,  floor  bids  were  in¬ 
tense  as  well,  providing  a  compound 
effect.  Buyers  were  on  hand  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  from 
other  countries  as  well,  including 
Japan,  England,  and  Canada. 

The  catalogue  offered  quite  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  things,  ranging  from  choice 
United  States  coins  to  tokens,  medals, 
and  some  very  important  world  coins 
as  well.  There  seemed  to  be  some¬ 
thing  for  everyone. 

“Our  sales  always  attract  a  lot  of 
attention,”  commented  Ray  Merena, 
president  of  the  firm  that  includes  his 
name.  “Quality  was  the  byword  here, 
and  bidders  scrambled  to  acquire  many 
pieces  the  likes  of  which  are  not  going 
to  be  available  again  anytime  soon.  Baltimore, 
which  has  as  much  numismatic  tradition  as 
any  city  in  America,  is  always  a  popular  gath- 
(continued  on  page  8) 
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COLONIAL  AND  EARLY 
AMERICAN  COINS 


Pleasing  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  N-8.  Large  planchet.  EF-40.  (PCGS).  Dark 
gray  toning.  The  planchet  is  round  save  for  a  small 
void  at  5:00.  A  very  appealing  specimen  of  this  his¬ 
torical  coinage . 4,995 

1723  Wood's  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-157. 
Beaded  Cincture.  MS-64  BN.  A  splendid  specimen, 
glossy  and  somewhat  prooflike,  with  much  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  A  fairly  unusual  instance  in  which  a  piece  of 
this  era  can  be  acquired  in  gem  Mint  State!  ..  1,495 

1724  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-1 66.  VF-20.  As  a 
date  the  1724  is  several  times  rarer  than  1723.  ...  265 

1724  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-166.  F-12.  Light 

brown . 119 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen-180.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS). 
A  beautiful  coin,  somewhat  prooflike,  with  a  splendid 

mixture  of  mint  red  and  light  brown  toning . 925 

1694  London  Elephant  token.  Breen- 186.  Thick 
planchet.  EF-40  (PCGS).  GOD  PRESERVE  LONDON. 

Attractive  light  brown  surfaces . 1,095 

Rare  Bolen  Silver  Higley  Copy 
1737  Higley  threepence.  Bolen  copy  in  silver.  Struck 
over  an  Italian  2  lire  coin.  Kenney-4.  Mint  State. 
Light  toning.  Circa  1860s.  Sharply  struck  and  de¬ 
fined  with  excellent  details.  Exceedingly  rare.  One 
of  the  most  highly  prized  of  Bolen’s  productions. 
Richard  D.  Kenney  in  Struck  Copies  of  Early  Ameri¬ 
can  Coins  stated  that  just  two  were  struck  in  this 

metal . 2,650 

1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Zelinka-9C.  AU-53  (PCGS). 
An  especially  high-grade  example  of  this  issue.  675 
Attractive  1766  Pitt  Token 
1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen-251.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lovely 

medium  brown  surfaces . 2,995 

1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  B-251.  EF-45.  Smooth  light  brown 
surfaces  which  are  problem-free.  A  very  pleasing 

specimen . 2,195 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  VF-30.  Pointed  Rays, 

Large  US . 525 

1785  Nova  Constellatio.  C.3-B  EF-45  (PCGS).  Very 

pleasing  light  brown  surfaces . 825 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  2-A.  Rarity-5.  EF- 
40  (PCGS).  Dark  olive-brown  and  problem-free  save 
for  slightly  dull  surfaces . 1,025 

1785  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  4.4-C.  Mailed  Bust 

Right,  Small  Portrait.  VF-35  or  finer.  Glossy  brown 
surfaces.  Excellently  detailed  on  the  obverse,  less 
so  on  the  reverse  (due  to  striking).  A  very  hand¬ 
some  example  from  the  first  year  of  Connecticut 
coinage.  Seldom  seen  so  choice . 550 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Ml.l-A.  Small  Head.  VF-25 
(PCGS).  Attractive,  glossy  light  brown  surfaces. 
Classic  Machin’s  Mill  issue  struck  at  Newburgh,  NY, 
under  very  interesting  circumstances  (cf.  Crosby,  et 
ai).  One  of  the  nicest  seen  at  this  grade  level .  995 
1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Very  little  in  the  way 
of  actual  wear.  A  very  attractive  example  of  the  type 

and  variety . 725 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  relief 

parts.  Outstanding  quality . 895 

1786  Vermont  “Landscape”  Copper 

1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-6.  Rarity-3.  EF-40. 

VERMONTENS1UM  spelling.  Landscape  type  with 
sun  peeping  over  forested  ridge  obverse  motif; 
STELLA  QUARTA  DEC1MA  reverse.  A  very  hand¬ 
some  example  of  an  issue  that  is  fairly  scarce  in  all 
grades,  but  decidedly  rare  so  fine . 2,695 

1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-7.  Rarity-3.  VF-20.  Land¬ 
scape  /  STELLA  QUARTA  DEC1MA  style.  Sun  over 
forested  ridge,  always  a  popular  design  type.  Struck 
under  rustic  circumstances  at  Millbrook,  near 

Pawlet,  VT . 1,095 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet.  AU-53 
(PCGS).  Intermediate  die  state  with  a  die  break  at¬ 
tached  to  the  upper  left  edge  of  the  clock  but  not 

affecting  the  D  in  GOLD . 1,195 

Kentucky  cent,  undated  (c.  1792).  Type  of  Breen-1 156- 
1158.  Lettered  edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge  lettered 
PAYABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL.  An 
exceptionally  nice  example  with  a  generous  quotient 

of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so  fine! . 1,295 

1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada 
Superb  Proof;  Major  Rarity 
1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada.  Struck  in 
copper.  “Myddelton”  style  obverse  by  Kiichler. 
Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  Proof  with  rich 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  accented  with  iridescent 
blue.  An  aesthetic  treat,  one  of  the  nicest  in  exist¬ 
ence  of  this  famous  and  very  beautiful  rarity.  It  is 
believed  that  this  and  related  pieces  were  struck 
circa  1802-1803  as  samples  of  the  engraving  skills  of 
the  Soho  Mint,  Birmingham.  A  major  opportunity  for 

the  connoisseur . 9,750 

Undated  Double  Head  Washington  cent.  Breen-1204. 

AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  brown  surfaces.  ..  765 
1793  Washington  Ship  halfpenny.  B-1225.  EF-40.  Glossy 
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brown  surfaces.  A  particularly  nice  example  of  this 
issue,  which  is  rarely  seen  finer  or,  for  that  matter, 

as  fine . 650 

(1795)  Washington  Liberty  and  Security  penny. 
Breen-1254.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  A  large  and  impres¬ 
sive  coin.  Pleasing  medium  brown  with  olive 

highlights  and  faint  traces  of  mint  red . 2,150 

Washington  SUCCESS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  medal. 
Breen-1287.  Large  diameter,  plain  edge.  VF-30 
(PCGS).  Said  to  have  been  issued  upon  the  second 

inauguration  of  Washington . 465 

1795  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Breen-1294-95.  Plain 
edge.  VF-20  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most  interesting 
Washington  issues  of  the  era;  crudely  struck  from 

shallow  dies . 450 

1795  Washington  Grate  token.  Breen-1271.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown 

with  some  traces  of  faded  mint  red . 875 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  Kessler-Newman  6-W.  1 .  Rar- 
ity-4+  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  lighter 

letters  and  devices.  A  splendid  specimen . 1,895 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent  KN  12-X.  MS-63.  Attractive  me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces.  You’ll  like  the  quality!  ...  1,895 
1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  KN-12-X.  MS-62  RB  (PCGS). 
Much  original  mint  red  still  remains.  A  very  nice 
example.  Undoubtedly  from  the  Bank  of  New  York 
Hoard  of  long  ago  (for  details  see  Q.  David  Bowers’ 
book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards').  2,250 
1792  Mint  Pattern 
Rare  1792  Copper  Disme 

1792  Copper  disme.  Pollock-11,  Judd-10.  Rarity-6+. 

P-1  (PCGS).  Reeded  edge.  Intermingled  tan  and 
chocolate  toning  with  porosity  noted  on  both  sur¬ 
faces.  The  designs  are  clearly  distinguishable  as  to 
type,  and  much  of  the  lettering  can  be  read,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  reverse.  The  edge  reeding  is  vertical 
rather  than  diagonal;  a  feature  shared  by  the 
Norweb  specimen.  Dr.  Judd  claimed  that  the  1792 
dismes  had  diagonal  reeding  and  it  may  be  that 
some  examples  show  that  feature.  We  doubt  that 
more  than  15  specimens  of  the  variety  could  be 
traced  in  all  numismatics.  An  important  opportunity 
for  the  numismatist  who  desires  18th-century  deli¬ 
cacies,  but  who  does  not  want  to  spend  the  better 
part  of  $100,000  for  a  high-grade  example.  ..  13,950 


HALF  CENTS 


Classic  1793  Half  Cent 

1793  Breen-3,  Cohen-3.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Well  struck,  including  at  HALF  CENT  at  the 
center  of  the  reverse  (an  area  which  is  often  lightly 
struck).  One  of  the  nicest  we’ve  ever  seen  at  this 
grade  level.  If  you’ve  been  seeking  a  really  great 
specimen  for  your  collection,  this  will  be  ideal.  Just 

purchased  as  we  go  to  press! . 5,795 

Exceptional  1804  Spiked  Chin 
1804  B-7.  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown 
surfaces.  This  represents  an  exceptional  quality 

specimen . 2,750 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  brown  surfaces.  750 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-45 . 495 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40.  Glossy  brown.  .415 
1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-30.  Light  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 275 


Gorgeous  1804  Half  Cent 
1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  M£64  BN  (NGC). 
A  gorgeous  specimen  with  lustrous  surfaces.  Just 
purchased,  and  offered  here  for  the  first  time.  2,650 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  EF45 .  295 

1807  B-LC-1.  AU-50 . 495 

1808/7  B-2,  C-2.  F-15  BN  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example 
of  this  overdate,  a  variety  which  is  fairly  scarce 
in  all  grades  and  virtually  unheard  of  at  very  high 
levels . : . 650 


1808  B-3,  C-3.  VF-25.  A  very  desirable  specimen  of  this 


date;  few  exist  finer . 195 

1810  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown.  Avery 
nice  example  of  this  somewhat  scarce  date . 550 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-58  (ANACS) . 365 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 245 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  VF-35 . 95 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 135 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (ANACS) . 219 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20 . 69 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 145 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 145 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 109 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  One  of  the  many  new 

purchases  listed  in  this  issue  (we  only  make  men¬ 
tion  of  a  few,  to  better  utilize  space) . 365 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-61  BN  (NGC) . 219 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-50 . 135 


Superb  Proof-65  1850  l/2t 
1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  hand¬ 
some  example  having  sharp  frosty  devices  and 
blazing  mirror  fields.  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant 
with  blushes  of  blue  and  violet.  The  reverse  has 
intermingled  blue  and  violet  at  the  center  with 
wisps  of  fiery  mint  red  at  the  border.  Approximately 


12  examples  are  known . 11,500 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 345 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 179 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 179 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (ANACS).  Scarce  low-mintage 

date . 325 


LARGE  CENTS 


Condition  Census  1794  S-63 
The  Fallen  4  Variety 

1794  Sheldon-63.  Head  of  1794.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  A 
scarce  and  popular  variety  with  the  Fallen  4  descrip¬ 
tion  not  an  accurate  designation.  This  should  actually 
be  called  the  High  9  variety  as  the  1 , 7,  and  4  in  the  date 
about  in  line,  and  the  digit  9  much  higher.  Glossy 
medium  brown  with  minimal  surface  marks.  We  feel 
that  the  grade  assigned  by  NGC  is  a  touch  optimistic 
and  have  priced  this  as  AU-50.  A  superb  cent  in  all 
regards  and  certain  to  be  a  highlight  in  the  collection 

of  even  the  most  advanced  specialist . 6,395 

1798/7  S-l  52.  VG-8 . 335 

1803  S-262.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  VF-20.  A  very 
rare  die  variety  in  any  grade;  especially  so  at  the 
Very  Fine  level  offered  here.  This  attractive  cent  will 

be  highly  prized  by  its  next  owner . 2,195 

1803  S-265.  Large  Date.  Small  Fraction.  VG-8 . 95 

1805  S-267.  EF-45.  Attractive  brown  surfaces. ..  1,295 


Lustrous  AU  1809  Cent 

1809  S-280.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous,  glossy 
brown  surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike.  A  truly 
outstanding  specimen  of  what  is  considered  to  be  the 
key  date  in  the  1808-1814  Classic  Head  series.  4,995 

1810  S-285.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Another  of  the  many  new 

purchases  in  this  issue . 595 

Desirable  AU  1813  Cent 

1813  S-293.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lovely,  lustrous  medium 

brown  surfaces  and  important  as  a  scarce  date. 
Very  nearly  in  the  Condition  Census . 4,950 

1814S-294.  Crosslet  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  nice  possibil¬ 
ity  for  a  type  set.  Nicely  struck,  as  cents  of  this  date 
typically  are . 1,250 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Especially  bold 

strike . 2,250 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium  brown 
surfaces . 2,095 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  EF-40.  A  splendid  specimen  that 
offers  a  combination  of  high  grade  and  low  price, 
a  nice  alternative  to  an  AU  example.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 975 

1816  Newcomb-2.  AU-50 . 325 

1817  N-ll.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous.  Prob¬ 

ably  from  the  Randall  Hoard.  As  a  date,  the  1817  is 
considerably  scarcer  than  the  usually  seen  Randall 
Hoard  coins  dated  1818  and  1820 .  1,295 

1818  N-10.  MS-64  RB.  Another  one  of  the  many  new 
purchases  in  this  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector.  ..  750 

1820  N-13.  MS-64  BN . 550 

1820  N-13.  MS-60 . 395 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp,  very  attractive 

specimen  of  this  important  date.  This  lovely  piece 
will  be  an  attraction  in  any  fine  collection  of  middle- 
date  cents . 1,495 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1822 

1822  N-10.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN. (NGC).  Lustrous,  glossy 

brown  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  early 
Matron  Head  date,  one  that  was  not  represented  in 
any  hoard . 2,650 

Splendid  1823/2  Cent 

1823/2  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  attractive 
specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and  overdate). 
A  great  “find”  for  the  collector  of  “middle-date” 


cents  of  this  era . 2,695 

1826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Cents  of  1826  are  nearly  always  seen  in  lower 
grades.  Probably  not  one  in  200  specimens  touches 

the  AU  level . 895 

1826  N-6.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Nicer  than  some  we  have  seen  offered  at 
the  Mint  State  level,  which  goes  to  prove  that  it  is 
worthwhile  to  pick  and  choose.  Certainly  this  is  one 

of  the  nicest  1826  cents  you  will  ever  see! . 1,295 

Lustrous  Gem  1827  N-3 


1827  N-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  glossy,  lus¬ 
trous  gem  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  fairly  elusive 
in  higher  grades.  Die  break  among  left-side  stars;  die 
breaks  on  neck.  A  prize  coin  that  will  be  long  appre¬ 
ciated  and  admired . 2,970 

1827  NM  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown  surfaces. 
Cents  of  this  date  are  very  hard  to  find  at  the  AU 
level . 795 

1827  N-ll.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  medium 

brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  date,  quite  scarce  so  fine . 2,100 

Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 

1828  N-6.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  glossy  and 
beautiful.  A  gorgeous  specimen  in  every  regard.  2,850 

1828  N-7.  VF-30 . 225 

1830  N-6.  Medium  Letters.  VF-35.  A  splendid  speci¬ 

men  at  this  grade  level  of  a  classic  key  issue  among 
cents  of  this  era . 1,195 

1831  N-7.  AU-58.  Just  purchased,  and  offered  here  for 

the  first  time . 525 

1832  N-l.  Medium  Letters.  AU-55 . 450 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58.  An  exceedingly  popular 

token  from  this  era;  listed  in  the  Guide  Book . 249 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50 . 220 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 

1837  Plain  Hair  Cord  (early  style).  N-7.  AU-50 . 219 

1838  N-l.  AU-50 . 175 

1838  N-3.  AU-55 . 265 

1839  N-3.  Head  of  1838.  MS-60 . 625 


1839  N-14.  Booby  Head.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Dark  brown 

with  iridescent  blue  and  lilac.  A  very  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  variety . 695 

Gem  1840  Large  Date  Cent 

1840  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB.  Much  fiery  mint  red 

is  seen  blending  to  a  light  brown.  A  show-stopper, 
a  dazzling  gem . 2,350 

1840  N-2.  Small  date.  Large  18.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  An¬ 

other  one  of  the  many  new  purchases  offered  in  this 
issue . 595 

1841  N-6.  EF-45 . 195 

1848  N-12.  AU-55 . 195 

1849  N-l  4.  VF-30 . 49 

1849  N-20.  MS-63  BN . 625 


Ex  R  E.  (“Ted”)  Naftzger,  Jr.  Collection. 

1849  N-20.  AU-50  (ANACS). . . . . . . 145 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5’s.  MS-64  RB.  Predominantly  light 

brown  with  just  a  touch  of  red . 495 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN.  A  splendid  example 
of  the  last  regular  seen  date  of  the  large  cent. .  495 


SMALL  CENTS 


_ Flying  Eagle  Cents _ 

1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid,  brilliant,  and  lustrous 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular  issue  coinage. 
Far  above  average  strike . 2,375 


OOPS!  We  Have  A  Delay 
From  the  Printer 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 


SPECIAL  NET 

$100 

(plus  shipping) 

No  further  discounts  apply 

^ _ 


Contrary  to  previously  published  shipping 
dates,  we  have  received  word  from  the  printer 
that  this  book  will  be  shipping  to  us  around 
December  17,  1997,  and  as  soon  as  we  receive 
them  we  will  be  filling  your  orders. 

No  one  seriously  interested  in  U.S.  coins 
can  afford  to  be  without  this  volume!  This  book 
contains  information  that  prior  to  its  publica¬ 
tion  in  1 988  was  very  difficult  to  find  and  was 
within  the  purview  only  of  knowledgeable  col¬ 
lectors  and  dealers  who  had  been  in  the  hobby 
for  decades.  It  is  the  master  source,  the  foun¬ 
tainhead  of  information  gathered  over  a  long 
span  of  years  by  one  of  America’s  most  highly 
acclaimed  numismatic  researchers.  It  is  virtu¬ 
ally  a  one-volume  library. 

8-1/2  x  11  inches  in  size,  hardbound,  754 
pages,  thousands  of  illustrations.  Stock  No. 
BBR-764.  List  price  $125.00. 
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1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  surfaces. 

What  a  beauty  it  is!  Another  splendid  piece . 895 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  especially  nice 

strike  with  a  good  quotient  of  eye  appeal.  Equal  to 
or  finer  than  some  we've  seen  pegged  at  the  MS-65 
level . 1,195 


Indian  Head  Cents 


Remarkable  Gem  1859  Cent 
1859  Proof-64.  A  splendid  gem  of  remarkable  quality, 
fully  equal  to  a  couple  we  have  seen  classified  as 
Proof-65  (and  worth  several  thousand  dollars  more 


than  the  price  we  ask  for  this  one).  We  pass  our 

good  fortune  along  to  you  for  only . 2,950 

1859  MS64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  attractive 

example  of  the  issue . 995 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lustrous  surfaces, 

an  especially  nice  example  of  this  issue . 995 

1859  AU-50 . 145 

1862  MS-62 . 119 


1863  MS-63.  Every  time  we  buy  100  Indian  cents  for  our 
stock,  it  seems  that  we  could  sell  200!  They  never 
seem  to  go  out  of  style  or  popularity.  This  issue  fea¬ 


tures  many  new  purchases  including  this  coin.  149 

1864  Copper-nickel  MS-62  (PCGS) . 159 

1864  Copper-nickel.  AU-58 . 110 

1864  Copper-nickel.  EF-45 . 59 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 329 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN.  A  very  attractive  example 

of  this  key  issue . 495 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-63  BN . 435 

1864  Lon  Ribbon.  AU-55 . 265 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  EF40.  Doubled  18  in  date,  an  inter¬ 
esting  feature . 195 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  VF-35 . 190 

1865  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 119 

1866  MS-64  BN . 395 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  top-quality  specimen  of  this 

somewhat  elusive  date . 795 

1867  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  mixture  of  red  and 

brown  toning . 450 

1867  EF-45 . 159 


1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  coin.  Quite 

scarce  in  this  high  Mint  State  preservation . 750 

1868  AU-58  (PCGS) . 189 

1869/9  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful  specimen  of 
this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture  of  brown  toning 
with  fiery  original  mint  red.  Another  Indian  cent  for 

the  discriminating  buyer . 1,650 

1869/9  MS-64  BN . 975 

1870  MS-60 . 475 


1872  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Date  centered  between  bust 
and  denticles.  A  superb  coin  with  the  highly  ad¬ 
mired  “wood  grain”  toning  on  the  surface,  a  coin 
which,  in  our  opinion,  is  nicer  than  many  MS-65 
coins  we’ve  seen.  A  very  desirable,  very  exciting 

specimen  of  this  key  date . 1,550 

1872  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces  with 
tinges  of  red,  and  with  the  attractive  “wood  grain” 
toning  effect  sometimes  seen  on  pristine 
(uncleaned)  examples  of  this  date,  lending  an  extra 
dimension  of  quality  and  desirability.  A  key  date  in 


remarkably  fine  condition . 925 

1872  F-15 . 265 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem . 475 

1874  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 345 

1874  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 195 

1874  AU-55 . 135 

1874  AU-50 . 129 

1874  VF-35 . 59 

1876  AU-50  (ANACS) . 159 

1877  F-15.  This  rare  date  has  been  front  row  center  for 

many  years  and  is  traditionally  one  of  the  last  to  be 
added  to  a  set . 865 

1877  G-4  (PCGS).  A  rare  issue  in  any  grade . 495 

1878  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 550 


1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Some  tinges  of  red,  say  30%  red. 
A  nice  way  to  start  a  set  of  Indian  cents  is  to  begin 
with  1879 — the  coin  offered  above  is  a  good  candi¬ 
date — and  aspire  to  gather  one  of  each  Philadelphia 
date  through  1909.  There  are  no  rarities  in  this  span, 


and  all  are  quite  affordable . 235 

1881  Proof-65  RB.  Very  reasonably  priced . 375 

1883  MS-64  BN . 245 

1883  AU-58 . 29 

1885  MS-64  BN.  Scarce  date . 245 

1885  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 85 

1886  MS-64  RB.  Type  1 . 365 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Recognized  as  being 

especially  elusive  in  high  grades,  the  present  speci¬ 
men  of  this  variety  is,  indeed,  a  find  for  the 
specialist . 895 

1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 595 

1887  EF-40 . 15 

1888  MS-63  RD  (ANACS) . 375 

1888  MS-63  BN . 135 

1889  MS-64  RD . 425 

1890  AU-53 . 24 

1891  EF-45 . 16 

1892  AU-50 . 22 

1893  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 125 

1893  AU-50 . 22 

1899  AU-50 . 19 

1902  MS-64  RD . 110 

1902  AU-55 . 22 

1903  MS-63  RB . 39 

1903  AU-55 . 22 

1904  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  Proof  date. 

Lots  of  value  here,  in  our  opinion! . 365 

1904  MS-64  RB . 55 

1905  MS-64  RB . 59 

1906  AU-50 . 19 

1907  MS-64  RB . 55 


1907  AU-50 . 19 

1908  MS-64  RB . 55 

1908-S  MS-64  RD(NGQ . 695 

1908- S  MS-63  BN . 315 

Lincoln  Cents 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 79 

1909- S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  About  90%  full  origi¬ 

nal  red;  with  more  “red”  than  some  we’ve  seen 
called  MS-65  Red! . 1,350 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB.  with  nearly  full  original  mint 
red.  Weak  V.D.B.  on  reverse;  discernible,  but  not  as 
sharp  as  usually  seen.  An  item  for  the  price-con¬ 
scious  buyer . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-62  RD  (ANACS) . 925 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45 . 615 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30 . 525 

1909- S  VF-30 . 75 

1910- S  MS-60 . 59 

1910- S  AU-50 . 55 

191 1- D  AU-58 . 69 

191 1-D  AU-55 . 65 

191 1- S  AU-50 . 69 

1912- S  EF-45 . 42 

19 13- D  AU-50 . 45 

1913- S  EF-45 . 39 

1914  MS-60 . 39 

1914- D  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  The  key  Lincoln  cent  vari¬ 

ety  in  Mint  State.  If  you’ve  been  seeking  one,  this 
piece,  will  fill  the  bill  nicely!  . 1,950 

1914-D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  resulting 
from  an  old  cleaning.  Still  desirable  and,  of  course, 
satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  “lot  of  coin  for  the 

money.” . 1,095 

1914-D  EF-40 . 459 

1914- S  EF-40 . 39 

1915- D  AU-50 . 23 

1915- S  AU-58 . 79 

1916- S  AU-58 . 35 

1917- D  AU-50 . 22 

1917- S  EF-40 . 9 

1918- S  AU-50 . 22 

1919- S  AU-58 . 25 

1920- S  EF-45 . 9 

1921- S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 179 

1921-S  MS-60 . 95 

1921- S  EF-40 . 16 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse  (PCGS).  Quite  rare 

at  this  grade  level . 1,695 

1922- D  MS-62 . 79 

1923  AU-50 . 7 

1923- S  MS-64  RB.  Scarce  so  fine.  One  of  the  key  dates 

of  the  decade . 595 

1923- S  EF-45 . 29 

1924  AU-58 . 16 

1924- D  EF-40 . 59 

1924- S  AU-50 . 49 

1925- S  EF-45 . 9 

1926- D  AU-50 . 14 

1926- S  EF-45 . 19 

1927- S  AU-50 . 19 

1928- D  AU-55 . 15 

193 1-D  AU-58 . 39 

193 1-S  AU-50 . 49 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

193 1-S  VF-20 . 39 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  From  an  old-time  cache  of 

gem  Proofs . 199 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem! . 235 

1943-D  MS-67  (NGC) . 35 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC).  First  Proof  date  in  the  new 

series  of  Proofs  after  World  War  II . 325 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 365 


TWO-CENT  PIECES 


1864  Small  Motto.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  The  key  variety 
among  early  two-cent  pieces.  Rare  and  in  demand. 
At  least  50  to  100  times  more  elusive  than  the  usu¬ 


ally-seen  Large  Motto  style . 950 

1865  MS65RD  (NGC) . 975 

1865  MS65RB . 475 

1865  AU-58 . 69 

1865  AU-55  (PCGS) . 75 

1866  MS65  RB  (NGC) . 550 

1868  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 195 

1869  MS-65  RB . 495 

1870  MS-64  BN.  Elusive  so  nice . 315 

1870  MS-63  RB.  Fairly  scarce  in  Mint  State . 265 

1871  MS-65  BN.  Not  easy  to  find  in  gem  Mint  State,  yet 

priced  at  only . 450 


NICKEL  3C  PIECES 


1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Important  as 
the  first  year  of  issue.  If  we  were  specializing  in 
nickel  three-cent  pieces,  we  would  run,  not  walk,  to 
snatch  this  piece  instantly.  However,  the  concept  of 
its  rarity  is  fairly  subtle,  such  pieces  are  not  in  the 


Have  a  Great  Time  Collecting  Coins  with... 

BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
GALLERIES 

“Your  friends  in  the  rare  coin  business ” 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  deep  in  the  heart  of  New 
England,  we  really  enjoy  coins.  Numismatics  is  more  than  a  busi¬ 
ness:  it  is  a  way  of  life.  Each  day  brings  with  it  some  new  experiences 
and  activities. 

Our  “mission  statement”  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
is  to  enjoy  what  we  are  doing  and,  at  the  same  time,  treat  our 
clients— both  buying  and  selling— as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be 
treated. 

If  you  are  a  buyer  of  coins,  our  objective  is  to  provide  you  with  the  quality  coins  you  desire 
at  prices  you  will  find  to  be  reasonable.  When  acquiring  coins  for  our  inventory,  we  select 
each  one  with  a  great  deal  of  care.  Each  coin  from  this  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector  comes  with 
a  30-day  money-back  guarantee  (seven  days  for  certified  coins).  We  guarantee  you’ll  find 
every  coin  to  be  exactly  to  your  liking,  or  you  can  return  it;  no  explanation  necessary. 

When  acquiring  coins,  we  either  buy  collections  and  individual  pieces  outright  for  our 
inventory,  or  offer  what  we  consider  to  be  a  really  fine  auction  service. 

By  treating  our  clients  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be  treated,  we  have  built  what  is 
probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  America  today.  Since  our  founding  in 
1 953,  we  have  handled  a  large  share  of  the  finest  private  and  museum  collections  and  rarities 
to  come  on  the  market.  Our  catalogues  and  other  publications  have  won  more  Catalogue 
of  the  Year  Award  and  Book  of  the  Year  Award  honors  than  have  those  of  any  other  firm. 

Our  chairman,  Q.  David  Bowers,  has  served  as  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  (1983-1985)  and  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  (1977-1979),  and  has 
received  numismatics’  highest  honors  including  the  Numismatic  Ambassador  Award,  the 
A.N.A.  Hall  of  Fame,  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award,  and  the  P.N.G.  Founders’  Award. 

Our  staff  numismatists  including  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Mark  Borckardt,  Gail  Watson, 
Beth  Piper,  and  others,  have  had  distinguished  careers  for  many  years. 

I  have  served  as  president  of  the  P.N.G.,  have  received  the  P.N.G.’s  highest  honor— The 
Abe  Kosoff  Founders  Award,  and  am  active  in  quite  a  few  other  areas  as  well.  I  am 
enthusiastic  about  coins,  about  our  fine  organization,  and  about  having  you  as  a  client. 

From  our  headquarters  building  we  are  a  prime  source  of  choice,  rare,  and  desirable  coins 
for  collectors,  dealers,  and  museums  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  In  addition,  we  conduct  public 
auction  sales  in  New  York  City,  Baltimore,  Los  Angeles,  and  other  leading  metropolitan 
centers. 

Let  us  help  you  build  a  truly  beautiful  rare  coin  collection. 

And,  along  the  way,  we’ll  do  our  best  to  make  the  hobby  as  enjoyable  for  you. 


mainstream  of  investment  activity,  and  few  recog¬ 


nize  their  rarity . . 715 

1867  EF-45 . 29 

1872  MS-62  (NGC) . 135 

1873  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 395 

1874  Proof-65  (NGC) . 895 

1874  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1876  AU-58 . 95 

1876  AU-50 . 89 


Gem  1877  Three  Cents 

1877  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  key  date  in  the  nickel  three- 
cent  piece  series.  This  splendid  coin  is  a  “high  end” 
Proof-65  and  will  satisfy  the  most  discriminating 
buyer.  Few  equivalent  quality  pieces  exist  any¬ 
where . 2,250 

Splendid  1877  Proof 

1877  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  second  splendid 

example  of  this  classic . 2,250 

1878  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid,  glittering 

gem.  At  this  price  it  is  well  worth  considering  this 
classic  rare  date  for  your  type  set! . 725 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Second 
only  to  the  1877  in  terms  of  rarity  as  a  date.  A  su¬ 
perb  gem  Proof,  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen! 
Quality,  this  is  it! . 725 

1878  VF-20 . 545 

1880  MS-65  (NGC).  Low-mintage  date.  Another  of  the 

hundreds  of  new  coins  recently  purchased  (of 
which  we  mention  only  a  few  here,  in  order  to  save 
space  and  eliminate  redundancy) . 795 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1883  AU-58 . 350 

1884  VF-20 . 425 

1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Certainly  among  the 

finest  known  examples  of  this  Proof-only  date.  695 

1886  Proof-65  (ANACS).  Just  purchased . 525 

1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning.  Rar¬ 

est  Proof  nickel  three-cent  piece  of  the  decade,  and 
about  twice  as  rare  as  the  1887/6 .  1,050 

1887  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces.  A  great  rarity  in 
gem  business  strike  form.  Most  we’ve  seen  called 
business  strikes  have  been,  in  our  opinion,  mis-at- 
tributed  Proofs.  The  present  coin,  just  purchased, 
is  a  great  prize  for  the  knowing  buyer.  Over  the 
years  we’ve  handled  more  Mint  State  1893-S  Morgan 
dollars  (value:  over  $100,000  each)  than  Mint  State 
1887  nickel  three-cent  pieces! . 1,495 

1887  AU-58  (NGC).  A  coin  which  has  had  very  little, 
if  any,  actual  wear;  quite  possibly  an  MS-63  coin 


You  Have  First  Chance! 

This  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector  is  laden 
with  hundreds  of  new  purchases.  You 
have  first  chance  at  the  coins  you  need! 
Order  early  for  the  best  selection. 


with  some  toning . 495 

1887  VF-35.  A  notable  rarity  as  a  circulated  business 

strike.  We  like  the  date  1887,  (as  you  can  tell!),  and 
we  buy  them  whenever  we  see  nice  ones . 315 

1888  MS-63  RD  (ANACS) . 375 

1889  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1889  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1889  AU-50 . 119 


SILVER  3<  PIECES 


1854  MS-62  (NGC).  A  sharp  strike,  and  rare  as  such. 
Only  a  few  extant  Mint  State  coins  of  this  date  are 
as  well  struck.  A  find  for  the  type  set  collector,  rep¬ 
resenting  as  it  does  the  first  year  of  the  Type  II 

design . 695 

1856  AU-55.  Lightly  struck  as  usual.  Somewhat  scarce 
as  a  date,  significantly  more  so  than  1854 . 295 

1858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray  toning.  Al¬ 

though  most  1858  trimes  are  lightly  struck,  the 
present  piece  is  somewhat  of  an  exception  and  is 
much  sharper  than  normally  seen . 745 

1859  EF-40 . 65 

1860  AU-50  (PCI) . 110 

1861  MS-65.  Attractive  rainbow  toning.  A  splendid 

strike  with  a  generous  measure  of  eye  appeal;  one 
of  the  nicest  we’ve  ever  seen . 995 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  Attrac¬ 
tive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1862/1  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Popular 

overdate  variety . 1,195 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  in  this  grade  level. 
Graded  MS-63,  but  probably  if  you  were  to  grade  it 
MS-64  few  would  contest  it;  in  other  words,  this  is 

a  very  nice  MS-63 . 995 

1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  light 
toning  on  the  obverse.  This  1868  is  particularly 
choice  and  beautiful.  If  you  could  find  10  Proofs  at 
the  Proof-65  level  and  put  them  side  by  side,  this 
would  be  at  the  top  of  the  list  in  terms  of  quality  and 
aesthetic  appeal . 1,695 

1868  MS-63  (NGC).  Gray  and  lilac  toning.  Very  rare 

date,  and  in  business  strike  form  far  rarer  than  in 
Proof  format . 1,795 

1869  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1870  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  The  1870  is  always 

in  the  limelight  as  a  rare  date . 495 

1871  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1871  AU-58  (PCGS).  Ever-popular  rare  date . 550 

1871  EF-45.  Warmly  toned  in  varied  blue,  gold,  and 

gray.  Only  4,360  trimes  were  coined  during  the 
year,  one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  in  the 

series . 459 

1871  EF-40.  A  rarity . 435 
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1895  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 295 

1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  Recognized  as 

one  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  the  era . 245 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1903  MS-62.  Light  golden  toning . 79 

1903  AU-55  (PCI).  Lightly  toned . 59 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1905  EF-45 . 29 

1907  AU-58 . 59 

1908  MS-64.  Brilliant . 159 

1912  AU-55 . 39 

1912-D  MS-63.  An  attractive  specimen,  lightly  toned.  A 

nice  strike,  too.  Just  purchased . 365 

1912-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Another  nice  coin,  another  new 
purchase . 365 

191 2- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  attrac¬ 

tive  golden  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
low-mintage  issue,  recognized  as  a  key  Liberty 
nickel  from  virtually  the  year  it  was  minted.  How¬ 
ever,  not  many  people  collected  them  back  then, 
and  relatively  few  were  saved.  The  great  interest  in 
collecting  Liberty  nickels  by  date  and  mintmark  did 
not  arise  until  the  flourishing  of  Wayte  Raymond’s 
album  business  in  the  1930s.  Today,  the  191 2-S  in 
any  grade  is  in  strong  demand . 1,300 

Buffalo  Nickels 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1913- D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  11.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

Superb  1913-S  Type  II  Nickel 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  sharply 


NICKEL  5<  PIECES 

Shield  Nickels 

Gem  Proof-65  1866  5C 

1866  Rays.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  example 
having  sharp  frosty  devices  and  glittering  mirror 
fields.  A  winner  from  any  angle!  You  can  search  a 
year  and  not  find  the  equal  of  this  one!  High  numeri¬ 
cal  grade  and  high  aesthetic  appeal  combined. 
You’ll  really  like  having  this  in  your  collection! 
Shield  nickels  with  reverse  rays  were  coined  in  1866 
and  1867  only  and  consequently  are  eagerly  sought 
by  type  collectors . 4,650 

1866  Rays.  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  toning  around  the 

periphery . 350 

1867  Rays.  AU-58  (NGC) . 249 

1867  Rays.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 235 

1867  Rays.  EF45 . 169 

1867  Rays.  EF40 . 145 

1867  Without  Rays.  EF40 . 75 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally  bold 

strike .  465 

1876  EF40 . 79 

1877  Proof45  (PCGS).  A  Proof  coin  that  spent  a  year 
or  two  in  circulation.  An  opportunity  to  acquire  an 
inexpensive  (relatively  speaking)  example  of  this 


famous  rarity . 1,295 

1878  Proof-62.  Proof-only  date;  always  in  demand.  575 
1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ten  to  20  times  rarer  than 
an  equivalent  Proof!  One  of  many  new  purchases 
added  to  our  inventory . 995 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whis¬ 

per  of  light  golden  toning.  Remarkable  for  its  low 
business  strike  mintage,  one  of  the  lowest  of  the 
five-cent  denomination . 625 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  A 

delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  the 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny 
and  prooflike . 625 

1883/2  EF40.  Much  scarcer  than  the  “perfect  date” 
1883.  A  nice  example . 249 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1883  Shield.  EF40 . 42 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  inter¬ 
esting  coin  with  a  story,  certainly  one  of  the  most 
romantic  of  all  United  States  issues . 285 

1883  With  CENTS.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 85 

1884  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty . 825 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  toning . 650 

1887  AU-58.  Brilliant . 95 

1888  MS-63  (NGC) . 185 

1888  AU-55.  Brilliant . 135 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1889  MS-60.  Lustrous  with  light  golden  surfaces.  110 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  surfaces . 695 

1893  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1893  EF45 . 45 

1894  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 


struck  with  attractive  golden  surfaces.  This  is  an 
important  “condition  rarity”  among  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els .  3,650 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Another 
lovely  Buffalo.  Sure  to  please . 975 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

delicate  toning.  A  beauty! . 595 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1914  MS-64.  Brilliant . 139 

1914- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  New  purchase . 495 

1915  MS-65  (NGC) . 265 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lightly  toned  sur¬ 
faces . 265 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1915- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  splendid 

specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  fairly  difficult  to  find 
once  you  go  looking  for  them . 525 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Very  elu¬ 

sive  in  this  high  grade  and  in  the  quality  of  the 
example  here  offered.  A  splendid  item  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 1,150 

1916- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  toning.  Nice 

strike! . 550 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1917- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  splendid 

specimen  of  an  issue  which  can  be  called  rare  at  this 
grade  level . 935 

1917-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  toning.  .719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Where  else  in  numismatics  can 
you  select  from  three  different  examples  of  this 
Buffalo  nickel  in  the  same  grade?  Attractive  light 
golden  toning . 719 


ill 


Bowers  and  Merena  Invites  You  to  Take  Part  in 


Our  Wentworth  Exchange 

Mail  Bid  Sale 

Closing  for  bids  January  20,  1998 


Satiny  1853  No  Arrows  Half  Dime 


Scarce  1838-0  No  Stars  Dime 


Brilliant  Gem  Proof 1882  10<t 


Uncirculated  1838 
Capped  Bust  Quarter 


MAIL  BID  SALES — in  addition  to  our  famous  public  auction  sales — have  been 
a  specialty  of  Bowers  and  Merena  for  decades.  Now  we  offer  you  a  special  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  some  important  and  beautiful  U.S.  coins  for  your  collection  via  our 
Wentworth  Exchange.  Previously  open  only  to  those  on  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
mailing  list,  the  Wentworth  Exchange  has  been  a  successful  mail  bid  program  for  many 
years.  Now,  we  extend  this  cordial  invitation  for  you  to  jump  on  the  bandwagon, 
request  a  free  catalogue,  and  plan  to  participate! 

FIVE  HUNDRED  LOTS  from  half  cents  to  commemoratives  will  be  awarded 
to  lucky  bidders  on  January  20,  1998.  These  coins  are  described  in  detail,  illus¬ 
trated  when  appropriate,  and  presented  in  an  attractive  catalogue  for  your  bidding 
consideration.  Participation  is  easy!  Submit  your  bids  via  mail,  phone,  or  fax  using 
the  easy  directions  listed  in  the  catalogue.  And,  our  special  bidding  options  give  you 
the  edge  on  placing  successful  bids.  Easy-to-follow  instructions  are  listed  in  the 
catalogue. 

THE  SALE  FEATURES  A  SPLENDID  SELECTION  of  high-grade  type 
coins  from  half  cents  to  double  eagles.  Small  cents  include  a  gem  1 866  and  gem 
specimens  of  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  and  the  1914-D.  Rarities  in  other  series  are 
represented  by  a  gem  1853  No  Arrows  half  dime,  a  splendid  About  Uncirculated 
1838-0  Seated  Liberty  dime,  and  a  Mint  State  1838  Capped  Bust  quarter.  Also 
highlighted  is  a  complete  collection  of 
Barber  half  dollars  in  About  Uncircu- 
lated  condition  or  better.  Gold  rarities 
abound  with  a  selection  of  dazzling  $3 
gold  pieces.  And,  many  splendid  silver 
commemoratives,  including  a  gem  1921 
Missouri  2A4,  are  sure  to  please  the 
most  fastidious  collector. 


Lovely  Gem  1905-0  50<t 


500  FREE  CATALOGUES  ARE 
AVAILABLE  on  a  first-come,  first- 
served  basis.  Simply  complete  this 
coupon  below  and  we  will  send  you  one 
as  soon  as  they  are  printed  in  December. 
Have  a  question?  Just  call  Cynthia  or 
Carolyn  at  our  office  for  information  on 
participation  in  this  event.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon! 


Name 


Address 


s  City. 

i 

i  Daytime  Phone  # 


I  want  to  receive 
free  catalogue  for 
January  auction. 


tB  W  IKE 
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1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning,  a  very  nice 

strike . 499 

1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicately  toned.  A  superb  strike, 
and  worthy  of  close  attention  and  interest  for  this 
fact,  in  addition  to  its  quality  as  an  MS-64.  If  you 
could  find  10  specimens  of  the  1918-D  Buffalo  nickel 
in  MS-64  grade  and  line  them  up  in  a  row,  we  expect 
this  would  be  at  the  head  of  the  group,  quality-wise! 


A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 2,295 

1918-D  MS-62.  Light  golden  toning . 695 


1918- D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  combination  of 
high  grade  and  low  price.  Scarce  in  Mint  State.  495 

Gorgeous  191 9-D  Nickel 

1919- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive  light 
golden  toning.  This  gorgeous  1919-D  is  one  of  the 
nicest  examples  we  have  had  in  recent  years.  An 
opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  to  acquire  a  truly 
outstanding  piece,  a  Buffalo  nickel  that  will  be  dis¬ 
played  with  pleasure  for  many  years  to  come.  2,450 

Gem  1919-S  Nickel 

1919- S  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 

ing.  A  splendid  coin  of  gem  quality;  one  of  the  nicest 
we  have  ever  seen  or  handled,  a  coin  that  outranks 
some  we’ve  seen  graded  as  MS-65!  If  quality  is  your 
forte,  you’ll  really  enjoy  having  this  as  a  centerpiece 
in  your  collection . 4,895 

Notable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 

1920- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustre  with  toning  in 

blue  and  gold.  Very  attractive.  A  superb  strike  for 
a  1920-S.  Quality  such  as  this  is  very  difficult  to  find. 
A  true  prize  from  among  our  recent  acquisitions, 
this  1920-S  will  delight  the  connoisseur  and  ad¬ 
vanced  numismatist.  Certainly,  this  variety  in  this 
grade  is  one  of  the  key  issues  to  completing  a  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  set . 4,150 

Superb  MS-65  1921-S 

1921- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  and  cer¬ 

tainly  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  had  the  opportunity 
to  offer  in  recent  times.  The  surfaces  are  satiny  and 
most  design  features  are  bold.  Delicately  toned  in 
pastel  golden  brown  and  gray,  with  hints  of  pale 
blue  at  the  obverse  rim.  The  1921-S  is  an  important 
condition  rarity  at  the  MS-65  level . 4,750 

Gem  1921-S  Nickel 

1921-S  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  A  coin  that  has  it  all:  high  grade,  nice 
strike,  and,  equally  important,  superb  aesthetic 
appeal.  A  true  “wonder  coin”  for  the  Buffalo  nickel 


specialist . 3,465 

1923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance  of  ton¬ 
ing.  Highly  lustrous . 695 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 695 

1923-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 365 

Memorable  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  light  ton¬ 
ing,  a  far  above  average  strike,  and  superb  eye 
appeal.  A  tremendous  “find”  for  the  specialist  and 
connoisseur.  This  MS-64  piece,  very  nicely  struck, 
is  worth  more  in  our  opinion  (although  we  are  not 
charging  more),  than  an  MS-65  or  MS-66  piece  of 
average  strike  would  be  worth.  Quality  comes  to  the 
forefront  with  this  coin,  and  if  you  want  a  gem,  this 

is  it! . 5,650 

Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 

1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo  nickels 
at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find  for  the  specialist  who 
wants  a  high-grade  piece  at  a  relatively  low  (consid¬ 
ering  the  variety)  price.  Both  considerations  come 
together  nicely  in  this  coin.  Probably  worth  more 
than  the  price  we  ask,  which  is  only . 3,150 

1924- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 

1925- S  MS63  (NGC).  Far  above  average  strike.  Re¬ 

markable  for  its  quality,  and  in  this  condition, 
rare .  1,850 

1925- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very  beau¬ 
tiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  outstanding 
specimen,  an  especially  nice  strike,  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  (in  this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series.  Another 
splendid  coin,  another  find  for  the  specialist.  1,850 

1926- D  MS63  (NGC).  Just  purchased . 485 

1926-D  MS63  (PCGS).  Another  new  purchase . 485 

Superb  Mint  State  1926-S  Rarity 

1 926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  great  find!  A  splendid  coin  with 
light  rose  arid  golden  toning,  a  wonderful  example  of 
this  key  date  and  mintmark — a  variety  which  is  tra¬ 
ditionally  one  of  the  very  last  to  be  acquired  in  a 
specialized  collection  This  piece  is  certainly  one  of 
the  finest  Buffalo  nickels  of  any  date  or  mintmark  to 
come  on  the  market  in  recent  times.  How  lucky  we 
are  to  have  it  in  stock,  and  how  lucky  you  are  to  have 
the  chance  to  purchase  it.  Certainly,  this  will  be  the 


centerpiece  of  a  fine  collection . 10,525 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . . . 185 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Beautiful  light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 575 

1928- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 115 

Beautiful  Gem  1928-S  5< 

1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and  irides¬ 


cent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous  surfaces. 
A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this  grade  level,  al¬ 
though  the  issue  is  relatively  available  in  lower 
grades.  A  great  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 4,950 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with 
wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The  fields 
have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 
prooflike,  an  unusual  feature  for  the  era.  A  splendid 


coin  that  you  will  really  enjoy  owning . 1,450 

1929  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 

1931-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 


1934-D  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1934- D  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1935- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1936  Type  I.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  one  of 

the  earliest  Proofs  made  in  1936,  and  has  fields  that 
are  somewhat  between  an  earlier  Matte  Proof  finish 
and  the  later  brilliant  or  mirror  style . 1,050 

1936- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936- S/S  FS5C-020.  Repunched  mintmark.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning . 295 

1937  Proof-64.  A  lovely  gem  having  sharp  satiny  de¬ 

vices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Golden  gray 
iridescence . 795 

Mint  State  1937-D  3-Legged 

1937- D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 
ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  curious  die  anomaly, 


sure  to  be  a  showpiece  in  any  collection . 3,450 

1937-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 189 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1938  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1938-D  Buffalo.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE:  We’ve  bought 

dozens  and  dozens  of  beautiful,  brilliant,  lustrous 
coins.  Buy  one  choice  MS-63  for  $19,  or  squirrel 
away  a  little  hoard  of  10  for  just . 172 


Jefferson  Nickels 

1939-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE:  We’ve 
bought  several  dozen  choice  Mint  State  examples 
of  this  key  date.  Buy  one  for  $45,  or  a  group  of  10 


for . 437 

1939-S  MS-63.  Group  of  20  pieces,  the  lot . 310 

1942  Type  I.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1954-S/D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 


1954-S/D  Overmintmark.  SPECIAL  PURCHASE!  Fasci¬ 
nating  issue  with  the  S  mintmark  sharply  visible 
over  a  earlier  D!  Lovely  and  very  choice  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  THEY  ARE  SELLING  FAST!!!:  Order 
one  or  more  from  this  special  purchase,  while  they 
last!  And,  just  to  think,  typically  we  do  not  have  even 
one  in  stock!  Now  you  can  buy  a  single  for  $65,  or  a 


group  of  10  for  only . 599 

1954-S/D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


HALF  DIMES 


Choice  1800  Half  Dime 

1800  Valentine-1.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned  in 
deep  russet  and  light  blue.  A  high-grade  and  artisti¬ 
cally  satisfying  example  of  the  first  year  of  the  Draped 
Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle 


reverse.  Really  choice!  You’ll  like  this  one . 3,695 

1831  V-7.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265 

1832  V-l.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 229 

1834V-1.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 319 


1835  V-5.  Small  Date,  Urge  5C.  MS-64  (NGC).  The 
central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  gold  at  the 
borders.  The  fields  show  considerable  prooflike 
character.  A  splendid  half  dime,  and  one  that  will 
compare  favorably  with  some  certified  as  MS-65! 
Quality,  this  is  it! . 1,385 

1835  V-6.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharp 
and  lustrous.  A  beauty.  Another  piece  that  could 
take  MS-65  honors . 1,395 

1835  V-6.  AU-53  (ANACS) . 235 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Flat-Top  1.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Attractive,  very  lustrous,  and  with  beauti¬ 
ful  mint  frost.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a 
high-quality  example  for  your  type  set.  We  also  note 
that  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  notes  that  the 
Flat-Top  1  variety  is  much  rarer  in  choice  condition 
than  the  Peak-Top  1  type,  which  may  be  the  case 
(although  our  own  experience  differs).  In  any  event, 
we  are  charging  no  extra  premium  for  any  addi¬ 
tional  rarity  that  the  variety  might  have.  Here, 
indeed,  is  a  marvelous  opportunity . 1,595 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant, 
frosty  gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your  type  set.  695 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lus¬ 

trous — and  a  nice  strike,  too!  Just  purchased  as  we 
go  to  press! . 725 

1842  AU-55  (NGC) . 135 

1844  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  mostly  prooflike.  An 

extremely  choice  specimen,  nicer  than  some  we 
have  seen  graded  MS-65.  You’ll  really  appreciate 
this  if  it  becomes  part  of  your  collection . 695 

Notable  1844-0  Half  Dime 

1844-0  V-l.  Medium  O.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned 
in  light  gold  with  a  hint  of  sea  blue.  Rare  this  nice. 
A  prize  for  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist . 2,695 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  exceptional 
detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate  toning.  695 

1845  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing .  695 

1849  Repunched  date.  VF-20 . 49 

1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  silver 
surfaces.  Quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level . 795 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in 
all  grades,  especially  so  in  Mint  State.  Although  the 


Guide  Book  suggests  that  135,000  were  struck,  it  is 
likely  the  case  that  the  vast  majority  of  these  were 
retained  at  the  Mint  and  melted,  for  at  the  time  the 
bullion  or  melt-down  value  of  such  pieces  was 
higher  than  their  face  value,  and  it  would  have  been 
an  exercise  in  futility  to  have  released  them.  This 
untenable  situation  was  rectified  by  the  Act  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  1853,  which  reduced  the  authorized 
weight.  Later  issues  produced  under  this  legislation 
had  arrows  at  the  date,  were  of  lighter  weight,  and 
circulated  freely.  A  popular  and  eagerly  sought 

three-year  design  type . 750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

yellow  peripheral  toning . 795 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray  iri¬ 
descence  complements  the  frosty  devices  and 

satiny  fields . 795 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 98 

1853  Arrows.  VF-30 . 65 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  719 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

1854  AU-58 . 145 

Gem  1854-0  Half  Dime 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled.  A  great  find  for  the  connoisseur.  One  of  the 

prize  issues  in  our  half  dime  inventory . 3,950 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  blue  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  A  splendid  coin  of  a  quality  seldom 
seen  except  when  old-time  collections  are  brought 

on  the  market . 1,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  espe¬ 
cially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the 
rims.  The  New  Orleans  version  is  considerably 
rarer  in  this  grade  than  is  the  Philadelphia  Mint 

1854  half  dime .  1,095 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of 
golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 595 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  coin — you’ll 

like  it!  Just  purchased . 219 

1858  Inverted  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty 
with  some  light  golden  toning.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  glaring  diecutting  errors  of  the  19th  century. 
The  date  was  first  cut  upside  down  and  then  cor¬ 
rected!  A  “fun”  coin  you’ll  enjoy  having  in  your 
collection.  The  die  blunder  is  sharply  visible  under 


low  magnification . 1,750 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 650 

1858  Clashed  dies.  EF-45 . 55 


1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  delicate  ton¬ 
ing.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow  star  points  and 
slightly  differently  configured  Miss  Liberty.  ...  1,650 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  but  is  fairly  elusive  in  Mint 
State,  particularly  in  the  high  preservation  offered 
here . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant.  A  splendid  specimen,  not  often  seen. ...  1,050 

1861  EF-40.  Deeply  toned . 38 

1863- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  1863-S  combines 

high  grade,  great  eye  appeal,  and  a  generous  mea¬ 
sure  of  rarity.  A  true  find  for  the  connoisseur  and 
specialist . 1,575 

1864  MS63.  Attractive  gunmetal-blue  toning.  A  business 

strike,  not  a  Proof,  and  thus  of  great  rarity . 1,295 

1864- S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as  nice  as 

this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch  mint  half  dimes 
were  not  recognized  for  their  numismatic  desirabil¬ 
ity  until  two  or  three  decades  later,  by  which  time 
most  had  acquired  wear . 695 

1865  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  light  lilac 

toning.  The  1865  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  dates 
of  the  half  dime  series.  Not  only  is  the  Proof  mint¬ 
age  low  (just  500  pieces),  but  business  strikes  are 
rare  as  well . 1,750 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giving  way 

to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the  rims.  A  superb 
and  numismatically  memorable  specimen  of  one  of 
the  lowest  mintage  coins  in  the  half  dime  series.  The 
connoisseur  will  like  this  one . 1,450 


1866  EF-45.  Rare  and  desirable  in  all  grades . 625 

1867-S  MS-63. 1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A  popular 
branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint  State.  .  850 
1869  MS-64.  Gorgeous  light  magenta  toning.  A  splen¬ 
did  “find"  among  the  many  new  purchases  offered 


in  this  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector . 750 

1872  AU-58  (NGC) . 79 


DIMES 


Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1814  John  Reich-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  delicate  toning . 2,195 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1814  Dime 
1814  JR-4.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  A  major  rarity  at  this  level.  The  specialist 
as  well  as  the  collector  of  coins  by  design  types  will 

recognize  this  as  a  highly  important  find . 3,650 

1820  JR-1.  VF-25 . 175 

1820  JR-7.  MS-62  (ANACS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  speci¬ 

men  that  is  sure  to  please.  Another  one  of  the  many 
new  purchases  listed  in  this  issue . 1,450 

Gem  1821  Dime 

1821  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  lilac  toning 
over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  An  exceptionally  nice 
specimen  of  this  early  issue.  A  splendid  coin!  4,295 

1821  JR-7.  Large  Date.  AU-50  or  finer.  Intermingled 
gold,  gray,  and  blue  iridescence  complements  both 
surfaces.  This  is  the  surface  one  expects  to  find  on 
a  piece  from  an  old-time  private  or  museum  collec¬ 
tion.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 750 

1823/2  JR-1.  Small  E’s.  AU-50 . 595 

1823/2  JR-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  You’ll  like  its  appearance 

and  overall  quality . 675 

1824/2  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lovely  early  dime  with 

much  mint  lustre . 1,395 

1829  JR-4.  EF-40.  Light  golden  toning . 175 

1829  JR-6.  Rarity-3.  EF-45 . 295 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse.  Sharply 

struck.  Pleasing  light  toning . 995 

1832  JR-2.  AU-53  (NGC) . 359 

1834  JR-1.  MS-62  (NGC).  Beautiful  frosty  surfaces  with 

delicate  gold  toning  around  the  rims.  Lots  of  eye 
appeal  for  this  one!  Just  purchased,  and  sure  to  sell 

quickly . 895 

1834  JR-5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  rosy 
gold  peripheral  toning.  About  equal  in  quality  to  the 
finest  example  of  the  variety  known  to  the  authors 
of  the  John  Reich  dime  book.  You  could  search  for 
years  and  not  find  its  equal.  Ideal  for  the  variety 


specialist  as  well  as  the  “type”  collector . 1,465 

1834  JR-6.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  some  light  ton¬ 
ing  amidst  the  stars . 495 


1835  JR-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces. 
A  splendid  specimen  that  will  satisfy  the  connois¬ 
seur.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  quality  half  dime  of 
the  Capped  Bust  type,  consider  this  gem.  Guaran¬ 
teed  to  please . 2,295 

1835  JR-5.  AU-50 . 345 

1835  JR-8.  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous . 395 

1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
An  outstanding  example,  probably  in  the  Condition 
Census  for  the  die  variety.  A  prize  for  the  alert  spe¬ 
cialist . 2,295 

Gem  1837  Capped  Bust  Dime 
1837  JR-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  example, 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence — far  ahead  of  the 
finest  known  (MS-60)  to  the  authors  of  the  Early  U.S. 


Dimes,  1796-1837  reference  book! . 2,695 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

1838-0  No  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Fairly  elusive  in  all 
grades,  especially  above  the  VF  level . 725 


This  &  That 

THE  CALIFORNIA  GOLD  RUSH  and  the  assayers  and  coiners  associated  with  it  form 
the  subject  of  quite  a  bit  of  research  through  old  newspapers,  as  gathered  by  Dan  Owens. 
We  plan  to  publish  this  information  in  1998  as  a  “source  book”  for  ail  interested  in  Gold 
Rush-iana,  gold  coins,  gold  ingots,  and  related  items. 

*pc 

RECENTLY  two  vintage  bombers  from  the  World  War  II  era  were  at  a  regional  airport, 
a  B-17  and  a  B-24.  Members  of  the  public  desiring  to  take  a  flight  on  either  could  do  so  for 

$300.  We  were  tempted,  but  had  another  commitment  that  day. 

*1*  *1* 

AMONG  THE  BOOKS  we  purchased  last  weekend  on  a  jaunt  to  several  of  our  favorite 
New  Hampshire  shops  was  one  published  in  Richmond  in  1862,  giving  the  Confederate 
viewpoint  of  the  Civil  War,  with  Lincoln  being  a  scoundrel,  the  Union  soldiers  being  rebels, 
etc.  The  right  to  define  history  usually  goes  to  the  winning  side  of  any  conflict,  and  while 
few  would  argue  today  that  the  slavery  cause  was  desirable,  still  it  is  interesting  to  read  an 
opposing  viewpoint. 

&  %  sfc 

WHAT  IS  THE  PROPER  TERM  for  the  portrait  Robert  Lovett,  Jr.,  the  Philadelphia  die 
sinker,  used  on  his  1861-dated  Confederate  States  of  America  cent  as  well  as  on  his  1860 
store  card?  Liberty  Head  and  Minerva  Head  have  been  used  in  the  past.  An  early  version  (the 
absolute  earliest?)  of  this  portrait  appeared  on  the  French  centime  in  1794  (Krause-Mishler 
No.  134).  However,  was  there  an  earlier  version,  such  as  on  a  bust  or  statue? 

4? 

COIN  COLLECTING  has  been  called  “the  world’s  greatest  hobby.”  We  agree. 
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Remarkable  Mint  State  1842-0  Dime 
1842-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  enhances 
both  surfaces.  The  1842-0  is  an  important  rarity  in 
Uncirculated  grade.  An  exquisite  strike,  a  splendid 
impression.  We  doubt  that  as  many  as  15  different 
examples  grading  MS-60  or  better  could  be  ac¬ 
counted  for.  A  prize  coin  by  any  standard.  ...  3,450 

1845-0  VF-20  (NGC).  Very  attractive . 195 

1848  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  as  well 

as  a  specialized  collection . 625 

The  Eliasberg  1850-0  Dime 
1850-0  MS-60.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of 
light  brown.  Small  0  mintmark.  Rare  so  fine.  2,395 
From  Lyman  H.  Low’s  sale  of  the  Mama,  et  al. 
Collections,  July  1903,  to  John  M.  Clapp,  to  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr. 

Pleasing  Gem  1853  Dime 
1853  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  especially  pleasing 
specimen,  a  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  example  of  the 
first  year  with  arrows  at  the  date.  A  candidate  for 

inclusion  in  a  high-quality  type  set . 2,695 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  irides¬ 
cence  at  the  centers  changes  to  rich  golden  brown 
peripherally.  Wisps  of  navy  blue  can  be  seen  at  the 
extreme  rims.  A  popular  three-year  design  type.  775 
1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Ever 
popular  for  inclusion  in  type  sets . 475 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially 

nice  example . 475 

1854  MS-61  (ANACS) . 335 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  gray  and  light 

golden  toning . 895 

1857-0  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  periph¬ 
eral  toning.  A  coin  with  much  eye  appeal . 325 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 

1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  rainbow  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 575 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  just  a  hint  of 
pale  gold.  Eagerly  sought  because  of  its  status  as  a 
two-year  design  type.  Not  easy  to  find  in  such  gem 
preservation.  A  splendid  coin  the  connoisseur  will 

appreciate . 1,950 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far  rarer  in 

business  strike  form  than  in  Proof . 795 

1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Gunmetal-blue  toning  with  a 
whisper  of  light  lilac . 350 

1882  MS-62 . 195 

1883  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Toned  in  blue  and  orange.  350 

1883  AU-58 . 79 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  high  grades. ...  875 

1887  AU-50 . 65 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 695 

1890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  peripheral 
toning . i . 549 

1890- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 195 

1891- 0  VF-30 . 16 

Barber  Dimes 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate 
toning . 145 


1892- 0  EF-40 . 52 

1893  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  in  blues  and  or¬ 
anges .  115 

1893- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  frosty 
surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck,  so  sharp  that  it  could 
win  an  award  if  such  were  offered.  Somewhat  scarce 
at  this  grade  level  and  very  scarce  at  this  quality 
level.  Avery  attractive,  lustrous  specimen.  ..  1,595 

1894- 0  MS-60.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning.  Very 

scarce  in  all  high  grades,  quite  rare  in  Mint  State.  A 
find  for  the  specialist  and  connoisseur . 1,195 

1894- 0  VG-8 . 75 

1895- 0  VF-35  (PCGS).  The  key  mintmark  (except  for 

the  famous  1894-S)  in  the  Barber  dime  series.  In 
demand  in  any  season . 1,395 

1896- 0  EF-45  (ANACS).  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the 

series.  Just  purchased . 475 

Gem  1896-S  Rarity 

1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  Of  the  finest  specimens  we  have 
ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key  Barber  dime  issue. 


You’ll  really  enjoy  the  quality  of  this  one! . 3,400 

1898- 0  F-12 . 79 

1899- 0  Repunched  mintmark.  F-15 . 1 10 

1901  MS-60.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 99 

1903  EF-40 . 22 

1903-0  MS-60.  Lustrous . 265 

Gem  1904-S  Dime  Rarity 


1904-S  MS64,  prooflike.(NGC).  Intermingled  gold  and 
violet  iridescence  complements  both  surfaces.  The 
1904-S  is  scarce  in  all  grades,  and  is  a  condition  rar¬ 
ity  at  the  MS-64  level.  It  would  probably  require  a 
long  and  arduous  search  to  find  another  example 
this  nicely  preserved.  A  highly  important  Barber 


dime . 2,695 

1905-0  EF-45 . 75 

1905- S  MS-60,  prooflike . 265 

1906  Recut  6  in  Date  (Breen-3548).  AU-58 . 135 

1906- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1907- S  EF-40 . 47 

1908  AU-55 . 59 

1908- D  AU-50 . 65 

1908- S  AU-55 . 175 

1909- D  MS-63.  Nicely  toned.  Just  purchased,  and  of¬ 
fered  here  for  the  first  time . 995 

1910- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  splendid 

coin . 735 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  toning . 125 

1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1911  AU-55 . 55 

1912- D  EF-40 . 24 

1913  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  glittering  gem.  Quality,  this  is 

it! . 695 

1913- S  EF-40.  Low-mintage  key  date.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 225 

Mercury  Dimes 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  brilliant 

and  the  reverse  is  deeply  toned . 52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 46 


Bob  Wilhite  Commentary 

In  going  through  some  clipping  files  in  the  course  of  turning  out  this  issue  of  The  Coin 
Collector,  we  came  across  an  article  by  Bob  Wilhite,  which  appeared  in  Numismatic  News, 
March  16, 1993.  Around  that  time  we  mentioned  it  in  our  own  publication,  Coin  Collector  No. 
42,  we  believe,  but  now  figure  that  it  is  worth  repeating.  If  anything,  the  philosophy  is  even 
more  important  as  we  head  toward  the  year  1 998. 

Bob’s  article  was  titled  “Remember  Eye  Appeal?  Coins  Need  It.”  Here  it  is: 

Trading  slabs  sight-unseen  is  rapidly  becoming  old-fashioned.  More  and  more 
collectors,  dealers,  and  even  investors  are  demanding  that  they  see  what  they  are  buying 
up-front  before  making  any  solid  commitments.  This  is  especially  true  for  the  more 
expensive  coins.  Common-date  double  eagles  and  silver  dollars  still  have  a  sight-unseen 
market,  but  many  of  the  better  coins  don’t.... 

There  are  several  reasons  given  for  the  switch  back  to  sight-seen  trading.  One  is  the 
lack  of  cash  flow  within  the  trade.  When  dealers  are  really  flush  with  cash  it  is  usually 
because  the  market  is  hot. 

They  can  afford  to  take  a  chance  on  sight-unseen  trading  in  a  bull  market,  because 
if  one  customer  doesn’t  buy  the  piece,  the  next  one  probably  will.  Even  if  he  doesn’t  the 
dealer  feels  more  comfortable  stocking  high-priced  material  than  in  periods  like  now 
when  cash  flow  is  a  problem. 

It’s  back  to  the  old  golden  rule  we  have  discussed  in  the  past— he  who  has  the  gold 
makes  the  rules.  The  market  for  high-priced  dollars  and  type  coins  is  much  like  it  was 
before  the  advent  of  third-party  grading  services. 

Buyers  used  to  run  lengthy  want  lists  for  particular  coins.  When  they  received  a 
shipment  from  another  dealer,  they  would  pick  through  the  lot  and  send  most  or  often 
all  the  coins  back  saying  they  didn’t  meet  their  standards.  Third-party  grading  eliminated 
much  of  that  for  awhile,  but  that  was  when  the  market  was  hot  and  cash  was  abundant. 

The  grading  services  continue  to  play  a  very  important  role  in  the  marketplace,  but 
just  because  they  grade  a  coin  MS-65  doesn’t  mean  that  everyone  is  willing  to  accept  it. 

It’s  not  because  they  don’t  feel  the  coin  is  properly  graded,  but  now  they  are 
concerned  about  eye  appeal. 

Remember  that  term?  That’s  where  the  dealer  who  is  buying  white-only  dollars  for 
his  client  is  coming  from.  His  client  has  cash  and  wants  white  coins  only.  That  is  causing 
some  pretty  big  spreads  to  occur  between  MS-65s  of  the  same  date  and  mintmark. 

Don’t  look  for  this  to  change  right  away,  because  we  figure  it  is  the  new  trend  and 
will  continue  until  another  boom  comes  along  and  the  “gold”  is  spread  around. 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we’ve  always  maintained  that  numerical  grade  can 
be  one  thing,  and  numismatic  desirability  can  be  something  else  entirely.  It  is  precisely  for  this 
reason  that  we  spend  so  much  time  and  effort  buying  coins— often  looking  at  a  half  dozen  pieces 
or  more  in  order  to  find  one  that  is  just  right  for  our  inventory  and  our  clients. 


1916  Mercury.  MS-63.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  white  with  just 

a  whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 535 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1916- S  Mercury.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1917- D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 770 

191 7-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395 

1917-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  expensive,  but 

surely  beautiful! . 265 

1917- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . .  215 

1918- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 385 

1920-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  on 

satiny  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  ...  595 
1920-D  MS-63.  Attractive  brilliant  and  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 325 

1920-S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  an 
issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  A 
lustrous,  sparkling  piece  which  the  discriminating 

buyer  will  truly  appreciate . 995 

1921  AU-58  FB.  Brilliant,  attractive,  and — of  course — 
rare.  Another  of  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  in 
this  issue! . 995 

1923- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 235 

1924- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen, 
a  very  attractive  piece  that  is  sure  to  satisfy.  ..  550 

Superb  Gem  1925-D  Dime 

1925- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Light  rose  toning.  A  superb 

gem  specimen  equaled  in  quality  by  few  others  in 
existence  anywhere.  If  you  are  a  connoisseur  of  the 
Mercury  dime  series  and  want  a  show-stopper,  this 
is  for  you! . 5,395 

1925- D  MS64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  As  nice 

as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level.  Quality  and 
a  bargain,  in  our  opinion . 1,595 

Memorable  1926-D  Dime 

1926- D  MS65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Sharply  struck.  Seldom  seen  in  this  combination  of 
high  technical  grade,  sharp  strike,  and  pleasing  vi¬ 
sual  appeal . 2,695 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1926- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 435 

192 7- D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 695 

1927- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning . 695 

1928- S  MS-63  FB  Brilliant . 395 

1929- D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1929-S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 435 

1931  AU-50 . 20 

1931-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage  issue . 235 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  glittering  little  gem, 

a  coin  of  especially  high  quality.  Not  to  be  over¬ 
looked  is  its  status  as  the  lowest-mintage  (4,130 

pieces)  Proof  in  the  Mercury  dime  series . 1,095 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1936  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 26 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1936- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1937- D  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 179 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  SPECIAL:  We  re¬ 

cently  bought  a  small  group  and  they  are  selling  fast! 
Order  now  to  get  one . 179 

1938  Proof64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  satiny  sur¬ 
faces .  149 

1938  MS-60.  Brilliant . 13 

1938- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1938-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 26 

1938-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 265 

1938- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS) . 265 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1939-D  MS65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 22 

1940  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1940- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 49 

1940-S  MS66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1940-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 24 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1941- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1 94 1-S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 38 

1941-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

194 1- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 25 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1942- D  Roll  of  50  pieces.  MS-64  to  65 . 595 

1942-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1942-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1942-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Just  a  whisper  of  toning.  310 
1942-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 115 

1942- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1943- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1943-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 16 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 16 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 . 14 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 16 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 
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20C  PIECES 

1875-S  AU-58  (NGC).  The  fields  are  lustrous,  if  graded 
separately,  would  be  MS-60  or  finer.  You’ll  really  like 

this  one! . 435 

1875-S  AU-55 . 375 

1875-S  AU-50.  Pleasing  pastel  gold  surfaces . 350 

1875-S  EF-45 . 260 

1876  AU-50  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 525 
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QUARTER  DOLLARS 

1806  Breen-3.  VF-35  (NGC).  Light  gray  toning.  Another 
of  the  seemingly  countless  new  purchases  we’ve 
added  to  our  inventory  in  the  closing  days  of  1997.  995 
1806  B-9.  VF-20.  Light  gray  toning.  A  nice  “type”  coin 

for  a  set  of  American  coin  designs . 750 

1818  B-4.  EF-40.  Light  golden  and  gray  toning . 695 

Mint  State  1822  Quarter 
1822  B-l.  Rarity-2.  Normal  Die.  MS-62.  Light  lilac  and 
gray  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  A  very  attractive 
specimen.  Scarce  in  all  grades;  a  major  rarity  in  a 

grade  such  as  this . 4,150 

1822  B-l.  AU-53.  Nicely  toned  in  sea  green,  rose  and 

gold . 1,795 

1822  B-l.VF-25  (NGC) . 395 

1824/2  B-1.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 495 

1825  B-1.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleasing  golden  toning.  1,350 

1833  B-l.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 325 

1834  B-4.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Gorgeous  light  iridescent 

toning . 525 

1835  B-7.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 595 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1839  VF-20 . 65 

1840-0  With  Drapery.  MS-60.  Very  lustrous.  Brilliant 
with  light  golden  toning.  A  few  notches  quality-wise 
above  the  usually  seen  example  of  this  issue.  1,260 
1841  AU-55  (NGC).  Attractive  with  iridescent  toning 
around  the  rims.  A  winner  in  the  eye-appeal  sweep- 

stakes . 495 

1845  EF-45 . 95 

1848  EF-45  (PCGS) . 295 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40 . 135 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-35 . 75 

1856  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1858-S  F-15 . 145 

1861  EF-45 . 75 

1863  F-12 . 59 

1865- S  VF-20 . 299 

1866- S  With  Motto.  F-12 . 369 

1867  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  A  key  date  in  any 

grade . 750 

1873  Arrows.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 490 

1873  Arrows.  EF-45  (ANACS) . 269 

1873-S  Arrows.  AU-55 . 495 

Remarkable  Gem  1875-S  Quarter 
1875-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem,  remarkable  for  its 
beauty  and  high  quality.  The  coin  is  well  struck,  with 
satiny,  lustrous  fields,  overlaid  with  delicate  toning. 
In  the  unlikely  event  that  you  could  find  a  dozen  1875- 
S  quarters  in  this  numerical  grade  and  line  them  up 
side  by  side,  this  would  be  the  finest!  An  item  for  the 

connoisseur,  but  priced  at  only . 3,450 

1875-S  VF-20 . 155 

1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 995 

1877-S  S  over  horizontal  S.  VF-30.  Curious  and  interest¬ 
ing  Engraving  Department  error  at  the  Mint;  the  S 
was  first  punched  in  a  horizontal  position,  then 

corrected . 195 

1882  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  toning 
around  the  borders.  A  very  nice  example  of  this 

popular  low-mintage  date . 875 

1891  Proof-62.  Brilliant  fields;  delicate  golden  toning 
around  the  rims.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  ever  find 
at  this  grade  level . 425 

1891  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . . 495 

1891-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  gray  surfaces . 195 

1891- S  AU-50.  Toned . 175 

Barber  Quarters 

1892  MS-62  (NGC).  Type  II.  One  of  hundreds  of  new 

purchases  offered  in  these  pages,  including  many 
quarter  dollars . 1 75 

1892  Type  I  (tip  of  crossbar  of  E  in  UNITED  visible).  AU- 

53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1892  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1892  Type  II.  EF-45. . 85 

1892- 0  Type  II.  MS-60 . 285 

1893- 0  MS-64.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  deepens  to  golden  brown  peripherally . 850 

1894- S  AU-53 . 185 

1895- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Another 
new  purchase  offered  here  for  the  first  time ....  595 

1896  MS-64.  Light  golden  toning.  Far  above  average  in 
quality . 595 
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1900-S  AU-50 . 

1902  Proof-61.  Brilliant  and, 

ing . 

1902-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 

1902-0  EF-45 . 

1902-0  VF-25 . : . 

1904  AU-50 . 

1904  EF-40 . 


. 125 

for  the  grade,  very  pleas- 

. 395 

. 195 

. 125 

. 65 

. 129 

. 69 


1904-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Much  original  lustre  still  re¬ 
mains.  A  hard-to-find  key  issue,  a  find  for  the  Barber 
quarter  specialist  who  opts  not  to  spend  thousands 


of  dollars  for  a  choice  Mint  State  coin  . 525 

1906  EF-45 . 85 

1907  Proof-60.  Iridescent  toning . 350 

1907  VF-20 . 34 

1908-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1908-D  VF-35 . 45 

1911-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 595 

1911-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1913  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  of  selected 

quality;  but,  then,  you  know  as  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  client  that  quality  is  very  important.  1,895 

1914- D  AU-50 . 119 

1915  AU-50 . 110 

1915- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 165 

1915- D  EF-40 . 69 

1916  Barber.  AU-50 . 110 

1916- D  Barber.  VF-20 . 34 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

1916  F-12  (ANACS).  The  key  to  the  Standing  Liberty 
quarter  dollar  series.  Only  52,000  were  minted,  and 
very  few  were  saved.  The  presently  offered  coin,  has 


beautiful  light  silver  and  gray  surfaces . 2,195 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1917  Type  I.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 99 

1917  Type  I.  EF-45  FH . 119 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1918  AU-50 . 85 


Back  to  a  Century  Ago 

Test  Your  Numismatic  Knowledge 

Let's  pretend  that  it  is  1 898,  a  century  ago.  Things  were  quite  a  bit  different  from  what  they 

are  today  in  1 997  or  will  be  in  the  new  year. 

1 998.  The  questions  have  to  do  with  numismatics  in  the  long-ago  era  when  McKinley  was  in  the  White  House  and  Wilbur  and  Orville  Wright 

were  busy  making  bicycles. 

Get  three  or  more  questions  right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get  four  right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert  class.  Get  all  five  correct,  and  you 

deserve  an  1898  Indian  cent!  Answers  are  given  at  the  end. 

1 .  The  popularity  of  various  coin  series 

its  first  commemorative  gold  coin. 

one  was  not  operative? 

often  moves  in  cycles.  If  you  were  an  active 

c.  William  Jennings  Bryan  would  announce 

a.  Carson  City. 

collector  in  1898,  you  would  have  found 

that  he  had  become  a  numismatist. 

b.  New  Orleans. 

this  to  have  been  a  “hot”  series: 

d.  Howard  R.  Newcomb  would  publish  his 

c.  Philadelphia. 

a.  Carson  City  silver  and  gold  coins. 

first  research  findings  on  Morgan  silver  dol- 

d.  San  Francisco. 

b.  Hard  Times  tokens  of  the  era  1832- 

lars. 

1844. 

5.  One  of  the  foremost  numismatists 

c.  Morgan  silver  dollars. 

3 .  Among  the  more  active  rare  coin  dealers  of 

at  the  time  was  also  an  accomplished 

d.  Proof  $20  pieces. 

the  period  were  all  except  one  of  the  following: 

writer,  artist,  and  poet  and,  in  fact,  had 

a.  The  Chapman  brothers  (S.  Hudson  and 

designed  the  50C  stamp  for  the  Columbian 

2.  During  the  year  1898,  this  would 

Henry). 

Exposition.  We  are  referring  to: 

happen: 

b.  Lyman  H.  Low. 

a.  John  K.  Curtis. 

a.  Many  1898-dated  silver  coins  from 

c.  Harlan  P.  Smith. 

b.  Augustus  G.  Heaton. 

the  San  Francisco  Mint,  particularly  Bar- 

d.  B.  Max  Mehl. 

c.  Shubael  Childs. 

ber  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars, 

d.  Dr.  George  F.  Heath. 

would  be  shipped  to  the  Philippines. 

4.  Several  mints  are  keeping  busy  turning 

b.  The  Philadelphia  Mint  would  strike 

out  coins;  ail  but  one  of  the  following.  Which 

q-S  ‘e-fr  ‘p-e  ‘v-Z  ‘q-l  :s>13MSNV 

1918-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  Not 
easy  to  find  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 


high  quality . 725. 

1918-D  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  especially  brilliant  and  quite 

beautiful  specimen . 650 

1919  AU-50 . 109 

1919  EF-40 . 69 


1920  MS-64.  Especially  brilliant  and  frosty.  Quite  inex¬ 
pensive,  don’t  you  think?  There  are  many  great 
values  to  be  found  among  Mint  State  coins  below 
the  65  level,  and  this  quarter,  just  purchased,  seems 


to  be  one  of  them . 215 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Highly  acclaimed  as  a  key  issue. 
A  beautiful  specimen  that  is  guaranteed  to  please 

(as  always) . 1,295 

1921  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this 

scarce  date . 1,295 

1921  AU-50.  Attractive  with  light  toning . 350 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 119 

1925  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-60 . 115 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1926-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 125 

1926- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  An 

especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date  among 
later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize  item  for  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist . 1,195 

1927- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 975 

1928- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1929  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 120 

1929- S  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1930  MS-63  (PCGS) . 159 

1930  MS-62.  Brilliant . 119 

1930  AU-58  (PCI).  Brilliant . 65 

1930  AU-55 . 59 


Washington  Quarters 

1932  MS-64  (NGC) . 48 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-66  (NGC) . 99 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 39 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful . 325 

1934-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  259 

1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1935- D  MS66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden  toning  over 
deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beautiful! ....  1,495 

1935-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 285 

1935- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  peripheral  toning.  A  prize  example  of  this 
modern  Proof  rarity . 875 

1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lowest  mintage  issue 
among  Proof  Washington  quarters.  A  beautiful 
coin . 750 

1936- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Key  issue  in  Mint  State 


(but  of  no  particular  account  in  worn  grades).  A 


lovely  specimen . 

1936-8  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

1936-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

. 475 

. 85 

. 75 

1937  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 

. 465 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 

. 350 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 149 

1937-1)  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

. 55 

1937-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 55 

1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

. 45 

1940-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 

. 59 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 149 

1942  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56 

1942-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  light  rain¬ 
bow  toning  on  the  obverse . 56 

1942- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 17 

1943- S  AU-58 . 19 

1945-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 99 

1950  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 95 

1950  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Cameo . 135 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 


HALF  DOLLARS 


Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 

1795  Overton-104.  F-12.  Attractive  surfaces  with  light 
gray  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  first  design 

type  in  the  series . 1,250 

1795  O-108a.  VG-8.  A  pleasing  specimen  at  this  grade 

level . 625 

1795  O-lll  Three  Leaves  50C 
1795  O-lll.  Three  Leaves  variety.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 
(NGC).  The  Three  Leaves  issue  is  a  sub-type  which 

places  the  variety  in  special  demand . 6,900 

From  the  Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr.  Collection. 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1803  0-102.  Large  3.  VF-30  (ANACS).  Draped  Bust  ob¬ 
verse,  as  first  employed  in  the  half  dollar  series  in 

1801 . 495 

1803  0-104.  Rarity-3.  Small  3.  EF-45.  Very  attractively 
toned . 1,395 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 
Lettered  Edge 

1807  0-112.  Large  Stars.  50/20.  AU-50  (NGC).  A  very 
attractive  specimen  combining  attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing  with  some  original  mint  lustre.  A  very  nice  strike, 

which  for  this  variety  is  seldom  the  case . 1,850 

1809  0-109. 1III  edge.  AU-50  (NGC) . 750 

181 1  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Warmly  toned  in  pleasing 
rainbow  hues . 635 

1817  O-l  13  MS-61  (NGC).  Intermingled  golden  brown 

and  slate  gray  toning.  In  the  middle  of  the  Overton 
Condition  Census  for  the  die  variety,  which  is  listed 
as  65-65-60-55-55 . 995 

1818  0-107.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with  am¬ 

ber  toning  through  the  date.  Needle-sharp  strike.  A 
prize  winner  that  will  look  great  in  a  specialized 
collection  or  a  type  set . 1,895 

1819/80-101.  MS-6 1  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning  with  a 
hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Popular 

overdate . 1,695 

1820/19  0-101  AU-50  (ANACS).' . 750 

1820/19  0-102.  AU-53  (NGC) . 735 

1820  0-102.  VF-30 . 175 

1820  0-105.  MS-61  (NGC).  Attractive  iridescent  ton¬ 

ing.  Somewhat  prooflike.  Long  recognized  as  one  of 
the  scarcer  dates  in  the  series . 950 

1821  0-101.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 495 

1823  O-lll.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with  faint 


This  &  That 

NOT  A  GOOD  TERM,  it  seems,  In  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins,  this  definition  is  nixed:  “TURBAN  HEAD:  1.  Misnomer  for  John  Reich’s 
‘Classic  Head’  design.  2.  Misnomer  for  Gobrecht’s  1836-39  half-dollar  bust.  Both  originated 
with  ignorant  people  who  had  never  seen  a  real  turban.” 

ifc 

DAVID  L.  GANZ,  who  was  elected  president  of  the  ANA  and  served  for  the  1993-1995 
term,  has  been  keeping  us  abreast  on  his  activities  in  his  home  town  in  New  Jersey.  It  seems 
that  he  mounted  an  aggressive  campaign  for  a  local  office  and  won  by  the  proverbial  landslide. 

Sfe 

Yf*  rpr- 

THE  ULTIMATE  CURRENCY  COLLECTIBLE?  A  120-foot  long  “web”  press,  which 
cost  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  $12.7  million  in  1991,  was  used  to  produce 
currency  on  continuous  rolls  (rather  than  sheets)  of  paper.  It  was  hailed  as  the  latest  and  best 
thing  going.  Implementation  of  the  web-fed  press  idea  cost  about  $20  million  extra,  but 
apparently  all  of  the  bugs  were  not  ironed  out.  In  1 996  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 
decided  they  would  cancel  the  project.  The  press  was  sold  to  the  lone  bidder  for  it  in  October 
1997,  price  not  disclosed.  (Coin  World) 

*£k  -it* 

*$?*$*<& 

THE  OTHER  PERSON  FROM  CORNISH,  NH:  Anyone  who  has  ever  read  much  about 
noted  sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens— designer  of  the  remarkable  1907  $10  and  $20 
pieces— knows  that  most  of  his  work,  including  the  famous  gold  coins,  was  accomplished  in 
his  studio  in  Cornish,  NH.  The  other  day  we  learned  that  Cornish  has  another  numismatically 
related  claim  to  fame:  it  is  the  birthplace  of  Salmon  P.  Chase,  early  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  under  Lincoln,  a  gentleman  whose  name  was  “borrowed"  when  the  Chase  bank  was 
formed  in  New  York  City  during  the  same  era.  Chase  did  many  other  things  as  well,  and 
served  as  a  governor  of  Ohio  and  as  a  senator. 


steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on  Liberty’s  bust 
is  hidden  by  the  toning . 1,850 

1824  0-105.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  rain¬ 
bow  peripheral  toning . 295 

1824  0-111.  AU-50 . 285 

1825  0-112.  AU-55 . 335 

1825  0-1 12.  AU-50 . 285 

1826  O-120a.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 

1827/6  0-101.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Needle-sharp 

obverse  strike,  almost  a  presentation  issue.  Remark¬ 
able!  . 1,950 

1827  0-1 20a.  Square-Base  2.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 425 

1827  0-147.  Curl-Base  2.  AU-50.  Satiny  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  495 

1829  0-112.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces. .  1,295 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1831  0-103.  AU-50 . 275 

1832  0-101.  Large  Letters.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Very  conser¬ 

vatively  graded.  In  our  opinion  this  coin  could  easily 
be  called  Mint  State  (in  which  instance  it  would  be 
priced  several  hundred  dollars  higher).  Inter¬ 
mingled  blue,  gray,  and  golden  brown  toning.  The 
variety  is  made  distinctive  by  a  heavy  die  crack  con¬ 
necting  the  eagle’s  right  wing  (viewer's  left)  to  the 
olive  branch.  Not  easy  to  find  in  high  grades;  key 
major  variety . 895 

1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  gray 

toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  Very  at¬ 
tractive .  1,450 

1833  0-107.  AU-55 . 295 

1833  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  by  the 

compounder  of  Houck’s  Panacea,  Baltimore.  VF-35. 
Counterstamp  on  obverse  is  especially  deep  and 
bold . 785 

1834  0-101.  Large  Date,  Large  Letters.  AU-55  (PCGS).  315 

1834  0-103.  EF-45.  Brilliant . 99 

Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 

1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 


Superb  Gem  1839  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 

1839  Capped  Bust,  Large  Letters.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue  toning.  Rarely 
seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level.  A  gorgeous  item 
for  your  specialized  collection  or  type  set.  ...  4,750 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 

at  this  grade  level.  Highly  important  as  a  type,  quite 
scarce  in  all  higher  grades,  particularly  in  AU  or 
finer . 1,695 

1840  AU-50.  Light  golden  toning.  We’ve  been  buying 
intensely,  and  this  issue  includes  many  new  pur¬ 
chases  in  all  grades,  including  this  half  dollar  .  279 

1840-0  EF-40  (ANACS).  Avery  interesting,  indeed  quite 
curious  variety  with  extended  denticles  on  the  ob- 


CALL  TODAY! 

This  issue  of  The  Coin  Col¬ 
lectors  full  of  new  purchases! 
Call  Gail  today  at  1-800-222- 
5993  to  reserve  your  order. 
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Our  Trip  to  Baltimore  and  Our  Sale  of  The  Pennsylvania  Cabinet 


(continued  from  page  1) 

ering  place,  and  this  was  proven  again.” 

When  the  event  was  concluded,  over  $2.3 
million  worth  of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting 
coins  and  tokens  went  to  new  homes  in  all 
parts  of  the  globe.  Some  of  the  highlights  are 
listed  here.  All  prices  include  the  10%  buyer’s 
premium. 

The  copper  series  commenced  with  an 
1 84 1  original  half  cent  Proof-65  BN,  going  for 
a  strong  $8,250.  Large  cents  kept  the  gallery 
hopping  with  the  famous  1794  S-48  Starred 
Reverse,  Net  G-5,  going  to  a  new  home  for 
$5,060,  or  double  the  pre-sale  estimate!  The 
Starred  Reverse  is  one  of  the  most  curious  of 
American  coins;  a  poem  and  a  book  have 
been  written  about  it!  Soon  thereafter  this 
was  followed  by  an  1848  Newcomb-19  cent, 
Proof-64  RB  (PCGS),  which  soared  to  $7,425. 
A  1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent  graded  Proof-67 
cent  brought  a  breathtaking  $7,425  and 
elated  its  new  owner  while,  at  the  same  time, 


setting  a  new  record! 

In  the  two-cent  series,  an  1864  Small  Motto 
Proof-65  RD  (PCGS)  rocketed  to  an  amazing 
$57,200  and  an  1873  Open  3  graded  Proof-66 
RD  (PCGS)  realized  an  unheard  of  $12,100. 
The  two-cent  series  as  a  whole,  a  complete 
set  of  11  pieces  dated  from  1864  to  1873 
(grading  Proof-65  to  Proof-66),  brought  a  to¬ 
tal  of  $84,370 — 50%  over  the  presale  esti¬ 
mate!  These  and  other  coins  in  The  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Cabinet  had  been  gathered  by  a  famous 
numismatist  in  the  1940s  and  1950s  and  had 
been  off  the  market  since  that  time,  only  now 
emerging  to  delight  a  new  generation  of  bid¬ 
ders  and  buyers.  (Good  news:  More  items 
from  The  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  in  our  1 998  sales — there  are  many  other 
great  things  to  come!) 

Continuing  in  the  U.S  series,  a  complete 
set  of  Proof  Liberty  nickels  graded  Proof-63 
to  Proof-65  went  for  an  eye-popping  $9,020; 


a  1796  JR-1  dime  graded  MS-64  (NGC)  real¬ 
ized  $24,200  after  vigorous  bidding;  and  a 
gem  Proof-65  1862  Liberty  Seated  dollar 
soared  to  $13,200! 

The  pieces  de  la  resistance  of  The  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Cabinet  were  a  run  of  gold  dollars  that 
had  been  off  the  market  for  decades.  Bidding 
was  aggressive  and  prices  went  through  the 
roof!  One  record  after  another  was  shattered! 
An  1851  in  MS-66  (PCGS)  sold  for  a  mind- 
boggling  $17,600 — double  the  pre-sale  esti¬ 
mate!  An  1852-C  graded  MS-64  (PCGS)  soared 
to  $14,300;  an  1854-S  went  to  an  ecstatic  bid¬ 
der  for  $  16,500;  while  an  1855-0  in  MS-64  (PCGS) 
amazed  onlookers  as  it  sold  for  $36,300,  an¬ 
other  of  the  many  coins  that  brought  nearly 
double  the  pre-sale  estimate.  An  incredible 
gem  1870  in  MS-67  (PCGS)  went  to  an  eager 
buyer  at  $  1 7,050;  followed  by  an  1 873  Closed  3 
in  Proof-64  (PCGS)  for  an  astounding  $19,250. 
All  pre-sale  bets  were  off,  and  it  seemed  that 


there  were  no  limits  at  all! 

Other  gold  coins  were  aggressively  sought 
after  as  well.  An  1882/2  Recut  Date  $3  in  MS-64, 
prooflike  delighted  the  audience  at  $16,500, 
and  a  Proof  MCMVU  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire 
Rim  in  Proof-62  (NGC)  soared  to  $16,500.  A 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dol¬ 
lar  with  McKinley  portrait  graded  Proof-65 
(PCGS)  went  into  orbit  at  $12,100.  A  1915-S 
Panama-Pacific  Set  and  case  (most  pieces  grad¬ 
ing  MS-64)  brought  down  the  house  at  $99,000! 

Patterns — a  Bowers  and  Merena  spe¬ 
cialty — kept  the  gallery  gasping  for  breath  as 
an  1882  pattern  Liberty  Head  nickel  (Pollock- 
1892,  Judd-1690)  in  Proof-66  went  for  $1 1 ,500; 
an  1879  “Washlady”  quarter  (P-1783,  J-1590) 
in  Proof-66  realized  $14,300,  and  an  1877 
pattern  half  dollar  (P-1680,  J-1516)  in  Proof- 
65  sold  for  $25,300!  An  1879  “Washlady”  dol¬ 
lar  (P-1798,  J-1603)  in  Proof-65  soared  to 
(continued  on  the  next  page) 
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1864  Small  Motto  2t, 
Proof  65  RD 


1796 10<t, 
MS-64 
$24,200 
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November  13-15,  1997 

Realizes  $2,307,268 


1877 pattern  50 1, 
P-1680,  J-1516, 
Proof-65  $25,300 


MCMVU  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim 
$20  gold,  Proof-62 
$16,500 


$57,200 


1841 
original 
Proof-65  BN, 
$8,250 


1851  gold  $1, 
$17,600 


1855-0  gold  $1, 
MS-64 
$36,300 


1862  Liberty 
Seated  $1, 
Proof  65 
$13,200 


Action!  Excitement!  The  recent  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  of  the  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Cabinet  astounded  the  bidding  audience  with  its  strong  prices  in  all  series. 
This  diverse  offering  had  something  for  every  collecting  interest,  from  U.S. 
material,  to  tokens,  medals,  and  some  very  important  world  coins  as  well.  Bid¬ 
ders  from  all  over  the  globe  participated  in  person  and  by  mail,  fax,  and  tele¬ 
phone.  Action  was  intense  from  start  to  finish,  and  when  the  event  was  con¬ 
cluded  over  $2.3  million  in  coins  went  to  new  homes.  Some  of  the  highlights 
are  shown  here  and  all  prices  include  the  1 0%  buyer  s  premium. 

For  more  information,  without  obligation,  on  consigning  your  coins,  tokens, 
or  paper  money  to  a  future  Bowers  and  Merena  auction,  please  call  Dr.  Richard 
A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  director  of  auctions,  at  1-800-458-4646.  We  also  invite  you  to 
contact  us  for  information  on  being  a  bidder  in  our  sales,  as  well.  The  next  auc¬ 
tion  is  scheduled  for  March  5-7,  1 998  in  Baltimore  in  conjunction  with  the  Sub¬ 
urban  Baltimore/Washington  coin  convention  and  features  an  important  offering 
of  U.S.  coins,  tokens,  medals,  paper  money,  and  superb  world  coins.  If  you  pre¬ 
fer,  feel  free  to  reach  us  by  mail,  at  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  Box 
1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894,  or  by  fax  at  1-603-569-5319,  or  by 
e-mail  at  bowersmerena@conknet.com. 


For  1998,  Bowers  and  Merena  has  an  impressive  line-up  of  auction  cata¬ 
logues,  magazines,  and  other  publications  in  preparation.  Active  buyers  are 
invited  to  send  $95  for  a  years  subscription  for  publications  that  cost  the  firm 
over  $200  to  produce  and  distribute. 


1873  Closed  3 
gold  $1,  Proof  64 
$19,250 


1882/2  Recut  Date  $3  gold, 
MS-64  PL 
$16,500 


1879 pattern  $1. 
“Washlady"  P-1798, 
J-1603,  Proof-65 
$39,600 


1872-H 
Canada  25 1, 
SP-67 
$7,150 
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$39,600,  while  an  1872  “Amazonian”  $3 
CP-1379,  J-1237)  in  Proof-67  realized  an  amaz¬ 
ing  $19,800;  followed  by  a  1915  Panama-Pa¬ 
cific  gold  dollar,  “No  S”  in  Proof-63  selling  for 
a  strong  $20,900. 

An  interesting  story  came  with  one  of  the 
most  unusual  pieces  in  the  sale — a  1903  Loui¬ 
siana  Purchase  McKinley  and  Jefferson  card¬ 
board  die  trial  with  three  die  impressions — 
which  realized  $5, 720.  This  piece — quite  likely 
unique  in  terms  of  numismatic  availability — 
was  nearly  thrown  in  the  trash  by  the  con¬ 
signor,  the  widow  of  the  famous  numismatist 
who  acquired  it.  She  did  not  realize  that  it  was 
a  “coin”  of  sorts  and,  of  course,  had  no  clue 
that  it  was  worth  into  the  thousands  of  dollars! 
At  the  sale  her  daughter  was  in  attendance, 
and  rushed  to  the  telephone  to  relay  the  news 
to  her  mother  of  the  fantastic  price  it  brought. 

A  fabulous  collection  of  coins  of  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  formed  a  special  section  of  the  sale  and 
brought  numerous  buyers  from  overseas.  The 
collection  realized  over  $250,000.  Again,  there 
were  numerous  highlights.  A  1552  crown  in 
VF-30  brought  $1,430;  an  undated  (1625-1629) 
Charles  1  crown  in  AU-50  realized  $3,685;  a 
1676  crown  in  MS-62  sold  for  $2,035;  a  1718/6 
crown  in  MS-63  brought  $2,200;  a  1746  crown 
in  Proof-64  went  for  $3,080;  while  an  1831 
crown  in  Proof-66  soared  to  $7,920! 

Among  other  world  coins  bringing  strong 
prices  were  items  from  the  fabulous  Norweb 
Collection  and  other  cabinets.  An  1872-H  Ca¬ 
nadian  quarter  in  SP-67  went  to  a  new  home  for 
$ 7, 1 50;  a  1 946-C  Newfoundland  silver  five-cent 
piece  in  Proof-65  realized  $3,300;  and  an  1880 
Newfoundland  $2  gold  sold  for  $2,420. 

Tokens  and  medals  were  eagerly  sought. 


An  enigmatic  (no  one  knows  who  issued  it, 
or  where)  1837  S.S.B.  token,  Low-134,  HTT- 
464,  inAU-58  realizing  $1,540.  A  showpiece 
collection  of  anti-slavery  medals  (total  12 
medals)  delighted  the  successful  bidder  at 
$4,290.  In  fact,  this  note  just  arrived  from 
him:  “Well  I  can  tell  you  that  as  the  buyer,  I 
was  more  than  just  delighted.  About  five 
years  ago  one  such  of  these  medals  by  the 
same  engraver  came  onto  the  market.  I  pur¬ 
chased  it  because  of  the  subject  matter  and 
the  sheer  beauty  of  its  detail — vowing  to  get 
others.  The  12-coin  set  is  unique  and  thanks 
so  much  for  letting  me  obtain  it.  Keep  up  the 
good  work.  With  appreciation.  D.  D.” 

Now,  I  ask  you:  In  what  other  business  do 
people  write  thank  you  letters  for  letting  them 
spend  their  money?  In  actuality,  we  love  such 
letters,  and  in  1998  we  will  be  printing  a  book 
of  comments  received  from  bidders  and  buy¬ 
ers  in  our  recent  Eliasberg  Collection  sale. 

With  an  eye  on  the  future,  I  invite  you  to  join 
us  March  5-7,  1998  in  Baltimore  for  our  next 
auction.  This  will  be  in  conjunction  with  the 
Suburban  Baltimore/Washington  coin  conven¬ 
tion,  with  the  show  at  the  Convention  Center 
and  the  auction  at  the  Marriott  Hotel.  It  fea¬ 
tures  an  important  offering  of  U.S.  coins,  to¬ 
kens,  medals,  paper  money  and  superb  world 
coins.  Right  now,  we’re  working  on  the  cata¬ 
logue,  and  in  due  course  it  will  be  in  your 
hands.  This  reminds  me  to  recommend  that 
now  is  a  great  time  to  renew  your  subscription 
for  1998,  or  to  enter  a  new  subscription.  For  just 
$95  you  will  be  receiving  dozens  of  catalogues 
and  listings — catalogues  which  cost  us  over 
$200  to  prepare  and  deliver  to  you!  This  simply 
has  to  be  the  best  bargain  in  numismatics! 


Collectors’ 

Comments 

An  Internet  Message 
from  Mitch  H. 

“I  am  not  really  sure  your  site  NEEDS 
this  little  tidbit,  but  I  wanted  to  make  avail¬ 
able  to  you  this  little  ‘blurb’  for  possible 
inclusion  in  the  “Collector’s  Comments” 
section  of  The  Coin  Collector. 

“I’ve  been  collecting  since  I  was  a  kid  in 
the  60’s,  and  quite  actively  for  the  past  five 
or  six  years.  Early  on,  I  began  dealing  with 
Bowers  and  Merena.  T urns  out  that  this  has 
proven  to  be  one  of  those  rare  instances  in 
which  I’ve  made  the  right  decision  the  first 
time!  My  personality  generally  dictates  my 
learning  things  the  hard  way. 

“Funny  thing,  though,  even  the  ‘hardest 
lessons’  that  I’ve  had  to  learn  about  this 
collecting  hobby  had  certain  elements  of 
enjoyment.  (This  usually  involved  buying  a 
coin  somewhere  other  than  Bowers  and 
Merena  and  finding  out  later  that  1  paid  a  ‘bit 
too  much.’) 

“Dave  Bowers  is  quite  vocal  on  the  issue 
of  buying  the  book  before  the  coin.  If  I  had 
listened  in  the  first  place. . .  Oh,  well,  LIVE 
and  LEARN.  That  pretty  well  says  it  all  right 
there.  Not  many  hobbies,  or,  ‘leisure-time 
activities,’  can  make  it  so  fun  to  ‘live  and 
learn.’ 

“One  more  item:  My  first  successful 
auction  participation  was  in  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  auction.  Though  it  was  hard  to  part 
with,  I  made  a  nice  profit  on  that  Gobrecht 
dollar  I  sold.  Thanks!  And  now  you’re  spoil¬ 
ing  me  with  a  really  great  web  site,  too? 
Stop  it,  you’re  killing  me! 

“My  warmest  regards,” 

—Mitch  H. 

Steve  Y.  Writes 

The  following  note  was  received  from  Steve 
Y.,  a  California  client 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

“I  wanted  to  write  and  thank  you  for  the 
courtesy  your  firm  has  shown  me  over  the 
years. 

“Today  I  received  a  call  from  Trish  re¬ 
garding  the  availability  of  a  certain  item  in 


your  upcoming  auction  sale. 

“She  was  very  helpful.  Please  thank  her 
for  her  efforts  on  my  behalf.  The  profession¬ 
alism  and  courtesy  of  your  firm  (which  in  my 
case  dates  back  to  the  days  you  folks  had 
your  main  office  in  Los  Angeles)  is  certainly 
something  I  appreciate.” 

Ken  M.  Writes 

“Dear  Chris  [Karstedt]: 

“How  are  you?  Hope  ail  is  well.  This  coin 
you  sent  looks  great.  Is  that  really  Miss 
Liberty  under  that  Indian  headdress?  I  hope 
so! 

“Thanks  for  the  1921  Morgan  with 
prooflike  fields.  It  is  very  attractively  toned. 
This  date  is  interesting  to  compare  to  ear¬ 
lier  Morgans. 

“Thanks  for  all  your  help,  you  folks  are 
the  best  in  the  business. 

“Sincerely," 

—Kenneth  M. 

Eddie  F.  Writes 

“Dear  Gail: 

“I  simply  want  to  thank  you  for  your 
service  in  sending  me  the  three  nice  Liberty 
Walking  halves  in  MS-65, 64,  and  63  grades. 
This  was  an  experiment  on  my  part  as  a 
collector  to  make  a  comparison  using  mate¬ 
rial  from  a  respected  source  to  evaluate  the 
grade  spread  with  half  dollars  of  this  design 
as  the  medium  for  testing. 

“1  needed  these  for  type,  at  least,  and  I 
feel  comfortable  with  the  result.  It  reaf¬ 
firmed  my  opinion  that  differences  between 
MS-63  and  65  on  professionally  graded  coins 
do  not  equal  the  price,  with  MS-64  being  the 
better  choice.  The  most  meaningful  differ¬ 
ences  from  my  observations  are  MS-60,  MS- 
63,  and  MS-67. 

“1  haven’t  decided  for  sure  on  collecting 
these  in  a  series.  I’m  just  presently  finishing 
my  set  of  Buffalo  nickels.  I  hope  to  run  a 
grading  test  on  Buffalo  nickels  as  well,  per¬ 
haps  using  nickels  from  1936,  because  this 
is  my  birth  year.  I  suspect  that  among  Buf¬ 
falo  nickels,  the  grading  standards  vary  by 
date  and  mint,  although  these  consider¬ 
ations  should  not  be  an  influence. 

“I  really  enjoy  buying  coins  from  you. 
Bowers  and  Merena  knows  what  they  are 
selling  and,  very  gratifying  to  me,  takes  the 
time  to  answer  questions  and  be  helpful. 


Because 
You  Asked 

We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions  of  interest  in  the  field  of  American 
numismatics.  All  questions  will  be  answered,  and  some  will  be  used  in  this  column. 


The  following  letter  came  from  Dale  R. 
Phelan  upon  reviewing  our  May  1996  cata¬ 
logue  of  that  section  of  the  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  (which  prompts  us  to  state  that  our  supply 
of  these  catalogues  is  exhausted,  although  we 
do  have  some  of  the  later  sale,  April  1 997;  the 
catalogues  of  the  gold  portion  of  the  sale, 

1 982,  have  been  collectors’  items  for  years). 
Your  editor  feels  that  this  makes  a  good 
feature  for  our  “Because  You  Asked”  column. 

In  Dale’s  words: 

Thank  you  for  your  informative  numis¬ 
matic  and  market  comments  in  the  Eliasberg 
May  ’96  sale— particularly  the  survival  ratios 
of  large  cents  and  Bust  dimes.  This  caused 
me  to  reflect  upon  quarter  dollars.  Here  are 
some  comments  you  may  find  to  be  of 
interest: 

The  sleepers  are  coins  like  the  1824 
25C  which  had  a  big  premium  50- 
1 00  years  ago,  but  because  of 
an  unknown  mintage  and  a 
thin  market,  with  only  a 
few  specialists,  they  sell 
cheaply  today. 

These  1815-1828 
25C  seem  50  times 
rarerthan  the  50C  coins 
but  because  of  the 
1823/2  and  1827  rari¬ 
ties,  quarters  of  this  era 
are  now  mostly  collected 
by  type. 

Do  you  have  any  guess  as  to  the 
true  mintage  of  1822  quarters  and  other 
dates?  How  many  of  a  given  mintage  do  you 
believe  have  survived?  My  guess  is  about  4%. 

As  an  aside  comment,  many  of  my  old- 
time  dealer  friends  share  my  opinion  that 
the  1796  and  1804  quarters  are  really  quite 
common.  This  is  born  out  by  the  large 
number  of  slabbed  coins  of  these  dates.  If 
you  notice  the  very  small  number  of  certi¬ 
fied  10C  coins  1796-1804  versus  the  25C, 
the  survival  ratio  for  quarters  must  be  higher 
or  the  mintages  are  likely  in  error.The  1796 
mintage  for  quarter  dollars  is  probably  cor¬ 
rect,  but  I  feel  1 ,000  coins  could  exist.  Even 
with  the  high  number  saved  as  first  year  of 
issue,  many  that  exist  today  are  in  low 
grades  or  damaged.  That  seems  strange, 
but  maybe  a  collector  about  1840  tried  to 
round  them  up.  Also  the  1804  is  quite 
available  in  low  grade.  Could  some  have 
been  included  in  the  1805  mintage? 

Thanks  for  a  great  catalogue! 

Dale  Phelan 

Editor’s  reply: 

Thanks,  Dale,  for  your  nice  words. 

Concerning  quarter  dollars  of  the  1815- 
1828  years,  these  were  made  only  in  small 
quantities.  The  largest  silver  coin  of  the 
realm,  for  bulk  storage  and  shipment  and 
for  large  transactions,  was  the  half  dollar,  as 
silver  dollars  had  not  been  struck  since 
1804  (and  would  not  be  made  in  quantity 
again  until  1 840).  Coins  of  the  50C  denomi¬ 
nation  were  made  in  large  numbers.  In  my 
recent  book,  American  Coin  Hoards  and 
Treasures,  I  mentioned  hoards  of  half  dollars 
in  several  contexts,  most  remarkably  in  the 
Economite  Hoard  which  came  to  light  near 
Pittsburgh,  PA,  in  1 878,  and  contained  many 
thousands  of  early  halves. 

I  noted  that  the  Guide  Book  suggests  a 
mintage  of  64,080  for  the  1824  quarter, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  correct.  The  true 
numbers  will  probably  never  be  known,  as  it 
was  Mint  practice  to  keep  using  serviceable 
dies  of  older  dates.  Thus,  although  64,080 
quarter  dollars  may  have  been  struck  in  the 


calendar  year  1822,  some,  indeed  many,  may 
have  been  from  earlier-dated  dies. 

Similarly,  no  business  strike  (non-Proof) 
1827  quarters  are  known,  despite  a  pub¬ 
lished  mintage  figure  of  4,000  pieces.  Prob¬ 
ably,  all  were  struck  from  dies  dated  earlier, 
with  1825  being  a  likely  candidate. 

The  late  Walter  Breen  liked  the  figure  of 
3%  as  the  survival  ratio  for  certain  early 
coins,  and  your  4%  is  certainly  in  the  same 
category.  I  suggest  that  this  range  might  be 
right  on  target  for  the  typical  silver  coin 
minted  in  the  first  30  or  40  years  of  the  1 9th 
century. 

There  are  a  lot  of  extenuating  circum¬ 
stances  that  have  to  be  factored  in.  These 
include: 

1 .  Hoarding  of  coins  as  novelties  in  the 

first  year  of  issue:  This  explains  why 

many  1796  quarters  survive  (you 
suggest  1,000  pieces)  from 
the  original  mintage  of 
6,146.  Veteran  dealer 
Abe  Kosoff  once 
wrote  about  a  hoard 
of  200  prooflike  gem 
1796  quarters  from 
an  old  hoard.  How¬ 
ever,  the  demand  for 
the  1796  quarter  is  so 
intense  that  the  market 
price  remains  at  a  high 
level.  This  concept  does  not 
hold  true  for  all  new  issues.  As 
examples,  it  seems  that  few  if  any  1839 
half  dollars  or  1840  silver  dollars  were 
hoarded,  these  dates  representing  the  first 
years  of  issue  for  the  Liberty  Seated  design 
with  perched  eagle  reverse. 

2.  Hoarding  of  coins  for  bullion  pur¬ 
poses:  Although  half  dollars  of  the  early 
1 9th  century  were  made  in  large  quantities, 
as  they  were  the  largest  currently  made 
silver  coins  and  were  used  for  bulk  transac¬ 
tions,  more  were  secreted  in  hoards  than 
were  of,  for  example,  dimes  or  quarters.  Of 
course,  the  most  famous  of  all  hoards  is  the 
treasure  trove  of  Morgan  (in  particular)  and 
Peace  silver  dollars  stashed  away  by  the 
Treasury  Department  and  released  years 
later.  Because  of  this,  we  can  all  enjoy  beau¬ 
tiful  Mint  State  silver  dollars  of  such  issues  as 
1882-CC,  1883-CC,  and  1884-CC,  for  less 
than  $100  per  coin.  Were  it  not  for  the 
Treasury’s  hoarding  activities,  such  coins 
would  cost  many  thousands  of  dollars  each. 

3 .  Melting  of  coins:  Several  times  in  Ameri¬ 
can  history,  the  price  of  silver  and  gold  rose 
on  the  international  market  to  the  point  at 
which  it  became  profitable  to  melt  down 
coins  for  their  bullion  value.  Nearly  all  gold 
coins  minted  from  about  1810  through  June 
1834  seem  to  have  met  this  fate.  Thus,  for 
example,  $5  gold  coins  of  the  1820s  have 
fairly  high  mintages,  but  all  are  great  numis¬ 
matic  rarities  today.  Similarly,  it  is  likely  that 
the  vast  majority  of  silver  half  dimes,  dimes, 
quarters,  half  dollars,  and  dollars  minted  in 
the  1840s  through  February  1853  were 
melted.  For  such  pieces  the  survival  rate 
may  be  only  a  tiny  fraction  of  1%  of  the 
original  mintages. 

Returning  to  early  quarter  dollars,  in  my 
opinion  the  1 804  is  actually  quite  scarce.  The 
4%  of  the  mintage  figure  of  6,738  equates  to 
454  pieces,  which  may  be  in  the  ballpark. 
Nearly  all  of  these  are  in  well-worn  grades, 
Good  to  Fine  being  typical.  Any  1 804  quarter 
in  EF  or  better  grade  is  a  rarity,  and  true  Mint 
State  pieces  are  sufficiently  elusive  that  they 
can  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand. 
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The  following  caption  is  from  a  picture  of  silver  dollars  in  AntiqueWeek: 

GUESS  HOW  MANY  silver  dollars  were  spread  across  the  carpet  to  stage  this 
publicity  photo  at  a  grocers’  convention  at  the  Sheraton  Hotel  in  Chicago  in  1949. 1.M. 
Brace  of  New  York  state  found  the  photo  while  discarding  old  files.  An  accompanying 
news  release  stated  that  the  mountain  of  silver  dollars  was  assembled  by  the  Gold  Seal 
Co.  of  Bismarck,  N.D.,  to  demonstrate  graphically  the  amount  of  profit  made  by  just  one 
retail  grocery  organization  in  1 948  from  sales  of  Glass  Wax,  a  chemical  cleaning  fluid  for 
glass  and  metalware.  Transported  in  three  armored  trucks  and  protected  by  18  armed 
guards,  the  mass  of  silver  dollars  was  the  largest  fortune  in  coins  ever  exhibited  in  one 
loose  pile  in  the  90-year  history  of  Brinks,  Inc.  One  lucky  conventioneer  won  the 
opportunity  to  keep  all  the  silver  dollars  he  could  hold  in  one  hand— 78  coins  weighing 
about  4-1/2  lbs. 

This  was  submitted  by  reader  Richard  A.  Plotts. 


verse,  with  the  result  that  there  is  virtually  no  space 
between  the  outer  tips  of  the  stars  and  the  teeth  in 


the  border . 295 

1841- 0  Wiley  Bugert-101.  Large  mintmark.  Stray  1  in 

denticles.  AU-50 . 215 

1842  WB-106.  Medium  date.  Recut  18.  EF-45 . 149 

Memorable  1842-0  Small  Date  Rarity 

1842- 0  Small  Date.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned  sur¬ 


faces.  A  very  nice  example  of  one  of  the  key  issues 
in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series.  Rarely  does 
one  become  available  at  this  grade  level . 3,650 

1843  WB-101.  Rarity-5.  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 1,495 

1843  Shattered  Obverse  Die.  AU-50 . 265 

1843  Cracked  Obverse.  EF-45 . 115 

Prooflike  Mint  State  1843-0  Half  Dollar 

1843-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Mottled  light  golden  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning  over  highly  prooflike  surfaces.  An 
exceptional  specimen,  in  our  opinion . 2,450 

1844  AU-50 . 179 

1844  Stray  8  in  denticles.  EF-40 . 85 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-50 . 240 

1846- 0  Tall  Date.  F-l  2 . 350 

Classic  1847/6  Rarity 

1847/6  EF-45  (ANACS).  Only  when  great  collections 
come  on  the  market  is  an  1847/6  half  dollar  apt  to  be 
encountered  in  any  grade.  For  the  Liberty  Seated  spe¬ 
cialist  here,  indeed,  is  a  prize,  a  showpiece. ...  10,950 

1847- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce  in  Mint 

State . 1,450 

1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  changing 
to  a  light  amber  peripherally.  Very  scarce;  we  doubt 
that  more  than  three  or  four  dozen  Uncirculated 
examples  could  be  accounted  for . 1,395 

1850  AU-58  (NGC).  Splendid  iridescent  toning.  Most 

probably  from  an  old-time  collection . 1,095 

Remarkable  1850-0  Half  Dollar 

1850-0  MS62  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  very  attractively 
toned.  Needle  sharp  definition  of  detail.  This  gor¬ 
geous  1850-0  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
offered  for  sale.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  spe¬ 
cialist.  Here  is  a  coin  that  will  be  contemplated  with 


pleasure  for  many  years  to  come . 4,750 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS60.  Brilliant  with  lots  of 

mint  frost.  Popular  one-year  design  type . 1,395 

1854  Arrows.  EF-40 . 110 

1854- 0  AU-58.  Heavy  obverse  cracks . 375 

1855/4  Arrows.  AU-50.  A  sharp  and  quite  attractive 

specimen  of  this  interesting  overdate . 695 

1855- 0  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC) . 350 

1856- S  VF-20 . 225 

1857  WB-103.  Errant  date.  EF-40 . 99 

1858  AU-55 . 235 

1858  AU-50 . 195 

1858-0  EF-45 . 95 

1860-0  WB-105.  Recut  mintmark.  AU-50 . 195 

1861  AU-58.  Brilliant . 235 

1861  AU-50  (PCI) . 189 


1862-S  Large  S.  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-63.  Full  brilliant 
mint  frost.  Delightful  aesthetic  appeal.  A  find  for  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist.  While  the  1862-S  half 
dollar  is  relatively  available  in  lower  grades,  in  choice 
Mint  State  it  is  somewhat  of  a  rarity . 1,350 


Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  Rarity 

1866-S  No  Motto.  WB-101.  Rarity-7  at  this  grade  level. 
MS-63.  Ivory  satin  lustre  with  very  faint  splashes  of 
golden  brown.  An  aesthetically  delightful  example 
of  this  rarity.  Total  mintage  not  known,  but  esti¬ 
mated  at  60,000  by  the  Guide  Book . 7,995 

1867  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1868- S  WB-101.  Rarity-6.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous 

surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  an  issue  rarely  seen  at  this  grade 
level . 2,050 

1869  AU-55 . 175 

1869- S  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Lustrous  surfaces. 
Light  gold  toning.  Rarely  seen  in  Mint  State.  .  1,450 

1870  WB-102.  AU-50 . 195 

1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3.  AU-50 . 275 

Beautiful  1873  Half  Dollar 
1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  frosty  devices  beau¬ 
tifully  complement  the  satiny  fields.  The  central 
areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  pale  champagne  at 
the  rims.  An  important  condition  rarity  this  nicely 
preserved . 3,895 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  Sharply 

struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces . 1,595 

Remarkable  Mint  State  1873-S  50  C 
1873-S  Arrows.  WB-101.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63.  Abrilliant, 
lustrous,  and  frosty  specimen  with  delicate  toning. 
A  splendid  specimen,  indeed  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  had  in  our  inventory.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 5,250 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-60  (PCI).  Nicely  toned . 795 

1874  Arrows.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 495 

1874  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  In¬ 
credibly  popular  as  a  “type”  coin . 465 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous . 435 

1875  AU-55  (NGC) . 185 

1875-CC  Small  CC.  WB-102.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63.  Reflec¬ 
tive  satin,  white  surfaces  with  a  blending  of  rose 
and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible  in  the  obverse 
fields .  1,250 

1875-CC  AU-55  (ANACS) . 325 

1875-S  AU-50 . 165 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-60 . 375 

1877- S  Drapery.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 235 

1878  AU-55 . 245 

1878- CC  EF-40.  Very  scarce  in  all  grades.  An  important 

opportunity  for  the  specialist . 1,895 

1881  Proof-64  (NGC).  Splendid  light  gunmetal-blue 
and  gray  toning.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of  a  highly 
prized,  low-mintage  date.  Hand-picked  quality  (you 
would  have  to  consider  several  Proof  half  dollars 
graded  Proof-64  in  order  to  find  one  of  this  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal) . 1,350 

1883  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 625 

1884  MS-64.  Light  amber  toning.  Far  rarer  than  Proof. 

You’ll  really  like  this  gem! . 1,350 

1885  MS-63.  Nicely  toned  in  gold  with  a  whisper  of 

light  blue.  Very  rare  in  choice  Mint  State.  Another 
“find”  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  Remarkable  for 
its  low  business  strike  mintage  of  only  5,200  pieces. 
Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof . 1,150 


1887  AU-58  (NGC).  Low-mintage  issue . 895 

1889  Proof-62.  Light  lilac  toning.  Low-mintage  date.  625 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

1892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is  somewhat 
prooflike  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  if  graded  sepa¬ 
rately,  would  be  even  higher.  A  marvelous  specimen 
of  this  low-mintage  date . 1,050 

1892- S  AU-50 . 595 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive . 1,895 

1893- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  with  frosty  sur¬ 

faces.  A  very  attractive  example,  a  quality  coin.  In 
comparison  to  the  demand,  such  pieces  are  quite 
rare . 875 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  with  light  rose  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 1,525 

1894- S  MS-63,  prooflike.  A  splendid  coin . 1,650 

1895  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  One  of  many  desir¬ 
able  half  dollars  among  our  new  purchases . 675 

1895- 0  AU-50,  prooflike.  Golden  gray  toning,  some¬ 
what  mottled  on  the  obverse . 475 

1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem.  Ideal  for  a  type  set 

or  specialized  collection . 1,800 

1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as  nice, 
if  not  nicer,  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we  have 
seen,  but  priced  nearly  $1,500  less.  This  coin  offers 
a  lot  of  value  for  the  money.  We  guarantee  you'll 


agree! . 1,695 

1897-0  F-12 . 350 

1898  AU-50 . 349 

1899  VF-35 . 110 

1900-S  EF-45 . 235 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 349 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1901-0 
1901-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces.  A  bril¬ 
liant  and  very  beautiful  example,  one  with  the 
aesthetic  value  one  might  expect  in  a  hand-selected 

MS-64  coin . 3,750 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS) . 445 

1904-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 549 

1906  MS-62.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 

gold . 600 

1907-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Not  a  rar¬ 
ity,  but  certainly  quite  elusive  when  you  try  to  find 
one!  Struck  during  the  twilight  years  of  the  New 
Orleans  Mint . 895 

1907- S  AU-50 . 675 

1908- D  AU-50 . 325 

1908-0  EF-40 . 140 

1909  AU-58.  Brilliant . 395 

1909  AU-55.  Brilliant . 345 

1910-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning.  Very  attractive!  In  fact,  in  terms 
of  eye  appeal  this  will  measure  up  to  most  MS-63 
coins! . 995 

1912- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 825 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces.  A  gor¬ 
geous  example  of  this  highly  important  date.  From 
the  standpoint  of  business  strike  Barber  half  dollars 
from  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  the  1913  in  Mint  State 
is  an  awesome  rarity  in  Mint  State . 1,595 

Magnificent  1913-S  Half  Dollar 

1913- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  rose  toning.  A 

magnificent  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desirable 
issues  among  Barber  half  dollars  of  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury . 3,950 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

1916  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant  sat¬ 
iny  lustre.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  first  year  of 


the  design . 1,495 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 


1916-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and  lustrous. 
A  real  “find”  for  the  connoisseur,  a  highlight  among 
our  new  purchases.  Remember,  technical  grade 
(such  as  MS-65)  can  be  one  thing  and  quality  some¬ 
thing  else  entirely.  This  coin  has  both! . 1,895 

1916-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 325 

Gem  1916-S  50< 

1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous  specimen 
of  the  scarcest  mintmark  issue  of  the  year,  a  coin 

hand-picked  for  quality  and  value . 2,495 

Splendid  Mint  State  1916-S 

1916- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen,  far  nicer 

than  usually  seen — hand-picked  for  its  quality. 
We  have  two  pieces  in  stock,  a  highly  unusual  cir¬ 
cumstance — but,  then,  if  we  had  the  opportunity 
to  buy  a  dozen  we  would!  Buy  this  beautiful  gem 
for  only . 2,495 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 895 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  An¬ 
other  attractive  example . 325 

1917  MS-62.  Brilliant . 135 

1917  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 110 

1917  AU-58 . 95 

1917  AU-55 . 89 

1917- D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  A  splendid 

specimen  with  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces — quality 
you  will  appreciate . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  Just  purchased.  A 

“find”  for  the  quality  conscious  buyer . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale 
champagne  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  Very 

pleasing  from  an  aesthetic  perspective . 1,095 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-58 . 365 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce  early  issue.  1,325 
1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Tradi¬ 
tionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all  grades,  especially 

so  at  higher  levels . 1,195 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (NGC).  A  pleas¬ 
ing  specimen  of  this  scarce  type.  A  key  to  the 

series .  1,195 

Gem  1917-S  Half  Dollar 
Mintmark  on  Reverse 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64.  A  gorgeous,  lus¬ 
trous,  brilliant  gem!  Quality! . 3,175 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Above  average  strike. 

Especially  deeply  frosty . 1 ,350 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  especially  lustrous. 

A  remarkable  specimen  at  the  MS-63  level . 995 

Important  Mint  State  1919  50C 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Both  sur¬ 

faces  display  pale  champagne  iridescence.  One  of 
the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  at  the  MS-64 
level.  You’ll  like  this  coin! . 3,650 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful;  in  fact,  sim¬ 

ply  gorgeous!  A  superb  quality  coin  that  will  delight 
the  specialist,  and  for  only . 1,395 


This  &  That 

THE  PASSING  OF  JAMES  MITCHENER  (1907-1997),  historical  novelist,  has  been 
noted  appropriately  by  the  media.  He  had  a  unique  way  of  combining,  in  effect,  a  history 
lesson  with  a  measure  of  fictional  characters  to  make  a  place  seem  to  come  alive.  Anyone 
reading  The  Source  gained  a  basic  knowledge  of  the  tradition  of  Israel.  Centennial  brought  the 
history  of  Colorado  life  (although  we  don’t  recall  that  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.,  pioneer  gold 
coin  minters  of  Denver,  were  mentioned;  we  read  this  novel  in  the  summer  of  1976  while 
vacationing  in  that  state).  So  acclaimed  was  Mitchener  that  the  Lone  Star  State  offered  him 
a  research  staff  at  the  University  of  Texas  to  assist,  if  he  would  write  a  book  about  the  place, 
which  he  did,  in  the  form  of  the  1 ,096-page  Texas,  his  most  lengthy  effort.  The  writer,  who 
never  knew  who  his  parents  were,  and  who  was  adopted  by  a  Quaker  couple,  Edwin  and 
Mabel  Mitchener,  grew  up  with  a  very  objective  outlook  on  humanity  and  life,  noting:  “I  have 
never  been  in  a  position  to  reject  anybody.  I  could  be  Jewish,  part  Negro,  probably  not 
Oriental,  but  almost  anything  else.  This  has  loomed  large  in  my  thoughts.” 

Si* 

THINGS  WE  DON’T  KNOW  ABOUT  AIRLINES:  “The  case  [of  sexual  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  a  female  Continental  Airlines  pilot]  exposed  a  long  tradition  among  male  airline 
pilots  to  leave  surprises  in  the  cockpit  for  the  next  crew:  lewd  pictures  slipped  into  flight 
manuals,  hidden  behind  equipment  panels,  and  pasted  in  drawers.”  (Associated  Press)  Now, 
if  you  are  traveling  on  vacation  and  want  Junior  to  have  a  peek  at  the  cockpit,  you  had  better 
warn  the  kid  of  what  he  might  see! 

sfc  $  $ 

MICHAEL  DRUCK  (1960-1996),  a  New  York  City  professional  numismatist  who 
contracted  AIDS  through  a  blood  transfer  in  the  course  of  treatment  for  hemophilia,  was 
one  of  six  AIDS  victims  honored  in  a  memorial  quilt  exhibited  at  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  Wolfeboro  recently,  as  part  of  a  traveling  display  to  raise  money  to  fight  the 
disease.  The  inscription  and  collage  noted  that  he  was  an  only  son,  and  a  clear  packet 
containing  a  handful  of  coins  recalled  his  activity  in  our  profession.  We  were  moved  to  make 
a  contribution. 

5$  %  0 

ONE  OF  THE  GREATEST  VALUES  in  numismatics  today  is  the  American  Numismatic 
Association’s  Summer  Conference  held  annually  in  Colorado  Springs  at  ANA  headquarters 
and  in  the  adjacent  campus  of  Colorado  College.  A  recent  fax  from  ANA  educational 
director  James  Taylor  informs  us  that  the  1998  event  will  showcase  some  really  interesting 
courses.  Registration  is  capped  at  300  attendees,  and  a  sell-out  is  expected. 
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1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1920  AU-55 . . . 145 


Choice  1920-S  Rarity 

1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty  with 
attractive  light  toning.  A  choice  specimen  of  one  of 
the  key  issues  in  the  series,  a  rarity  in  this  combi¬ 
nation  of  high  grade  and  high  quality.  Another  find 

for  the  discriminating  buyer . 2,525 

Choice  Mint  State  1921 

1921  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  quite  well 
struck  specimen  of  this  famous  rarity  in  the  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollar  series.  Just  purchased,  and  of¬ 
fered  here  for  the  first  time.  You’ll  like  it! . 4,450 

Memorable  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 

1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning.  Excep¬ 
tionally  well  struck.  Important  as  being  far  and  away 
the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin  in  the  series.  A 


very  “special”  half  dollar . 3,450 

1921-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue;  perennially 
in  demand . 2,150 

Famous  1921-S  50C  Rarity 


1921-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  lustrous 
surfaces.  This  is  the  key  issue  in  the  entire  series. 
Only  at  widely  separated  intervals  do  we  ever  have 
one  of  these  in  stock,  so  few  are  there  available.  The 
present  piece  is  another  find  for  the  advanced  buyer, 

a  special  coin  to  fill  that  special  space . 21,950 

Attractive  1923-S  Half  Dollar 
1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  toning 
around  brilliant,  frosty  surfaces.  This  is  an  attractive 

example  of  the  issue  with  a  typical  strike . 3,895 

Gorgeous  1927-S  Half  Dollar 
1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  specimen,  a  lus¬ 
trous,  brilliant  beauty!  If  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 
are  your  forte,  this  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector  holds 
many  attractions,  including  new  purchases  such  as 

this  one . 2,895 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  1927-S  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  existence  at  this  grade  level.  A  great 
find  for  the  buyer  seeking  an  ideal  combination  of 
high  grade,  attractive  appearance,  and  reasonable 


price .  1,950 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,950 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty . 1,950 


1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  that  offers 
“much  coin  for  the  money”  at  the  MS-64  level,  as  it 
is  just  a  tad  below  the  quality  of  an  MS-65.  And,  add 
to  this  the  fact  that  it  is  a  far  above  average  strike, 

and  you  have  a  true  value  for  only . 1,495 

Lustrous  1929-S  Half  Dollar 
1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beauti¬ 
ful.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce  (in  gem  Mint 
State)  variety.  Another  new  purchase  offered  here 


for  the  first  time . 2,495 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 

whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,075 

1929-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive  with  beau¬ 
tiful  light  toning  around  the  border . 695 

1929-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1933- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1934- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 950 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  subdued  by  pale 

lilac  toning.  Very  attractive  overall . 435 

1934-D  AU-58 . 99 

1934-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,375 

1934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of  this 
scarce  branch  mint  issue . 650 

1934- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 265 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1935- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 235 

Beautiful  Gem  Proof  1936  50C 

1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quality  and  rarity 

combined! . 3,350 

1936- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . . . 105 

1936- S  MS-65  Brilliant . 385 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 625 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 169 

1937  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1937- D  MS-65  Brilliant . 389 

1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1937- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1938  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1938  MS-65.  Brilliant . 275 

1938  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1938- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 495 

1938-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 295 

1938- D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 275 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 110 

1940  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . . . 129 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Among  later  date  Lib¬ 

erty  Walking  halves  we’ve  added  many  new 
purchases  to  our  stock . 395 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1941- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1941-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1941-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 47 

1941-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 30 

1941-D  AU-55 . 28 

1941-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 22 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1941-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1942  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . - . 95 


1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1942  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1942-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 50 

1942-D  AU-50 . 25 

1942- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1943  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1943  MS-61.  Brilliant . 35 

1943  AU-58.  Brilliant . 19 

1943  AU-55 . 15 

1943- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . . . 245 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 66 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 750 

1943- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1944  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1944- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 64 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 47 

1944- S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 38 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 97 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1945- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1945-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1946- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  of  20  for . 725 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 294 

1946-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1946- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1947  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 37 

1947-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 22 


LIBERTY  WALKING 
HALF  DOLLARS 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65 
(other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier,  sepa¬ 
rately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-selected 
by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena  to 
be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  brilliant  or  with  at¬ 
tractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart  collectors 
everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their  clients — 
make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquarters  for 
Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU  with  YOUR 
collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or  add  to  your 
collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  all 
American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

$88 

1934-D 

229 

$435 

$950 

1934-S 

650 

1375 

2995 

1935 

89 

309 

1935-D 

235 

295 

1150 

1935-S 

695 

1936 

149 

1936-D 

105 

129 

1936-S 

245 

1937 

53 

69 

1937-D 

195 

389  „ 

1937-S 

175 

250 

1938 

105 

140 

1938-D 

495 

625 

850 

1939 

125 

1939-D 

110 

1939-S 

189 

1940 

129 

1940-S 

325 

1941 

38 

52 

109 

1941-D 

47 

115 

1941-S 

105 

189 

1275 

1942 

36 

45 

95 

1942-D 

62 

92 

160 

1942-S 

45 

76 

425 

1943 

36 

45 

95 

1943-D 

66 

140 

1943-S 

45 

69 

399 

1944 

36 

45 

1944-D 

47 

64 

119 

1944-S 

41 

66 

475 

1945 

36 

45 

97 

1945-D 

48 

1945-S 

38 

45 

129 

1946 

45 

129 

1946-D 

36 

95 

1946-S 

109 

1947 

38 

45 

135 

1947-D 

46 

99 

Franklin  Half  Dollars 


1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1949-D  MS163  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1949-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  have  bought  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  high-quality  Franklin  half  dollars  recently, 
with  the  result  that  this  listing  is  one  of  the  most 

comprehensive  we’ve  ever  offered . 45 

1950  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1950  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1951  Proof-67  (NGC) . 995 

1951-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1954  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1954  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 45 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS) . 55 

1954-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1955  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 


1956  Proof-67  (NGC).  Cameo . 59 

1957  Proof-66  (NGC) . 24 

1957  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1957-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 10 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 50 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1959- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1960  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1960  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1960- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1960- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1961  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1962- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1963  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 


Bob  Obojski  Writes 

The  following  letter  from  Bob  Obojski  arrived  some  time  ago.  Now,  that  the  book  in  question 
has  been  reprinted  and  is  once  again  available  for  sale,  we  reprint  it  (Thanks  to  the  thousands  of 
buyers  who  made  the  first  printing  a  sellout!)  Bob  is  one  of America 's  more  experienced  numismatic 
writers  and  has  a  long  list  of  credits  to  his  name,  including  contributions  to  the  rare  coin  section 
of  the  Guinness  Book  of  World  Records. 

“Dear  Dave, 

“Enclosed  is  a  brief  review  of  your  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States, 
which  I  thought  would  be  appropriate  for  use  in  one  of  your  publications. 

“I  should  hope  that  this  would  make  your  clients  more  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  a  good 
new  reference  out  on  the  U.S.  silver  dollar  series. 

“Since  I  received  a  review  copy  of  this  book,  I  simply  wanted  to  review  it.  I  still  keep 
referring  to  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins,  as  a  really  landmark  book!” 


A  GREAT  BOOK  ABOUT  SILVER  DOLLARS! 

by  Bob  Obojski 

While  I  received  Dave  Bowers’  excellent  new  book  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States  several  months  ago  and  read  it  through,  I  continue 
to  look  to  it  for  reference  purposes. 

Just  about  anything  a  collector,  dealer,  or  stu¬ 
dent  of  American  monetary  history  wants  to  know 
about  our  silver  dollar  coinage  is  contained  in  this 
information-packed  310-page  volume.  Much  of  the 
information  given  here  is  in  well-organized  outline 
form.  Moreover,  all  the  major  types  are  illustrated. 

We’ll  just  turn  at  random  here  to  examine  the 
treatment  of  the  1869  Liberty  Seated  dollar  (minted 
at  Philadelphia  only).  The  business  strike  mintage  is 
given  at  423,700,  plus  600  strikes  in  Proof. 

The  estimated  quantity  melted  down  is  “Un¬ 
known,"  of  course,  but  then  we’re  given  the  esti¬ 
mated  populations  for  the  coins  ranging  in  grades 
from  VF-20  up  to  MS-65  or  better. 

Then  we’re  given  estimated  prices  for  the  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  in  17  grades,  ranging  all  the  way  from 
Good-6  through  MS-65.  In  this  “Market  Informa¬ 
tion”  section,  we  have  valuations  for  “pinpointed” 
grades  like  F-12,  F-1 5,  EF-40,  EF-45,  AU-55,  and  the 
MS  grades  from  MS-60  through  MS-65.  Thus,  we 
have  valuations  for  six  grades  in  the  Mint  State 
category. 

Valuations  are  given  for  six  grades  of  Proof, 
starting  with  Proof-58  and  going  through  Proof-65. 

The  “Collecting  Commentary”  overview  reads:  “1869  silver  dollars  are  rare  today 
despite  the  relatively  high  mintage.  The  date  is  especially  elusive  in  Mint  State.” 

We  can’t  recall  seeing  a  handy  sized  reference  containing  this  much  detailed 
information  on  U.S.  silver  dollars. 

For  the  rare  1870-S  Liberty  Seated  dollar,  the  business  strike  mintage  is  estimated 
at  from  50  to  200.  The  R.S.  Yeoman/Whitman  Red  Book  does  not  estimate  a  mintage 
figure,  merely  indicating  that  the  coin  is  rare.  However,  Bowers  and  Merena  have  had 
so  much  experience  in  dealing  with  the  U.S.  silver  dollar  market  that  they  feel  they’re 
on  relatively  safe  ground  to  estimate  a  mintage. 

The  commentary  says  in  part  that  the  1870-S  is  the  rarest  issue  in  the  1 840-73  Liberty 
silver  dollar  series,  with  only  nine  specimens  being  confirmed  to  exist,  with  a  10th  in 
reporting  stages.  Curiously,  no  mention  of  the  1870-S  is  found  in  the  U.S.  Mint  Report 
for  that  year.  (Bowers  indicates  that  the  Mint  records  are  obviously  incomplete.  . .  the 
1 870-S  half  dime,  of  which  one  is  known,  is  not  listed  either.)  Most,  if  not  all,  were  struck 
with  prooflike  surfaces. 

Full  treatment  is  also  given  to  the  1870-CC  silver  dollar,  mintage  11,758.  Bowers 
estimates  only  5%  or  so  survive  from  the  original  mintage.  It  is  rare  in  the  higher 
grades. 

This  was  the  first  Carson  City  silver  dollar  issue.  A  brief  account  of  the  Carson  City 
Mint  is  included.  The  Comstock  Lode,  discovered  in  June  1859,  was  situated  approxi¬ 
mately  15  miles  from  Carson  City  and  ranked  as  America’s  richest  silver  discovery  up 
to  that  time.  The  discovery  of  the  Comstock  Lode  constituted  a  major  factor  in 
propelling  Nevada  to  statehood  in  1864.  The  Comstock  Lode  forms  an  important 
segment  of  the  history  of  the  Western  United  States. 

Bowers’  volume  is  another  clear  indication  that  interest  in  the  U.S.  silver  dollar  series 
continues  to  grow.  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States 
is  clearly  worth  the  nominal  issue  price.  It  is  a  veritable  “gold  mine”  of  information. 

Editor’s  note  to  Bob:  Should  that  be  “silver  mine”? 
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1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 


SILVER  DOLLARS 


Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

1840  AU-50  (PCI).  The  1840  Liberty  Seated  dollar  in 
high  grades  (AU  or  finer)  is  quite  a  bit  rarer  than 


current  catalogues  reflect,  in  our  opinion . 750 

1842  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lovely  specimen  with  lilac  ton¬ 
ing . 595 

1842  EF-40 . 295 

Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  $1 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen,  one  of 
the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  two-way  rarity. 
First,  as  a  date  the  1856  is  one  of  the  most  elusive  in 
the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series.  Nearly  all  business 
strikes  were  melted  or  exported.  Even  an  AU  would 
be  a  major  rarity,  and  a  Mint  State  coin  would  be  a 


landmark.  Second,  Proofs  were  struck  in  limited  num¬ 
bers  for  collectors — just  a  few  dozen  coins  in  all.  Of 
these,  the  present  specimen  is  one  of  the  very  finest 
to  survive.  Surfaces  are  toned  light  gold  over  deep 
mirror  background.  The  strike  is  needle  sharp.  If  you 
offered  to  pay  twice  our  price,  we  doubt  if  you  could 
find  this  coin’s  equal.  A  gem  that  will  grace  the  fin¬ 
est  cabinet  of  silver  dollars . 29,875 

Choice  Mint  State  1859  $1 

1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant.  In  true 
Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the  rarest  dates 
of  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series  and  is  very  much 

underrated . 4,950 

Beautiful,  Choice  1859-0  $1 

1859-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  and  very  choice  example.  You’ll  appreciate  the 
quality! . 2,850 

1859- 0  AU-53  (NGC) . 525 

Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 

1860- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Most  probably  from  the  Trea¬ 

sury  hoard  of  this  variety,  most  examples  from 
which  have  been  widely  scattered . 2,650 

1860-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 

Seldom  Seen  1861  Dollar 

1861  AU-55  (PCGS).  Seldom  seen  in  high-grade  busi¬ 
ness  strike  form.  A  prize  date  among  Liberty  Seated 

silver  dollars . 2,650 

Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 

1863  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and  blue  ton¬ 
ing  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  One  of  the  finest 
we’ve  ever  offered  of  this  highly  prized  date.  The 
1863  is  a  rarity  in  any  and  all  grades . 6,350 


Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 
1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State,  and  even 
more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  presented.  A  find 

for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 6,650 

1863  AU-55.  Delightful  gold  and  lilac  toning,  with  most 
of  the  original  lustre  still  surviving.  A  rarity  in  all 

business  strike  grade  levels . 1,795 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rarity  in  this  grade  (and 
just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly  all  high- 
grade  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs;  AU  and  Mint 

State  business  strikes  are  rarities . 1,450 

Glittering  Proof-63  1871  $1 
1871  Proof-63.  A  handsome,  brilliant  example.  The 
devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are 
glittering  mirrors.  Ideal  for  either  a  type  or  date 
set . 2,850 

Morgan  Dollars 

1878  VAM-18. 8  Tailfeathers.  Doubled  LIBERTY.  MS-62. 

Brilliant . 89 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (7/8  TF).  MS-65.  Brilliant. 

Ever  popular  “changeover”  variety . 1,850 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 89 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 75 

1878  V AM-100.  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63. 

Brilliant . 85 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (PCGS).  45 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60 . 35 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 945 

1878-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 95 


“Certified  Coin  Estate” 
Display  Album  Cases 

This  great  “top  of  the  line”  product  consist  of  a  finely  crafted  wooden  case  which  opens  like  a 
book — accented  with  brass  hinges  and  an  engravable  brass  nameplate.  Within  are  three  removable 
leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is  die-cut  with  9  openings  suitable  for  displaying  your  choice  of  PCGS, 
NGC,  PCI,  and/or  ANACS 
plastic  holders.  Thus,  the  album 
will  showcase  in  a  deluxe  man¬ 
ner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these 
cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  108 
coins,  would  do  justice  to  the  fin¬ 
est  collection  of  Morgan  silver 
dollars  1878-1921  ever  formed. 

Here  is  how 
to  order: 

CCE-001:  Deluxe  wooden 
book-style  album  with  three 
trays  (specify  choice  of  trays;  mix 
or  match:  green  for  PCGS  only; 
blue  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only; 
black  “universal”  holder  for 
various  types  of  “slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray).  $144. 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green  background.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only.  Holds  9  certified  coins. 
$19.95. 

CCE-021:  Display  tray  only,  blue  background.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only.  Holds  9  cer¬ 
tified  coins.  $19.95. 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal”  type  suitable  for  mixing  and  match¬ 
ing  in  the  same  tray  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style  ANACS  “slabs.”  Our  most 
versatile  tray.  Holds  9  certified  coins.  $22.95. 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above  trays;  useful  if  the  trays  are  not 
stored  in  an  album.  $9.95. 

Bausch  &  Lomb  Pocket 
Magnifying  Glasses 

Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of  two  lenses  in  durable  plas¬ 
tic  case;  two  lenses  fold  into  case,  which  serves  as  handle.  Yields 
4X  to  9X  power.  Wide  field  of  vision  permits  easy  inspection  of 
coins  for  grading,  enjoyment,  etc.  Our  favorite  all-purpose  glass. 

$23.  (not  pictured) 

Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triplet  lens  system,  highly  cor¬ 
rected  optical  glass,  swings  into  chrome-plated  case  which  serves 

handle.  7X  power.  Somewhat  limited  field  of  vi¬ 
sion;  excellent  for  detail  work  (overdates,  die  va¬ 
rieties,  repunched  letters,  etc.).  $44. 

Stock  No.  BL-5X:  Inexpensive  “Packette” 
5X  magnifier  of  molded  optical  plastic.  Folds 
into  plastic  case.  A  good  pocket  glass  with  good 
field  of  vision.  Priced  inexpensively;  if  you  lose 
it,  you  can  easily  buy  another.  $9. 


B&M 
Belt  Clip 
for  Keys 

(or for  BL-7X  glass) 

Have  you  ever  lost  your  magnifying 
glass  or  keys?  This  little  metal-cased 
“reel”  consists  of  a  plastic  coated  wo¬ 
ven  wire,  two  feet  long,  which  at¬ 
taches  to  a  belt  loop  or  pocket  edge.  At 
the  end  of  the  wire  is  a  key  ring  which 
retracts  into  the  reel  as  soon  as  you  let 
go.  Useful  for  keys,  magnifying  glass 
or  anything  else  that  fits  on  a  key  ring. 
Decorated  with  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  “griffin”  logotype  and  in¬ 
scription.  $6. 

(glass  not  included) 


1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1879  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 


Rare  1879-CC  Dollar 

1879-CC  Capped  Die.  (more  correctly  described  as 
Large  CC  Mintmark  over  Small  CC  Mintmark;  the 
“Capped  Die  nomenclature  should  be  completely 


discarded).  MS-63  (PCGS) . 2,895 

Beautiful  1879-CC  Rarity 

1879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC  (Capped  Die,  so 
called)  MS-63  (PCI).  Deep  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 2,895 

1879-CC  VAM-3.  Large/small  mintmark.  AU-55.  In  pe¬ 
rennial  demand  as  the  second  rarest  Carson  City 

Morgan  dollar  date . 925 

1879-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Deeply  toned . 850 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 365 

1879-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1879- S  MS-64,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1880  8/7  VAM-9.  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant.  ...  195 
1880/79-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  frosty . 265 

1880/79-CC  VAM-5.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 255 

1880- CC  VAM-7.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1880-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60 . 189 

1880-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 265 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1880-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 35 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1880-S  VAM-11.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 115 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 115 

1880- S  MS62,  prooflike . 29 

1881  MS-65.  Brilliant . 725 

1881- CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre.  Brilliant  at  the 

centers,  with  hints  of  rosy  gold  at  the  rims . 895 

1881-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 399 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  peripheral  toning 

on  obverse . 399 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 420 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1881-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 19 

1881-0  AU-55 . 15 

1881-S  MS-66  Brilliant . 245 

1881-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  toning . 245 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 245 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Obverse  has  light  rainbow  ton¬ 
ing . 109 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881-S  MS-64.  Lightly  toned . 41 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  41 

1881- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1882  MS-65.  Brilliant . 389 

1882  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1882  MS-62.  Brilliant . 23 

1882- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1882-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 75 

1882-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1882-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1882-O/S  VAM-4.  MS63  (PCGS).  A  popular,  scarce,  and 

quite  curious  “overmintmark"  issue.  An  opportunity 
to  acquire  a  high-quality  example  of  a  variety  you’ll 

enjoy  inspecting  under  a  magnifying  glass . 1,050 

1882-O/S.  VAM-4.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 75 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1882- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1883  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1883- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 215 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1883-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 79 

1883-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1883-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 17 

1883-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance  of  golden 

toning  around  the  borders.  A  splendid  example,  at 
this  grade  level,  of  one  of  the  rarer  San  Francisco 
Mint  issues  of  the  1880s . 595 

1883- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 125 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1884  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1884  MS-60.  Brilliant . 17 

1884- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 199 

1884-CC  MS-64,  prooflike . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1884-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 75 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 109 

1884-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 17 

1884- S  AU-58.  Brilliant.  Rare;  a  variety  that  becomes 

quite  elusive  as  the  Mint  State  level  is  ap¬ 
proached . 795 

1885  MS-62.  Brilliant . . . 22 

1885  MS-60 . 19 

1885- CC  VAM-3.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 249 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 249 

1885-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 245 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  our  favorite  coins  in 

the  series,  scarce  and  yet  priced  at  only . 239 

1885-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 215 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1885-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 17 

1885-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

1885-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 129 

1885-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 129 

1885-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 95 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 
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1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1886  MS-63.  Deep  golden  with  light  rainbow  colors  on 

obverse . 29 

1886-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1886-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . I". . 510 

1886-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 75 

1886-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1886-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1886- S/S  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1887/6  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1887/6  VAM-2  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1887  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1887  V AM-12.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1887  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

1887- 0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 23 

1887-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1887-S/S  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1 887- S/S  VAM-2.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 75 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1888  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1888- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1888-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 199 

1888-S  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 159 

1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1888-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 79 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 279 

1889  MS-62.  Brilliant . 23 


Important  1889-CC  Dollar  Rarity 
1889-CC  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  brilliant 
example  of  this  rare  date.  Deep  mirrored  fields  sur¬ 
round  cameo  devices  creating  a  stunning  visual 


treat.  One  of  the  great  key  issues  in  the  Morgan  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  series . 13,500 

1889-CC  EF-40.  King  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  Morgan 

dollars . 895 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 599 

1889-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 199 

1889-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 35 

1889-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 129 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 129 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCD-  Brilliant . 129 

1889-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1889- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 115 

1890  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1890  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1890- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  and  blue  toning.  695 

1890-CC  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  One  of  the 

scarcest  Carson  City  Mint  Morgan  issues  at  the  MS- 

64  grade  level . 695 

1890-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 359 

1890-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 359 

1890-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 275 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1890-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 48 

1890-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1890-S  MS-63,  prooflike . 110 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCD-  Brilliant . 65 

1890-S  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1890- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 29 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high-grade 

level . 599 

1891  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 

1891  Doubled  ear  details.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  150 

1891  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1891  MS-62.  Brilliant . 64 

1891  AU-58.  Brilliant . 29 

1891- CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 265 

1891-CC  VAM-3.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 155 

1891-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 659 

1891-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 199 

1891-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 79 

1891-0  AU-55 . 38 

1891-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1891-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49 

1891-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 36 

1891- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 25 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant . 535 

1892  AU-58.  Brilliant . 65 

1892  AU-58  (ANACS) . 65 

1892- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are 

frosty  and  the  fields  show  considerable  prooflike 
character . 1,195 

1892-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 765 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 495 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  toning . 495 

1892-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 580 

1892-0  VAM-7.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 119 

1892-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 49 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,295 

1893  MS-63.  Brilliant . 775 
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1893  MS-61.  Brilliant . 395 

1893  MS-60.  Brilliant . 350 

1893  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 229 

1893  VAM-2.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 199 

1893  EF-40 . 119 


1893-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  on  the  obverse.  Light 
yellow  and  blue  toning  at  the  rims  on  the  reverse. 
Long  recognized  as  a  scarce  issue,  a  key  to  the  se¬ 
ries.  Third  rarest  of  the  CC  mintmarks,  after  1889-CC 


and  1879-CC . 1,595 

1893-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 635 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1893-0  AU-53.  Brilliant . 550 

1893-0  AU-50.  Deep  golden  peripheral  toning . 525 

1893-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 525 

1893-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 525 

Significant  1893-S  Dollar 


1893-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen,  a  coin  that 
retains  much  of  its  original  mint  lustre.  This  is  the 
key  mintmark  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  When 
seen,  examples  of  1893-S  are  apt  to  be  in  the  VF 
range,  with  an  occasional  EF,  but  only  rarely  in  AU. 
A  tremendous  coin,  a  “find”  that  will  look  just  right 


in  a  specialized  dollar  collection . 12,950 

1893- S  VF-30  (PCGS) . 1,895 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  scarce  in  this 

grade;  a  key  issue  among  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan 

silver  dollars . 1,650 

1894  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894  AU-55  (PCI).  Brilliant . 595 

1894  AU-53.  Brilliant . 550 

1894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  issues  in 
the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  re¬ 
main . 475 

1894  AU-50  (PCGS) . 475 

1894- 0  AU-58 . 199 

1894-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 199 

1894-0  AU-53  (PCI).  Weakly  struck.  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 145 

1894-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 95 

1894-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 95 

1894-0  EF-45 . 65 

1894-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 749 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 749 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 529 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 529 

1894-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 289 

1894-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 219 

1895  Dollar  Rarity 


1895  EF-40.  A  Proof  that  was  “spent.”  Some  of  the 
Proof  finish  is  still  seen  in  protected  areas.  One  of 
only  880  Proofs  struck.  In  the  absence  of  any  known 
Mint  State  coins  existing  (it  is  presumed  that  the 
12,000  listed  in  the  Mint  Report  were  either  melted 
or  represented  coins  dated  1894),  any  1895  Morgan 
dollar  is  a  numismatic  landmark.  A  find  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 15,500 

Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 
1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lustre. 
Needle  sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  than  usually  seen 
specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco  Mint  issue.  If  you 
have  been  searching  for  a  particularly  choice  1895- 

S,  your  quest  ends  here! . 3,650 

Quality  1895-S  Dollar 

1895-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  It  takes  quite  a  bit  of  looking  to 
find  quality  1895-S  dollars,  as  this  issue  and  also 
1893-CC  are  nearly  always  very  heavily  bagmarked. 


You’ll  really  like  this  one! . 2,395 

1895S  EF-45  (PCI) . 495 

1896  MS-62,  prooflike . 32 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1896-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 169 

1896-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1896-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1896-0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 119 

1896-0  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 99 

1896-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1896-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 995 

1896- S  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  nice  example  at  this  grade 

level  of  one  of  the  more  elusive  varieties  toward  the 
end  of  the  Morgan  series . 695 

1897  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1897- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 695 

1897-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1897-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 125 

1897-S  MS-65,  DMPL  (NGC).  A  prize  Morgan  dollar 

that’s  sure  to  please . 1,350 

1897-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1897-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1897-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1897- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 35 

1898  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1898- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1898-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1898-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 295 

1898-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 219 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1898-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 89 

1898- S  AU-55,  prooflike . 125 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1899  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1899  AU-58.  Brilliant . 69 

1899- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1899-S  VAM-7.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 485 

1899-S  VAM-7.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1899- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 95 

1900  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1900- 0/CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 345 


1900-O/CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1900-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1900-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1900-0  V AM-15.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1900-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1900-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . . 269 

1900- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1901  AU-58.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Quite  attractive . 825 

1901  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  extremely 

well-struck . 825 

1901  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 345 

1901  AU-55 . 345 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS) . 265 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1901- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

190 1-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

1901-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 445 

1901-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 145 

1901- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 120 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . 435 

1902  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 435 

1902  AU-55.  Brilliant . 23 

1902- 0  MS-64,  prooflike . 250 

1902-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1902-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1902- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 135 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1903  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1903- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199 

1903-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 199 

1903-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 199 

1903-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1903-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 189 


1903-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 169 

Gorgeous  1903-S  Dollar 

1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  gor¬ 
geous  coin.  A  key  to  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  4,650 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 295 

1904  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69 

1904  AU-58.  Brilliant . 42 

1904  AU-50.  Brilliant . 35 

1904- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1904-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1904-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 1,925 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1921-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1921-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1921-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 23 

1921-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 109 

1921-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 


We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Morgan 
dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which  consists  of 
MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for  other  grades,  see 


David  D.  Davis  Writes 

Well-known  numismatist  and  dime  specialist  (co-author  of  Early  United  States  Dimes  1 796- 
1837),  David J.  Davis  sent  this  comment  in  reply  to  an  item  in  a  past  issue  in  which  we  discussed 
buying  coins  of  one’s  birth  year.  This  is  fairly  easy  to  do  in  the  American  series  if  you  were  born 
in  the  1 940s  or  later,  but  a  bit  tough  if,  for  example,  you  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  1 933  (what 
with  the  rare  1933  $10  gold  piece  and  the  even  rarer  $20  of  that  year).  As  the  following 
commentary  reveals,  world  coins  can  present  their  own  set  of  challenges. 

David  Davis,  who  was  born  in  1 938,  writes: 

“I  read  your  commentary.  However,  I  do  not  know  of 
anyone  who  has  made  his  or  her  birth  year  the  sole  focus  of 
collecting  by  trying  to  get  one  of  everything  numismatic  for 
a  particular  year  from  all  over  the  world. 

“That  was  my  sole  focus  for  about  six  years  in  the  early 
1 960s.  When  I  first  visited  Europe  in  1 960  while  in  the  U.S. 

Navy,  money  was  tight  and  I  hadn’t  really  settled  into  an  area 
of  collecting.  I  thought  while  visiting  the  various  countries  it 
would  be  great  to  try  and  get  one  of  every  coin  in  the  world 
minted  in  the  year  1 938,  my  birth  year.  It  was  fun  looking  for 
coins  in  foreign  countries.  There  were  money  exchanges 
everywhere  I  visited,  and  there  were  other  finds  to  be  had 
from  second-hand  dealers.  I  didn’t  smoke,  but  bought  ciga¬ 
rettes  for  a  dollar  a  carton  on  board  the  ship,  and  used  them 
for  trading  when  I  went  ashore.  Most  of  the  time  a  single 
package  of  cigarettes  was  worth  a  dollar  in  trade.  It  wasn’t 
unusual  to  get  a  choice  of  old  coins  in  all  metals  (except  gold) 
and  tokens  from  dealer  junk  boxes  for  two  and  a  half  cents 
each.  I  accumulated  several  cigar  boxes  of  interesting  mate¬ 
rial  this  way.  I  had  my  name  on  the  mailing  list  when  cruising 
in  the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  looked  for  coins  I  needed. 

There  were  a  lot  of  very  small  purchases  going  through  the 
Fleet  Post  Office  during  that  time. 

“As  you  have  often  said,  Dave,  The  1960s  were  a 
different  era  in  numismatics.’ 

“I  remember  one  time  a  dealer,  whose  name  escapes  me, 
sent  me  a  1 938  set  of  U.S.  coins  gratis  when  I  told  him  1  was 
working  on  a  birth  date  set.  He  said  he  had  been  in  the  service 
in  World  War  II.  I  still  have  the  set.  I  can’t  remember  how 
many  different  coins  I  ended  up  with  but,  with  the  exception 
of  gold  issues,  when  I  quit  I  only  needed  about  1 2  or  1 3  coins 
to  complete  my  list  of  known  coins.  I  had  some  great  coins,  including  the  very  rare  1938 
Canadian  specimen  set  I  got  in  a  Stack’s  Coin  Galleries  auction.  I  never  bought  any  1938 
patterns,  but  did  look  for  and  buy  medals  and  other  numismatic  items.  I  also  have  a  few 
books  published  in  1938,  including  an  encyclopedia  that  I  refer  to  now  and  then,  in  my 
library.  I  thought  the  collection  would  make  a  great  display,  but  I  never  got  it  well  enough 
organized. 

“When  it  became  more  difficult  to  add  anything  new  and  my  new  love  for  Capped  Bust 
coins  developed,  my  interest  cooled  on  the  birth  date  collection.  In  the  1 970s,  to  raise  funds 
for  bust  coin  purchases,  I  sold  the  prime  collection  to  the  late  Joe  Lepczyk.  Most  of  the 
better  pieces  went  into  one  of  his  auctions.  I  still  have  the  duplicates  and  ephemera  stashed 
away  in  different  desk  drawers. 

“Assembling  the  birth  date  set  was  a  very  educational  experience.  Getting  information 
on  issues  was  tougher  then  than  now.  That  was  a  time  when  there  weren’t  as  many  of  the 
great  references  that  are  now  available  in  English.  It  required  working  with  a  lot  of  different 
dealers,  some  of  them  international,  and  buying  books  in  other  languages  to  look  up 
mintages  by  date.  The  Yeoman  Brown  Book  only  gave  a  range  of  dates  for  different 
denominations. 

“I  would  recommend  birth  date  collecting  as  a  great  way  to  collect.  Unless  you  are  a 
condition  freak  or  born  in  a  year  that  has  a  lot  of  rarities,  a  nice  set  can  be  purchased  without 
a  large  investment.  The  specifics  are  fuzzy,  but  I  remember  making  a  profit  when  I  sold.  Some 
of  the  more  expensive  coins  I  purchased  had  appreciated  during  the  time  I  held  them,  and 
the  money  I  made  selling  the  Canadian  specimen  set  more  than  made  up  for  losses  on  the 
inexpensive  coins.  That’s  where  knowledge  can  pay  off.” 
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our  previous  individual  listings).  Each  coin  is  PCGS  or 
NGC  certified,  is  brilliant  or  attractively  lightly  toned, 
and  has  been  hand-picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium 
Quality.  If  you  want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excel¬ 
lent  value  for  the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let 
us  help  you  build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

$185 

1878  7/8  TF 

$99 

255 

1878  7  TF 

49 

1878-CC 

$945 

1878-S 

49 

189 

1879 

65 

735 

1879-CC 

3050 

4950 

1879-0 

365 

1879-S 

115 

1880 

35 

65 

775 

1880-CC 

185 

255 

575 

1880-0 

265 

1880-S 

41 

115 

1881 

65 

725 

1881-CC 

189 

225 

399 

1881-0 

1450 

188 1-S 

29 

41 

109 

1882 

389 

1882-CC 

85 

255 

1882-0 

659 

1882-S 

115 

1883 

119 

1883-CC 

98 

215 

1883-0 

29 

41 

1884 

195 

1884-CC 

85 

98 

199 

1884-0 

29 

41 

1885 

41 

119 

1885-CC 

239 

249 

479 

1885-0 

29 

41 

109 

1885-S 

155 

345 

1886 

29 

41 

109 

1886-0 

2795 

1886-S 

259 

1887 

29 

41 

1887-0 

259 

1887-S 

139 

395 

1888 

49 

155 

1888-0 

435 

1888-S 

199 

490 

1889 

32 

279 

1889-0 

199 

599 

1889-S 

165 

289 

1225 

1890 

135 

1890-CC 

359 

695 

18904) 

59 

155 

1890-S 

65 

129 

819 

1891 

109 

599 

189 1-CC 

265 

499 

2380 

18914) 

199 

659 

189 1-S 

189 

1295 

1892 

280 

535 

1892-CC 

765 

1195 

18924) 

580 

1893 

775 

1295 

1894-S 

749 

1495 

1896 

45 

155 

1897 

45 

239 

1897-0 

1897-S 

87 

465 

1898 

185 

1898-0 

32 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1898-S 

$219 

$420 

1899 

155 

1899-0 

32 

$119 

1899-S 

395 

1900 

135 

1900-0 

119 

1900-S 

269 

1295 

1901-0 

165 

190 1-S 

699 

1902 

435 

1902-0 

135 

1902-S 

495 

1903 

59 

175 

1903-0 

189 

199 

1903-S 

4650 

1904-0 

29 

115 

1904-S 

1925 

3150 

1921  Morgan 

19 

29 

119 

192 1-D 

239 

192 1-S 

109 

1350 

Peace  Dollars 


1922- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 640 

1923  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 145 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 38 

1923- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1923- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  High-grade  1924-S  dollars 

with  eye  appeal  are  hard  to  find.  Guaranteed  to 
please .  1,175 

1924-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  We  were  lucky  to  buy 
it,  and  you  are  fortunate  to  have  the  chance  to  ac¬ 
quire  it  for  your  own . 1,175 

1924-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 375 

1924- S  MS62.  Brilliant . 165 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1926- S  MS64.  Brilliant . 189 

1926- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 19 

1927- DMS64.  Brilliant . 525 

1927-D  MS63.  Brilliant . 215 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarcer  than 

generally  realized . 145 

1927-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 

1927- S  MS64 . 695 

1928  AU-58  (ANACS) . 185 

1928  AU-50 . 162 

1928- S  MS64.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1934  MS65.  Brilliant . 1,275 

1934  MS-62.  Brilliant . 76 

1934-DMS64.  Brilliant . 625 


1934-S  Peace  Dollar 

1934-S  MS63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  on 
frosty  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in  Uncirculated  grade, 
and  widely  esteemed  as  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace 
dollar  series  at  the  MS63  level.  A  prize  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  specialist . 2,550 

1934- S  AU-55  (  PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces . 595 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 

1935  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49 

1935  MS-61  (NGC) . 45 

1935  AU-58.  Brilliant . 32 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  nice  example 

of  this  issue . 1,075 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1935-S  AU-50 . 69 


This  &  That 

INTERESTING  ARTICLE  the  other  day  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal  discussed  misuses  of 
English  grammar  in  advertising  campaigns,  including  “Winston  tastes  good  like  a  cigarette 
should”  and  the  recent  Apple  Computer  tag  line,  “Think  different”  (instead  of  “think 
differently”).  Also  quoted  was  a  goof  spotted  by  the  Society  for  Preservation  of  English 
Language  and  Literature  (“SPELL”)  which  picked  up  a  printed  advertisement  for  Mercedes- 
Benz,  quoting  Road  &  Track  magazine:  “Solidity,  quality,  safety,  and  prestige  are  all  adjectives 
that  bounce  automatically  from  gray  matter  to  fingertips  when  writing  about  the  Mercedes- 
Benz.”  Trouble  is  that  these  “adjectives”  are  all  nouns! 

RE*  RE* 

WHAT’S  IN  A  NAME?  We’ve  heard  some  say  that  rare  coins  are  commodities, 
investments  to  be  bought,  sold,  and  exchanged.  Now  comes  the  news  that  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  will  be  holding  a  reception  for  its  fellows  (of  which  your  editor  is  one) 
at  the  Marriott  World  Trade  Center  on  December  5,  in  the  Commodity  2000  Room. 
Coincidence? 

*+*  3vF1 

ABOUT  MYSTERY  BOOKS:  A  note  from  reader  Bob  Maunus  states  he  enjoys  reading 
what  we  write,  but  his  first  love  is  reading  mysteries.  “The  Nero  Wolfe  series  by  Rex  Stout 
is  the  most  cerebral  of  the  bunch,”  he  commented.  This  reminds  us  that  our  former  long¬ 
time  business  associate,  Jim  Ruddy,  was  a  Nero  Wolfe  fan  (and  probably  had  every  book 
featuring  him). 

*±x 

OUR  FAR-FLUNG  PROOFREADERS:  Bob  Shippee  has  been  proofreading  our  book- 
length  manuscript  (is  there  a  word  such  as  computerscript?)  about  old-time  dealer  Augustus 
P.  Sage,  finding  time  to  do  so  when  on  the  way  to  and  from  and  while  in  Europe.  Thanks,  Bob. 

R}>  Rf?  Rf* 

A  SALUTE  is  in  order  for  some  of  the  really  fine  television  programming  that  has  been 
our  fortune  to  see  in  recent  years,  often  a  nice  change  from  the  insipid  network  fare.  Arts 
&  Entertainment  and  the  Discovery  channels  rank  high.  We  only  wish  that  our  local  cable 
provider  had  the  History  channel. 


PEACE  DOLLARS 


Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each  one 
has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is  NGC  or 
PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly  and  attrac¬ 
tively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the  finest  extant  at 
its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular  about  quality  and 
value,  your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1922 

$22 

$38 

$145 

1922-D 

55 

435 

1922-S 

295 

1923 

22 

38 

145 

1923-S 

59 

209 

1924 

150 

1924-S 

375 

1175 

1925 

45 

1925-S 

115 

575 

1926 

310 

1926-D 

115 

199 

515 

1926-S 

189 

975 

1927 

245 

1927-D 

215 

525 

1927-S 

695 

1928 

295 

1928-S 

325 

1250 

1934 

1275 

1934-D 

185 

625 

1895 

1934-S 

2550 

3950 

1935 

625 

1935-S 

395 

1075 

TRADE  DOLLARS 


1873  MS-62  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  of  the  series.  A 

brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  that  will  be  a  fine  addi¬ 
tion  to  any  high-quality  type  set  of  U.S.  coin  designs 
or  to  a  specialized  set  of  trade  dollars . 995 

Gem  1874  Trade  $1 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  brilliant  silver 

surfaces.  Very  deep  and  frosty  lustre.  One  of  the 
finest  business  strikes  we’ve  ever  seen  of  this 
early  date . 4,195 

1874-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,895 

1874- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,895 

1875  Type  I/ll.  Proof-61.  Brilliant.  Rarer  than  gener¬ 
ally  supposed . 1,250 

1875  Type  I/ll  AU-55  (PCGS) . 975 

1875- CC  Type  I/I  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  Carson  City 

piece  will  look  great  in  any  type  set  or  specialized 
collection . 1,450 

1875-S/CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Iridescent  toning.  The  first 
and  only  overmintmark  variety  in  the  series  1,795 

1875-S/CC  Several  chopmarks  on  obverse,  indicating 
that  this,  indeed,  was  a  trade  dollar . 350 

1875- S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Delicate  gold  toning.  A  splen¬ 
did  trade  dollar,  a  coin  with  lots  of  eye  appeal. .  995 

1876  Type  I/II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  Another  splendid 
trade  dollar . 1,450 

1876- S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  1,295 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Seemingly  very  inexpensive  for  only . 595 

1876- S  Breen-5800.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 425 

1877  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  comple¬ 

ments  the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of  golden  brown 
can  be  seen  at  the  obverse  periphery.  Notable  as 
the  last  trade  dollar  issue  struck  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  in  business  strike  format.  All  subsequent  dates 
are  Proof-only  issues . 1,395 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 
strike .  1,395 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it  is 
much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in  higher 
grades . 1,395 

1877- CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A  key  issue  in  the  series.  Par¬ 
ticularly  elusive  in  higher  grades . 1,695 

1877- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  ton¬ 

ing.  Especially  prooflike  surfaces.  A  very  nice 
example  of  this  issue.  Not  a  rarity,  but  certainly 
beautiful! . 1,095 

Key  1878-CC  Trade  $1 

1878- CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  iridescent 
surfaces.  The  key  trade  dollar  issue  among  busi¬ 
ness  strikes.  There  are  probably  1,000  people 
with  this  on  their  want  lists,  but  very  few  coins  to 


go  around! . 2,850 

1878-S  MS63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550 


1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous;  a  coin 


which  mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  MS-64! .  1,550 
1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  Exceptionally 
nice  for  the  grade  and  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  Last  busi¬ 
ness  strike  year . 850 

1880  Proof-63  (NGC).  This  is  a  proof  only  issue  with 
a  mintage  of  1,987  coins.  Wonderful  eye  appeal  with 
light  champagne  surfaces . 2,350 

U.S.  GOLD  COINS 


$1  GOLD  PIECES 


1852-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Scarce  (in  this  grade)  and  inter¬ 
esting  New  Orleans  variety.  One  of  many  new 
purchases  in  this  issue . 1,095 

1853  MS-62  (NGC).  Just  purchased . 475 

1854  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC) . 695 

1855  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 

men,  at  this  grade  level,  of  the  most  desired  type  in 
the  gold  dollar  series . 795 

1856  Slanting  5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,950 

Rare  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 

1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  You'll  like  the  quality  of  this 
1859-S  gold  dollar,  which,  at  this  grade  level  is 
quite  rare .  2,495 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Popular 

low-mintage  rarity . 1,495 

Gem  1889  Gold  $1 


1889  MS65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck,  brilliant,  lustrous 
gem!  (Indeed,  what  else  could  you  ask  for?)  ...  2,495 


QUARTER  EAGLES 


Rare  1807  Quarter  Eagle 
1807  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  yellow  gold  specimen 
of  this  rare  early  quarter  eagle  date.  A  coin  that 
will  be  ideal  for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized  collec¬ 
tion . 5,995 

Mint  State  1834  $2.50 

1834  Classic  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  First  year  of  the  new 

design.  Scarce  in  all  Mint  State  levels . 5,500 

1836  McCloskey-3.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 895 

1836  M-6.  AU-53  (NGC) . 795 

1839  Breen-6148.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  Classic  Head 

design  type.  A  very  attractive  coin . 1,895 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  especially  nice  example  of 

this  scarce  early  issue . 1,750 

1850-C  EF-40.  Scarce  and  desirable.  A  lovely  coin.  1,395 

1852  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1854-0  AU-55  (NGC) . 695 

Rare  1859-D  $2.50 

1859-D  EF-40  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  rar¬ 
ity.  Just  2,244  were  minted.  How  many  can  survive 
today?  Only  a  few,  of  which  this  is  certainly  one  of 

the  most  attractive . 2,495 

1859-D  F-15.  (PCGS).  Very  rare  in  all  grades . 950 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  combination  of 

high  grade  and  visual  beauty . 1,095 

1882  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Business  strike  mintage 

of  only  4,000  coins . 1,395 

1886  AU-55  (NGC).  Important  low-mintage  date.  Just 
4,000  were  minted,  and  probably  no  more  than  400 

exist  today . 595 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a 

whisper  of  olive  iridescence . 1,150 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  ...  1,450 
1900  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  wisps  of 
fiery  orange  at  the  obverse  rim.  The  devices  are 
sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  glittering  mir¬ 


rors . 2,195 

1902  MS63  (PCGS) . 850 

1903  MS64  (PCGS) . 1,395 

1905  MS63.  Brilliant . 950 

1906  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1906  MS63.  Brilliant . 950 

1907  MS63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1907  MS62.  Brilliant . 415 

1908  MS-63  (NGC) . 795 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 995 

1910  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

Gem  191 1-D  $2.50  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS64  (NGC).  A  beautiful,  brilliant  gem  speci¬ 
men,  lustrous  and  frosty,  of  the  rarest  and  most 
desired  issue  in  the  Indian  quarter  eagle  series. 
Mintmark  very  bold  (worth  noting,  as  some  of  this 
issue  have  the  mintmark  weak).  It  is  not  often  we 
have  one  to  offer  at  this  grade  level . 10,950 


Key  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 

191 1-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharp  mintmark.  A  “find”  for  the 

specialist . 3,350 

191 1-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal  for 
the  grade . 1,595 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  price  of  gold  bullion 

has  been  low  in  recent  times,  and  this  seems  to  have 
spurred  a  demand  for  just  about  all  gold  coins,  com¬ 
mon  and  rare . , . 795 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  specimen 

of  the  last  Denver  Mint  quarter  eagle . 1,350 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 790 


The  Coin  Collector  $  December  1 5,  1 997 


15 


1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Mostly 
brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on  the  re¬ 


verse . 875 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 


$3  GOLD 


1855  AU-58.  Brilliant . 1,295 

Mint  State  1878  $3 

1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty . 2,995 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin  for  which  the  re¬ 
verse  is  fully  equal  to  a  Mint  State  coin . 1,250 


HALF  EAGLES 


Attractive  1803/2  $5 

1803/2  Breen-lC.  EF-45.  Lightly  cleaned.  Sharply 
struck  and  well-centered  with  sound  edge  reeding. 
A  small  patch  of  roughness  is  noted  left  of  the  date. 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  as  always . 3,195 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  AU-58  (NGC). 
Some  prooflike  surface  is  visible  in  protected  ar¬ 
eas .  1,295 

1834  Classic  Head,  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  AU-53  (PCGS).  925 

1836  Breen-6509.  AU-50 . 850 

Mint  State  1837  $5 

1837  M-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Quite  elusive  in  full  Mint  State. 

A  “find”  from  among  our  many  new  purchases  of 
gold  coins . 3,950 

1838  McCloskey-1 .  EF-45  (PCGS) . 635 

1844- D  VF-20  (PCGS).  Scarce  Dahlonega  Mint  issue.  695 

1845- 0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade  level.  1,450 

1847  Breen-6570.  Doubled  7.  AU-55 . 995 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  An  excep¬ 
tional  specimen  of  an  issue  which,  when  seen,  is  apt 
to  be  in  a  significantly  lower  grade . 1,995 

1852-D  EF-45.  Bright  yellow  gold.  A  beautiful  example; 

one  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen . 1,975 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . '....  495 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 

1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,250 

Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 

1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  the  1886-S  is  seen 
quite  regularly,  and,  in  fact,  is  quite  plentiful  in 
lower  grades,  at  the  MS-64  level  it  is  a  rarity.  2,850 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State,  although  readily  available  in  worn  grades.  1,095 

1893- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular  and  some¬ 
what  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1,495 

1894- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,395 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  quality  coin 

for  a  type  set . 2,850 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1903-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Somewhat 

scarce . 875 

1908  Liberty.  M£64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,150 


Lustrous  1909-0  Half  Eagle 
1909-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  key  is¬ 
sue  in  the  Indian  Head  half  eagle  series.  Notable  as  the 
last  gold  coinage  variety  struck  at  the  New  Orleans 
Mint.  Only  34,200  examples  were  struck,  by  far  the 


lowest  production  figure  of  the  design  type . 3,895 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

Gem  1912  $5  Gold 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beauty! . 5,295 

1913- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue . 675 

1914  MS63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so  fine.  1,950 
1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,950 

Splendid  MS-63  1914-D  $5 

1914- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  find  for 

the  discriminating  buyer . 2,450 

1916-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 625 


1850  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  high-grade  example 


of  this  early  Liberty  Head  $10  date . 1,500 

1852  AU-53  (PCGS) . 625 

1853  AU-53  (PCGS) . 650 

1871-S  EF-45  (NGC).  A  pleasing  specimen . 2,195 

1879  MS-60  (NGC) . 675 

1882-CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 


1884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade  level.  1,495 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  specimen.  3,895 
1906-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  First  $10  is¬ 
sue  of  the  newly  opened  Denver  Mint;  probably 
struck  from  gold  from  the  Cripple  Creek  Gold  District 


about  75  miles  to  the  southwest  of  Denver . 895 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1906-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 


Delightful  1908-D  No  Motto  Rarity 
1908-D  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  key  date 
on  the  Indian  eagle  series.  Attractive  light  orange- 
gold  toning.  Mint  State  examples  of  this  issue  are 


quite  underrated . 7,495 

1910  MS-61  (PCGS) . 469 

1910-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  satiny . 579 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1915  MS-61  (PCGS) . 469 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 


1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1915  MS-61  (PCGS) . 469 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 


EAGLES 


1873-S  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1875  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 


1876  AU-50  (NGC) . 595 

1876-S  AU-50  (NGC) . . . 595 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 675 

1894-S  AU-50 . 625 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 695 

1907  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 585 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  recently  bought  a 

little  cache  of  1 1  specimens  of  these,  and  offer  you 
a  brilliant,  lustrous  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for 
only . 595 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  find  in  choice 

Mint  State,  and  a  notable  offering  as  such.  Lustrous 
and  very  beautiful . 3,450 

1909/8  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate.  Always  popu¬ 
lar .  1,350 

1909-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  many  gold  coins 
recently  purchased  (only  a  few  of  which  we  specifi¬ 
cally  mention  here,  to  save  space).  If  you  enjoy 
gold  coins,  make  Bowers  and  Merena  your  head¬ 
quarters!  .  695 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1911-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Quite 

scarce  at  this  grade  level . 2,095 

1913- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1914- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1914-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 569 

1914-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1914- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1915- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Certainly  among  the  finer  speci¬ 

mens  of  this  mintmark  issue  we’ve  offered  in  recent 
times . 1,995 

1915- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1916- S  MS-65  (NGC).  This  the  last  double  eagle  issue 

until  1920 . 1,850 

1920  MS-63  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  beauty!  1,350 
1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Gem  1922-S  $20  Rarity 

1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  till  grades,  par¬ 
ticularly  so  at  the  lofty  level  here  offered.  This  coin 
is  an  ideal  buy  for  the  connoisseur.  Not  often  do  we 


have  such  a  beauty  to  offer! . 4,850 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1925  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1928  AU-58  (PCGS) . 595 


COMMEMORATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 


In  the  following  “grid"  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC-certified 
coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality,  all  lustrous  and 
with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Each  coin  is  aes¬ 
thetically  pleasing  and  is  an  excellent  example  of  its  type. 
Use  this  special  offering  to  build  your  collection  of  com¬ 
memorative  coins,  one  of  America’s  most  interesting 
series.  (For  other  fine  commemoratives  in  grades  other 
than  PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  preced¬ 
ing  listing.)  As  many  other  discriminating  buyers  have 
done  for  40  years,  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
your  headquarters  for  quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

MS63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

$1295 

1921  Alabama  plain 

475 

$795 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

595 

$2950 

1936  Albany 

235 

259 

350 

1937  Antietam 

510 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

98 

1935-D 

98 

265 

1936 

89 

1936-D 

125 

395 

1936-S 

89 

1937 

89 

295 

1937-D 

135 

1937-S 

115 

395 

1938 

135 

1938-D 

175 

1938-S 

165 

1939 

299 

350 

1939-D 

315 

1939-S 

315 

350 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

119 

Boone  type 

1934 

89 

1935 

98 

115 

1935-D 

115 

1935-S 

115 

1935/34 

145 

1935/34-S 

525 

850 

1936 

95 

105 

155 

1936-D 

115 

1936-S 

115 

175 

1937 

115 

175 

1937-D 

295 

335 

490 

1937-S 

525 

1938 

415 

495 

1938-S 

415 

495 

1936  Bridgeport 

125 

135 

295 

1925-S  California 

175 

840 

Carver-Washington 

195 1-D 

45 

195 1-S 

95 

1952 

19 

1952-D 

195 

1953 

49 

1953-S 

89 

1954 

39 

1954-D 

39 

49 

1954-S 

39 

79 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

265 

1936-D 

285 

315 

630 

1936-S 

289 

315 

1936  Cleveland 

75 

89 

210 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

195 

210 

1936-D 

210 

225 

1936-S 

265 

1892  Columbian 

795 

1893  Columbian 

125 

1935  Connecticut 

225 

1936  Delaware 

239 

375 

1936  Elgin 

205 

239 

1936  Gettysburg 

329 

560 

1922  Grant  plain 

835 

1928  Hawaiian 

2495 

1924  Huguenot 

115 

535 

r 


SPECIAL  NET 

$26.95 

(plus  shipping) 

No  further  discounts  apply 


This  Great  New  Book 

NOW  AVAILABLE! 

Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading 
and  Counterfeit  Detection 

Edited  by  Scott  Travers 

Random  House  has  just  released  the  highly  anticipated  Oficial  Guide  to  Coin 
Grading  and  Counterfeit  Detection.  Edited  by  Scott  Travers  with  an  introduction  by 
our  own  Q.  David  Bowers,  this  guide,  sponsored  and  largely  created  through  the 
resources  of  PCGS,  will  be  a  welcome  addition  to  even  the  most  advanced  numis¬ 
matic  library. 

This  great  new  book  should  pay  for  itself  quickly  when  you  buy  coins  or  review 
your  own  collection.  In  fact,  once  you  see  it,  you’ll  wonder  why  such  a  book  was 
not  published  years  ago!  Secrets  of  coin  grading  and  the  techniques  involved,  how 
a  subtle  difference  can  be  important,  diagnostics  of  various  grade  levels,  and  more 
are  arranged  for  easy  reference.  Counterfeits  and  forgery,  coin  cleaning  and  ton¬ 
ing,  and  many  other  aspects  come  to  the  fore.  Indeed,  within  the  covers  of  this 
large  but  quite  inexpensive  book  is  information  that  represents  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars’  worth  of  professional  time  and  research  findings.  Much  informa¬ 
tion  is  available  in  no  other  single  book. 

This  324-page  volume  includes  over  48  pages  of  full  color,  digitally  mastered 
photographs,  as  well  as  400  black  and  white  images.  This  book  comes  with  our 
30-day  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  Stock  No.  BRH-200.  List  price 
$29.95. 
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The  San  Francisco  Mint 
and  the  Earthquake 


We  recently  received  the  following  story 
from  David  Lange  about  the  terrible  destruction 
caused  by  the  earthquake  and  fire  that  all  but 
destroyed  San  Francisco  on  April  1 9,  1 906.  The 
account  by  Harold  French  appeared  in  Sydney 
Taylor’s  book,  San  Francisco’s  Great  Disaster: 
A  Full  Account  of  the  Recent  Terrible  De¬ 
struction  of  Life  and  Property  by  Earthquake 
and  Fire  in  California.  We  share  this  long-ago 
narrative  with  our  readers: 

How  the  Mint  was  Saved 

Harold  French,  an  employee  of  the  Mint, 
gave  a  graphic  account  of  how  the  flames 
were  successfully  fought.  He  said: 

“Nearly  $20,000,000  in  coin  and  bullion 
are  stored  in  the  vaults  of  the  Mint  and  for  the 
preservation  of  this  prize  a  devoted  band  of 
employees,  reinforced  by  regular  soldiers, 
fought  until  the  baffled  flames  fled  to  the 
conquest  of  blocks  of  so-called  fireproof  build¬ 
ings. 

“For  seven  hours  a  sea  of  fire  surged 
around  this  grand  old  federal  edifice,  attack¬ 
ing  it  on  all  sides  with  waves  of  fierce  heat.  Its 
little  garrison  was  cut  off  from  retreat  for 
hours  at  a  time,  had  such  a  course  been 
thought  of  by  those  on  guard.  The  United 
States  Mint  was  constructed  in  1874  of  gran¬ 
ite  and  sandstone  blocks,  massive  monoliths, 
well  calculated  to  resist  fire  from  without. 
Within,  however,  were  enough  flammable 
materials  to  feed  a  lively  conflagration.  Iron 
shutters  shielded  the  lower  floors,  but  the 
windows  of  the  upper  story,  on  which  are 
located  the  refinery  and  assay  office,  were 
exposed.  Also  atarred  roof  over  the  refinery 
constituted  a  weak  spot  in  the  defense.  T anks 
of  wood  and  other  flammable  material  scat¬ 
tered  about  the  roof  and  upper  story  were  a 
serious  menace.” 

Mint  Employees  Work  Rapidly 

“After  the  fire  had  swept  past  the  Mission 
Street  side  and  the  certainty  of  its  returning 
from  the  north  became  apparent.  Captain  of 
the  Watch  Laws  ordered  everything  on  the 
roof  that  would  burn  thrown  into  the  yard. 
Soldiers  and  mint  employees  worked  with 
utmost  haste,  throwing  great  timbers  and 


tank  staves  into  the  court. 

“Here  are  located  some  30  tanks  of  blue 
vitriol,  the  surfaces  of  which  soon  were  cov¬ 
ered  with  debris,  into  which  increasing  show¬ 
ers  of  cinders  fell.  Fortunately,  the  Mint  pos¬ 
sesses  a  good  well,  and  Engineer  Brady  pumped 
water  to  the  firefighters  assembled  on  the 
roof.  Of  these,  40  were  mint  employees,  and 
they  were  aided  by  a  company  of  coast  artil¬ 
lery. 

“As  the  fire  swept  up  Fifth  Street  the  heat 
increased  to  a  dangerous  degree  as,  one  by  one, 
the  Metropolitan  Hail  and  the  historic  Lincoln 
School  burst  into  flame,  reinforced  by  the  roar¬ 
ing  furnace  of  the  Emporium.  On  the  west  the 
block  bounded  by  Sixth  and  Market  streets  on 
the  north  gave  the  gravest  concern,  for  from 
this  quarter  the  fire  was  certain  to  rage  in  its 
fury. 

“Fanned  by  a  roaring  northerly  wind,  the 
flames  rioted  through  the  structures  stretching 
from  the  Windsor  Hotel  to  the  Emma  Spreckels’ 
building,  sheets  of  fire  200  feet  high  licking  up 
the  intervening  houses  on  Mint  Avenue.  Aug¬ 
mented  by  these  tinder  boxes  the  blast  of  fire 
burst  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Mint  like 
the  breath  of  a  second  Pelee. 

“A  few  desperate  fighters  under  ex-Chief 
Kennedy  of  Oakland  were  driven  from  between 
the  tottering  chimneys,  under  whose  twin  ter¬ 
rors  they  had  struggled  to  the  last,  throwing 
buckets  of  water  upon  the  blazing  roof  over  the 
refinery.  It  is  largely  due  to  the  experience  of 
former  Chief  Kennedy  that  this  tar-covered 
roof,  the  weakest  spot  of  all,  was  saturated  with 
sufficient  water  to  stay  the  flames. 

“When  the  fire  leaped  Mint  Avenue  in  solid 
masses  of  flame,  the  refinery  men  stuck  to  their 
windows  as  long  as  the  glass  remained  in  the 
frames.  Seventy-five  feet  of  one-inch  hose  played 
a  slender  stream  upon  the  blazing  window  sill, 
while  the  floor  was  awash  with  diluted  sulphuric 
acid.  Ankle  deep  in  this,  soldiers  and  employees 
stuck  to  the  floor  until  the  windows  were  shat¬ 
tered.” 

Tongue  of  Fire  Licks  inner  Walls 

“With  a  roar  the  tongues  of  fire  licked  greed¬ 
ily  the  inner  walls.  Blinding  and  suffocating  smoke 
necessitated  the  abandonment  of  the  hose  and 


the  fighters  retreated  to  the  floor  below. 
The  roar  of  falling  walls,  the  thunder  of 
bursting  blocks  of  stone,  the  din  of  crashing 
glass,  swelled  to  an  unearthly  diapason.  If  1 3- 
inch  shells  were  crashing  against  the  Mint 
walls  the  deafening  detonations  and  the  force 
of  their  impact  would  scarcely  have  exceeded 
the  fury  of  the  attack.  Down  in  the  deeps 
where  untold  wealth  is  so  well  safeguarded, 
artillerymen,  ringed  with  blanket  rolls  and 
leaning  on  their  rifles,  coughed  in  the  stran¬ 
gling  smoke. 

“Then  came  a  lull;  the  walls  of  brick 
buildings  across  the  street  had  all  fallen. 
There  was  yet  a  fighting  chance,  so  back  to 
the  upper  story  the  firefighters  returned,  led 
by  Supt.  Leach,  who,  by  example  and  words, 
encouraged  his  men  to  extinguish  the  blaz¬ 
ing  inner  woodwork  of  the  refinery.” 

Defenders  Exhausted,  Mint  Saved 

“The  roof  was  next  swept  by  a  hose, 
cooling  the  copper-sheathed  surface  until  it 
became  passable  for  wet,  acid-soaked  feet. 
An  army  officer,  axe  in  hand,  tore  up  sec¬ 
tions  of  blazing  tar  roof,  beneath  which  a 
stream  of  water  was  directed.  At  length  as 
4:00  drew  near,  the  Mint  was  pronounced 
out  of  danger,  and  a  handful  of  exhausted 
but  exultant  employees  stumbled  out  on 
the  hot  cobblestones  to  learn  the  fate  of 
some  of  their  homes. 

“The  Mint  presents  a  scorched  and  glass¬ 
less  front  on  the  north  and  west,  and  the 
towering  smokestacks  are  to  be  torn  down, 
but  the  building  is  intact  and  the  plant  is 
unharmed  and  ready  for  a  resumption  of 
work." 

NOTES  (by  QDB):  The  account  is  of  the  2nd  San 
Francisco  Mint,  the  cornerstone  for  which  was  laid  in 
1870.  The  facility  opened  for  business  in  1874  and 
was  used  until  the  current  (3rd)  San  Francisco  Mint 
was  constructed  on  Duboce  Street  in  1 937.  Superin¬ 
tendent  Frank  Leach’s  story  of  the  1906  disaster  can 
be  found  in  the  book  Recollections  of  a  Mint  Director, 
which  Bowers  and  Merena  reprinted  a  few  years  ago 
from  Leach’s  larger  book,  Recollections  of  a  Newspa¬ 
perman.  The  fact  that  the  Mint  had  its  own  water 
supply  via  a  well  is  credited  for  saving  the  structure. 


How 

To 

Order 


*+■  By  Mail:  Bowers  and  Merena 
Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

By  Telephone:  Toll  free  (800)  222-5993 
(In  New  Hampshire  569-5095 ) 

+>  By  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 


Shipping  Charges  for  Books 


Postage  (book  rate) 
$3.50  for  orders 
up  to  $50  PLUS 
1 0%  over  that 
amount. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1946  Iowa 

85 

89 

109 

1925  Lexington 

109 

650 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

169 

625 

1936  Long  Island 

79 

1936  Lynchburg 

185 

195 

1920  Maine 

155 

210 

575 

1934  Maryland 

145 

369 

1921  Missouri 

699 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

980 

1923-S  Monroe 

125 

1936  Norfolk 

410 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

145 

209 

1926-S 

145 

209 

1928 

219 

299 

1933-D 

280 

315 

1934-D 

175 

195 

1936 

155 

209 

1936-S 

169 

193  7-D 

185 

209 

1938 

225 

255 

1938-D 

245 

285 

1938-S 

245 

259 

1939-D 

695 

1939-S 

515 

695 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

695 

1920  Pilgrim 

89 

479 

1921  Pilgrim 

165 

235 

750 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

235 

1936-D 

89 

105 

235 

1936-S 

89 

245 

1937  Roanoke 

195 

215 

239 

1936  Robinson 

89 

109 

1935-S  San  Diego 

69 

79 

89 

1936-D  San  Diego 

85 

99 

1926  Sesqui 

169 

415 

4950 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

209 

Texas  type 

1934 

119 

155 

1935 

155 

1935-D 

119 

155 

1935-S 

119 

155 

1936-D 

119 

1936-S 

119 

155 

1937-D 

119 

1937-S 

119 

155 

1938 

275 

299 

1938-D 

309 

1938-S 

309 

1925  Vancouver 

390 

1050 

1927  Vermont 

179 

1936  Wisconsin 

189 

199 

239 

1936  York 

175 

185 

210 

BTW  Type 

1946 

25 

1946-S 

28 

1947 

39 

1947-D 

39 

1948 

65 

1948-D 

55 

1948-S 

65 

1949 

79 

99 

1949-D 

99 

1949-S 

99 

1950 

49 

69 

1950-D 

49 

1950-S 

25 

45 

1951 

39 

59 

195 1-D 

59 

65 

Instant  Service! 

We  are  just  a  few  seconds  away  from 
you!  Telephone  Gail  Watson,  at  1-800- 
222-5993,  to  place  your  order! 

Ask  about  our  “Order  It  Today,  Enjoy  It 
Tomorrow"  service.  In  that  way  those  special 
coins  can  be  in  your  hands  within  24  hours! 


TERMS  OF  SALE 

All  coins  guaranteed  genuine. 

30-day  return  privilege  (7  days 
for  certified  coins). 

**  Photograde  and  ANA  grading. 

Visa,  Mastercard,  and  Ameri¬ 
can  Express  accepted. 

Please  add  $5.00  postage  on  all 
orders  under  $500.00. 

For  overnight  delivery  via  Fed¬ 
eral  Express,  order  before  1  p.m. 
Eastern  time.  Free  on  orders  of  $500 
or  more;  $10  on  orders  under  $500. 


As  hard  as  we  try  to  make  sure  that  no  errors 
occur  in  this  newspaper,  sometimes  things  can  slip 
by.  We  are  not  responsible  for  any  typographical 
errors  in  prices  or  otherwise. 


KEEP 

The  Coin  Collector 

COMING! 


Do  you  want  to  receive  the  next  issue 
of  The  Coin  Collector?  If  the  answer 
is  YES,  simply  do  one  of  the  following: 

□  Order  $25  or  more  worth  of  items 
from  this  issue,  and  the  next  few  is¬ 
sues  will  come  your  way.  (If  you  have 
already  ordered  from  any  of  the  four 
previous  issues,  you  will  automati¬ 
cally  receive  copies.) 

□  Send  $29  for  a  full  year’s  subscrip¬ 


tion  to  The  Coin  Collector  AND  the 
Rare  Coin  Review,  America’s  leading 
rare  coin  magazine  (six  issues,  list  price 
$10  each).  A  value  of  over  $90. 

□  Send  $95  for  a  full  year’s  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  Bowers  and  Merena  publica¬ 
tions  including  The  Coin  Collector, 
the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  five  of  our 
Grand  Format™  coin  auction  cata¬ 
logues,  a  value  of  over  $200  if  pur¬ 
chased  separately! 


Yes!  ^ 

□  Please  send  The  Coin  Collector  as 
well  as  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  ($29) 

□  Please  send  afull  subscription.  ($95) 


Name 


Address 


City  State  Zip 

Return  to: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  Dept 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

I’ve  enclosed  my  □  Check  □  Money 
Order  or  charge  to  my  (check  one) 

□  Visa  GMC  DAmEx 


Credit  Card  Number  Ebcp.  Date 


